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4th ALPINE Project Meeting & Workshop

University of Tartu, Estonia -  5-8 December 2002

Information on Accommodation

Booking accommodation for Tartu 

A reservation has been made in the Hotel London for the ALPINE project. The hotel is situated 50 metres from the town hall square and 50 metres from the university main building where we will have our meeting. 

Please contact the hotel directly to make your booking, which should be made at latest by the Ist  November 2002 

Reservations after this date will be subject to availability and may be more expensive than those quoted. Please inform the hotel that you are booking for the ALPINE Meeting organised by the University of Tartu. 

Hotel LONDON

9 Rüütli Str. Tartu
Phone: +372 7 305 555
Fax: +372 7 305 565


E-mail: london@londonhotel.ee
http://www.londonhotel.ee (this has recently opened and the web page is not yet operational)

Prices: 
Single room 950 EEK (  approx. 62 EUR)



Double room 1275 EEK (approx. 83 EUR)

Alternatively you can make your own arrangements for accommodation. Information about accommodation opportunities in Tartu can be found at 

http://turism.tartumaa.ee/linn.php?mis=majutus&lang=eng 

Booking accommodation in Tallinn (for those staying an extra night)  

For those who want to visit one of the most beautiful medieval towns in Northern Europe – Tallinn and/or join one of the excursions, and need accommodation in Tallinn for the night of 8 December, we have reserved 15 places at Hotel Rotermann in the centre of the town.

The price (special rate): 600 EEK (approx. 40 EUR) per single room (booking via Tartu University) address: Mere puiestee 6a, www.rotermanni.ee 

To make a booking, contact Ülle Kesli (kesli@ut.ee) ALPINE Project Organisational team in Estonia.

If you wish, you can find other hotels in Tallinn at:

 http://www.tourism.tallinn.ee/index.uk.php?page=54&setLang=2
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4th ALPINE Project Meeting

University of Tartu, Estonia -  5-8 December 2002

TRANSPORT

How to get to Estonia

By plane:

There are flight connections to Tallinn from Frankfurt, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Helsinki, Vienna, London, Warsaw, Vilnius, Riga, and some other cities to Tallinn. 

See timetable: http://www.tallinn-airport.ee/info/info.html
By boat:

· from Helsinki to Tallinn, there are approximately 15 journeys per day during winter time. Travel takes approximately 1 hour 45 minutes – 3.5 hours depending on the boat you take. You can consult a timetable for boats between Tallinn and Helsinki on the web site below and you can buy tickets on-line with a credit card (and printing of a  voucher)  http://www.webmarine.ee/
· from Stockholm to Tallinn, there is one boat per day (the journey is overnight, leaving Stockholm in evening at 18.00 hours and reaching Tallinn in the morning at 10.00.), 

www.tallink.ee
By bus:

From Riga to Tartu or Tallinn

http://www.eurolines.ee/
How to get to Tartu from Tallinn:

Tartu is situated 187 kms to the south of Tallinn. It is easily reached by bus from the bus terminal (costs 50-100 EEK). Tickets can be bought either from the bus or the terminal. Buses go approximately every half an hour and travel takes 2.5 hours. 

The bus terminal is 1km from airport. To get to the bus station, you must take a taxi (35 EEK). Buses go at approximately every half an hour from 6.30 to 21.00 (the last bus being at 23.15). 
The bus timetable is available at: http://www.bussireisid.ee/ 
It may be possible for ALPINE to organise  a bus from the airport to Tartu for the afternoon of Thursday (December 5th). When we have your registration forms with your arrival times we will contact you about this.

Returning from Tartu to Tallinn 

The best way to get  from Tartu to Tallinn is by bus. Buses leave from the bus terminal (costs 50-100 EEK). Buses go at approximately every half an hour and travel takes 2 and a half hours. The bus station is approximately 10 minutes walk from the hotel London, taxi costs 25 EEK. Bus time-table is available at: http://www.bussireisid.ee/ 
On Sunday 8 December several options are available to you:

Option 1: Travel directly to the airport  from Tartu arriving 11.30. 

Option 2: Take a short excursion and lunch in Tallinn, arriving at the airport 15.30.

Option 3: Go cross-country skiing in South Estonia, Kääriku, (assuming there are at least 10 people) arriving in Tallinn airport approximately 18.30. 

Option 4: Take any of the above tours and stay overnight in Tallinn. 

Please note that additional expenses must be met from the per diem. According to the rules, 3 per diem will be allocated for the meeting 5 - 8 December 2002. 
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4th ALPINE Project Meeting

University of Tartu, Estonia -  5-8 December 2002

SOCIAL EVENTS

The following social activities are planned – see details below.

Thursday 5 December 2002

20.00 –22.00 Reception in the History Museum of the University of Tartu

Friday 6 December 2002

19.30
Dinner and dance in Pub ”Püssirohukelder“

Saturday 7 December 2002

12.30-15.00 during lunch break 

1) option for walking and Christmas shopping; or 

2) visit to University Art Museum, Aula, and students’-lock-up in the University main building

Evening Free

Sunday  8 December 2002.

10.00 - 16.00 Cross-country skiing in South Estonia, Kääriku

9.00 – 15.30 Bus tour in Tallinn and visiting Tallinn Old Town
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4th ALPINE Project Meeting

University of Tartu, Estonia -  5-8 December 2002
EXCURSIONS

Cross-country skiing in South Estonia, Kääriku (weather permitting!)

Sunday 8 December, 10.00 -16.00 (skiing, sauna, lunch) 

There is an option to continue travel to Tallinn, reaching Tallinn around 18.30

For those who want to stay overnight, 15 places have been reserved at the Hotel Rotermann Mere puiestee 6a, www.rotermanni.ee
for a special price of: 600 EEK (approximately 40 EUR) per single room in the centre of the town (booking via Tartu University, kesli@ut.ee)

Other hotels in Tallinn: http://www.tourism.tallinn.ee/index.uk.php?page=54&setLang=2
Kääriku Sports and Leisure Centre situated approximately 50 km south-east of Tartu belongs to the University of Tartu and it has mainly served as the training and competition place for the skiing, track-and-field, orientation and other sports teams. Since 1947 winter and summer camps, as well as conferences have been organised at Kääriku within the framework of study courses of Tartu University. 

At Kääriku, cross-country ski trails have been set up (3-15km) which are well known in the Baltic States for their long-lasting (4-5 months a year) natural snow cover. Coniferous forests make the air of the surroundings remarkably rich in ozone. The most popular sports event is the Tartu marathon that once launched as the Tartu-Kääriku marathon with its very first start given on 16 January 1960 at the Tartu Town Hall Square.

For more information and photos see: http://eng.kaariku.ee/fotod.php
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Bus tour visiting Old Town of Tallinn

Sunday 8 December 

Depart Tartu 9.00  Arrive Tallinn 11.30.

 11.30-14.00 Walk and lunch in the Old Town of Tallinn.

14.00-15.30 Bus tour of Tallinn arriving at the airport at 15.30.

Accommodation for Sunday 8 December in Tallinn in Hotel Rotermann (Mere puiestee 6a, www.rotermanni.ee) may be booked by contacting ALPINE Project Organisational team in Estonia - Ülle Kesli (kesli@ut.ee). Price: 600 EEK (approximately 40 EUR) per single room.The hotel is in the centre of the town and 15 places have been reserved.

Other hotels in Tallinn can be found on: 

http://www.tourism.tallinn.ee/index.uk.php?page=54&setLang=2
Tallinn Old Town with its numerous towers, high circular walls and picturesque moats shaping the town’s general vista, is one of Estonian’s treasures that have been included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. 

Estonia’s main towns are all of medieval origin, mostly erected on the stronghold sites. Among the historic towns, medieval structure can best be seen in Tallinn  which  has retained its network of streets which follow paths from the fortress to the marketplace and to  the sea and surrounding areas. The Tallinn medieval town wall was among the biggest and strongest fortification systems in northern Europe and half of its 46 towers and two thirds of the town wall have survived almost intact. As early as in the 13th century,  building activities within the town walls had strict regulations: ‘a stone house with gables at both ends’. By the 15th century, almost all of downtown Tallinn was made of stone. The bulk of medieval buildings have survived to the present day, and a typical old town house is, despite all reconstructions, removal of the gables and redesigning of the windows, still a late Gothic building. 

The medieval heart of the town has always been an everyday living environment. The reason why the Old Town has remained intact is actually quite mundane. Had Tallinn been more prosperous in the 19th century, the Old Town would have got in the way and been sacrificed to the new, as happened in other European cities, where everything that seemed old, unfashionable and slightly disturbing, was demolished, to be replaced by the new and modern. In 1870. the Tallinn Town Council  wrote that :

 ‘The city displays no interest in keeping the circular town wall in one piece... the sooner they remove the towers and gate constructions, the better for traffic.’ 
