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Date:  
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Topic Summary  
 
The philosopher Quassim Cassam has argued that whilst the twentieth century will indelibly be associated with extremism, the latter has not 
gone away and is on the rise once more as polarisation becomes a characteristic of many contemporary societies. Situated within core 
concepts and theories in political sociology, this short course of study will examine the nature of extremism and why various iterations 
continue to thrive. The course will explore such themes as religious fundamentalism; national populism and the radical right; toxic 
masculinity and racism. Crucially, the course will situate such issues within the framework of Othering and, as such, will draw upon the 
experiences of Northern Ireland's divided society to examine how polarisation takes root and becomes difficult to overcome. 
 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
1) Improved understanding of political polarisation and Othering and its manifestations across society 
2) Improved understanding of the nature of political extremism in the 21st Century and the role played by social media in giving voice to 

such extreme voices 
3) Understanding the divided nature of Northern Ireland society within the context of the peace process 
4) Ability to debate and discuss why political polarisation continues to characterise NI society and measures to address it. 
5) Ability to apply lessons from Northern Ireland to other political and social contexts.  
 

 

  



 
Week 3: Monday 3rd July – Friday 7th July 2023 

Time Session/Activity Academic 
Lead  

Location 

Monday 3rd July 2023 

 
9.30am - 11.00am 

Session 1: An Introduction to Political Extremism in the 21st Century 
This opening session will explore the rise of political extremism in the 21st century and 
introduce students to concepts such as Othering and polarisation. The session – a 
combination of traditional lecture and group discussion – will provide an overview of 
these concepts and give the students an opportunity to reflect on how they manifest 
in contemporary society 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Lan OG/074 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break    
 
11.30am – 1pm 

Session 2: Group Discussion – Polarisation in Contemporary Society 
The aim of this discussion is to get participants to think about their understandings of 
polarisation in society and how the programme has so far impacted their knowledge 
and understanding. We will use their experiences from field trips and lectures (Wks 1 
&2) to generate a discussion on how political extremism manifests itself.    
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Lan OG/074 
 

 Suggested Reading:  

• Conceptualising Islamic “Radicalisation” in Europe through “Othering”: Lessons from 
the Conflict in Northern Ireland 

 

• Extremism – Ch 1 
 

  

Tuesday 4th July 2023 

 
9.30am - 11.00am 

Session 1:  Northern Ireland – A Divided Society (Part I) 
This session will provide students with a more detailed overview of the Northern 
Ireland context by exploring the origins and evolution of its conflict.  
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Lan OG/074 
 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break    



 
 
11.30am – 
12.30pm 

Session 2: Northern Ireland – A Divided Society (Part II)  
Continuing the overview of the Northern Ireland context, this session will examine the 
development of the peace process. The session will discuss efforts to address 
political polarisation and division and analyse the barriers that continue to prevent 
progress. 
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Lan OG/074 
 

12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch    
 
2pm – 3.30pm  

Session 3: Panel Discussion – A Divided Society 
A question and answers session featuring local political and community 
representatives. The panel will include ex-prisoners from both republican and loyalist 
communities and give students an opportunity to discuss a range of issues about 
Northern Ireland society - past, present and future.         
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

PFC 02/026 

 Suggested Reading: 

• Dealing with the Legacy of Ethnic Conflict: Confronting ‘Othering’ through 
Transformative Adult Education—A Northern Ireland Case Study 

 

  

Wednesday 5th July 2023 

 
9.30am – 11.00am 

Session 1: Donald Trump and the Mobilisation of Extremes 
This interactive session will explore Donald Trump’s impact on the political culture of 
the United States including the assault on Capitol Hill in January 2021. We will 
analyse Trump’s 2015/16 election campaign by assessing his political rhetoric and 
use of social media to mobilise a political base. As part of this we will examine the 
nature of that base and ask the questions: who did he appeal to and why?  
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

PFC 02/025 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break    
 
11.30am – 
12.30pm  

Session 2: Library Research Session 
This session will be held in the McClay library and will give students the opportunity to 
make use of both online and physical resources to research a topic related to the 
political legacy of Trump’s Presidency. Students will be encouraged to dig deeper into 
the social and political conditions that enabled Trump to get elected and which 
continues to ensure he retains a large body of support.  
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Library TR2 



 
12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch    
 
2.00pm – 3.30pm  

Session 3: Class Discussion – Return of the Trump? 
This session will encourage students to reflect on their research of the previous 
session and participate in a class discussion on the nature of political polarisation in 
the US today. Using the knowledge they have gained from the NI experiences, 
students will be encouraged to discuss why they feel the US has become so 
politically divided and what can be done about it.   
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

PFC 02/025 

 Suggested Reading: 

• Party Polarisation in the United States 
 

• Who supports QAnon? 

  

Thursday 6th July 2023 

 
9.30am – 10.30am 

Session 1: Group Work - The Populist Radical Right in Europe 
Building on the knowledge and skills gained in the previous sessions, the students 
will be organised into groups tasked with researching and designing a class 
presentation on the rise of Populist Radical Right Parties in Europe. Each group will 
be provided with a specific case-study eg. UKIP, AfD etc. and asked to provide an 
analysis of why support has grown and what it tells us about contemporary society in 
Europe.     
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Library TR2 

10.30am – 11.00am  Break   

 
11.00am – 
12.30pm  
 

Session 2: Group Presentations 
The Groups will be asked to present their findings/analysis. 
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

PFC 02/026 
 

 Suggested Reading: 

• Causes and consequences of PRR 

 

  



 
12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch    

 
2.00pm – 3.30pm  

Session 3: Extremism and Democracy – What does the future hold? 
This session will combine a traditional lecture (1hr) with a group discussion. It will 
explore what the rise of political extremism might mean for democracy and, 
particularly, liberal democracy. We will look at the rise of illiberal democracy and 
assess how we can begin to address ongoing processes of Othering leading to 
extremist attitudes and increased polarisation. 
 

Dr Cathal 
McManus 
 

Lan OG/074 
 

 


