
 
 

CAWP Statements on International Women’s Day 2014 
 
 

Statement by Professor Yvonne Galligan, Director, CAWP 
 
In the Centre for Advancement of Women in Politics, we envision the day when women and men 
equally share leadership and power. Parliaments are no different to other areas of public and 
economic life. And research shows that mixed teams of women and men in all their diversity 
outperform teams of one gender. Those with few women are losing out on a fabulous talent 
resource. They are also losing out on better decision-making. So, let’s see many more women 
accepted by parties as candidates, MLAs, and leaders. Northern Ireland will be a better place for it. 
 

Statement by Dr Victoria Montgomery 
 
I would like to see Northern Ireland’s women from minority communities have a much greater 
visibility, presence and voice in public life and decision-making.  Out of 108 MLA’s in the Assembly, 
we currently have only one minority ethnic representative.  And, if we combine both the Assembly 
and Local Government, elected representatives from our minority ethnic communities make up just 
0.3% of the total.  This is hugely disproportionate to the growing diversity within our society.  If we in 
Northern Ireland continue to address only one source of inequality at a time, we are limiting our 
opportunity to benefit from the different perspectives, new ideas and the broader experiences that 
diversity brings.  We are also limiting the leadership capacities of minority ethnic women, and their 
opportunity to raise and address the very serious issues that face them.  A recent survey carried out 
with minority women in Northern Ireland found that 90% have never considered standing for 
election.  Positively, this indicates that 10% have considered standing for election, and so, it is 
imperative that opportunities are created and obstacles removed to allow these women to fulfil their 
leadership potential.  On International Women’s Day 2014, I stand for the equality of all women, and 
I appeal for the women’s equality agenda in Northern Ireland to be inclusive of all women, 
irrespective of colour, ethnicity, religious belief or life choices.  
 

Statement by Dr Maria Deiana 
 
I would like to see a Northern Ireland where women are fully-fledged citizens and where their  
 demands for social, political and cultural transformation are finally met. Women should have access 
to the full array of citizenship rights, including the right to choose on matters that pertain to their 
body, their sexuality and reproduction. I would like to see a Northern Ireland pro women and pro-
choice. 
 

Statement by Dr Marisol Reyes 
 
I am a Mexican woman and I am very pleased to participate in this event to make my voice heard.    
Today, particularly, I make an appeal to grow awareness of political violence against women: 
electoral violence, which includes intimidation, threats, physical assault and other aggression both 
pre and post-election. Unfortunately, this situation is still a common constraint to women´s political 
participation in many parts of the world. Listening to women's life experience is the only way to 
ensure the debate moves beyond tallying up numbers. 
  


