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‘The Girl-The Woman: Beyond Global and Generational Borders’ research project 
brings together an interdisciplinary team of researchers who share an interest in how 
being a girl and a woman is constructed across times, places and cultures.  The 
project aims to be a truly collaborative cross-disciplinary venture, consolidating 
current Queen’s-based research while being open to and welcoming of scholarship 
on this theme taking place elsewhere.  Schools currently involved in the project are 
Politics, International Studies & Philosophy, English, History and Anthropology, 
Nursing and Midwifery, Modern Languages and the Institute of Spatial and 
Environmental Planning.  The project focuses on two key themes: Global Girlhood 
and Generational Borders.  For more information on this research project, including 
the people involved and future events please follow this link. 
 
The focus of this symposium will be the experience of girls and girlhood, in order to 
illuminate how girls’ identities are constructed, given expression and recognized.  
 

 

Wednesday 15th January 
 
1.45pm   Registration & Welcome 
 
2.00pm – 3.30pm  Panel 1: The Girl in Literary History 
This panel considers girlhood in a range of historical periods, literary genres and 
roles: young female performers in the Renaissance period, fictional school-girls in 
the mid-eighteenth century, and Victorian girls as readers. While each paper draws 
upon the speaker’s expertise in a particular period, the panel will attempt to sketch a 
literary history of the girl across the broader period of 1600-1900. 
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 Edel Lamb (Queen’s University Belfast) 
‘Girls on stage in early modern England’ 

 
 Moyra Haslett (Queen’s University Belfast) 

‘Schoolgirls in mid-eighteenth-century fiction: Sarah Fielding’s The Governess 
(1749)’ 

 
 Beth Rodgers (Aberystwyth University)  

‘Between Ourselves”: Constructing the “girls of today” in late-Victorian girls' 
magazines’ 
 

3.30pm – 4.00pm  Refreshment break 
 
4.00pm – 5.30pm   Panel 2: Toward a History of the Girl 
The aim of this session and follow up discussion is to explore aspects of the history 
of the girl and identify the ways in which this differs from the history of women.   
     

 Professor Ólöf Garðarsdóttir (University of Iceland)  
‘Redefining Childhood and Child-Labour in a Changing Society: Gender 
Division in Children's Work in Urban Iceland’ 

 
 Professor Mary O‘Dowd (Queen‘s University Belfast) 

‘Debates on the Education of the Girl in 18th Century Ireland’ 
 

 Professor June Purvis (University of Portsmouth)  
‘The children bobbed like corks on the tide of adult life’: the political education 
of the Pankhurst girls in Victorian Britain’ 

 
6.00pm onwards  Reception 

 

 
Thursday 16th January 
 
10.30am – 11.00am  Registration/Arrival  
 
11.00am – 12.00pm  Panel 3: Global Girlhood 
This panel considers girls in a contemporary global context (Africa and Afghanistan) 
with particular emphasis upon girls reading and women writing.  
 

 Julia Paul (Queen’s University, Belfast) 
'Afghanistan and the girlhood gap' 

 
 Cliona O’Gallchoir (University College Cork)  

‘The Girl and the Development of Indigenous Children’s Literature in Africa: 
the Heinemann Secondary Reader Series’.  

 
12.00pm-1.00pm  Address by keynote speaker:  

‘The girl-the woman’: a reading of selected poetry  
by Dr Sinéad Morrissey  

  
1.00pm – 2.00pm  Networking Lunch 
2.00pm   Close 



Speaker Biographies 
 
Edel Lamb is lecturer in Renaissance studies at Queen’s University Belfast. She has 
published essays on boy actors and early children’s literature in the Ben Jonson 
Journal (2008), Literature Compass (2010) and The New Companion to 
Renaissance Literature and Culture (2010) and is the author of Performing 
Childhood in the Early Modern Theatre: The Children’s Playing Companies (1599-
1613) (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009). She is currently writing a monograph on early 
modern books for children, Reading Children in Early Modern Culture. 
 
Moyra Haslett is professor in eighteenth-century and Romantic literature at Queen’s 
University Belfast. She is currently working on a monograph, provisionally entitled, 
Before the Bluestockings: imagining female community, 1690-1780 and has 
published articles on friendships between women and on literary representations of 
the Bluestockings, and has edited Thomas Amory’s The Life of John Buncle, Esq 
(1756), featuring several notable fictional female communities, as part of this wider 
project. 
 
Beth Rodgers is lecturer in nineteenth-century literature at Aberystwyth University. 
Her research focuses on girlhood and girls’ literature in the late nineteenth century. 
She has published on Victorian girls’ magazines, girls’ school stories and the Irish 
writer, L.T. Meade. She is co-editor of the recently published, Children’s literature on 
the move: nations, translations, migrations (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2013). 
 
Professor Mary O’Dowd, School of History and Anthropology, Queen’s University 
Belfast.  Among her publications are Reading the Irishwoman: Studies in Cultural 
Encounters and Exchange, 1714-1960 with Bernadette Whelan, Gerardine Meaney 
Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2013);  A History of Women in Ireland, 1500-
1800 London: Pearson Longman, 2005; ‘Children, Youth and the State in Early 
Modern Ireland’ in Maria Luddy (ed), Childhood and Irish Society Four Courts Press: 
Dublin forthcoming, 2014 
 
Professor 'Ólöf Garðarsdótti, Professor in Social History, University of Iceland.  
She is author of Barnen och välfärdspolitiken. Nordiska barndomar 1900-2000. 
Stockholm, Diaologos forlag 2011 (458 pages). Together with Astri Andresen, 
Monika Janfelt, Cecilia Lindgren, Pirjo Markkola og Ingrid Söderlind;  Working or 
going to school. Childhood experiences in post-war Reykjavík. Barn 3-4 (2009), 173-
85;  Infant mortality in the Nordic Countries 1780 – 1930. Continuity and Change 
23:3 (2008), 457-485. Together with Sören Edvinsson and Gunnar 
Thorvaldsen.Redefining Childhood and Child-Labour in a Changing Society. Gender 
Division in Children's Work in Urban Iceland. Kjønn, makt, samfunn i Norden i et 
historisk perspektiv. II. 
 
Professor June Purvis, Professor of Women’s and Gender History, 
University of Portsmouth.  She is author of  Emmeline Pankhurst: a 
biography (2002) and co-editor of Women’s Activism: global perspectives 
from the 1890s to the present (2013.  June is also the Editor of the 
international journal Women’s History Review (Routledge), the Editor 
of Studies on Women and Gender Abstracts (Routledge), the Editor for a 
Women’s and Gender Book Series with Routledge.  
 



Cliona O’Gallchoir is lecturer in English literature at University College 
Cork. She is the author of Maria Edgeworth: Women, Enlightenment and 
Nation (2005), has edited several volumes of Novels and Selected Works 
of Maria Edgeworth and has published essays on a range of other women 
writers including Sydney Owensen, Germaine de Stael, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and Madame de Genlis. She has recently completed a short 
research project on Irish-Canadian children’s literature and is interested in 
exploring the impact of multiculturalism on children’s literature in Ireland.  
 
Julia Paul is an award-winning broadcast journalist, who has worked as a 
reporter and producer for the BBC for over 10 years. She has reported for 
the BBC News Channel, Radio Five Live, Radio Four, the World Service, 
Radio Ulster, and BBC Newsline. She was also the assistant producer 
and reporter for the political programme Hearts and Minds and has 
worked as a fixer / producer for Al Jazeera English and as a reporter for 
The Mirror. She currently teaches on the Broadcast Literacy MA in the 
School of English, Queen’s University Belfast, where she recently 
completed a MA in Creative Writing. 
 
Dr Sinéad Morrissey is Reader in Creative Writing in the Seamus 
Heaney Centre for Poetry, Queen’s University Belfast and is the first 
Belfast poet laureate. She is the author of five acclaimed collections of 
poetry: There Was Fire in Vancouver (1996), Between Here and There 
(2002), The State of the Prisons (2005), Through the Square Window 
(2009) and Parallax (2013). The last of these is currently shortlisted for 
the prestigious T.S. Eliot prize, as were her three preceding collections. 
Other awards include: the Patrick Kavanagh Award, the Rupert and 
Eithne Strong Award, the Michael Hartnett Poetry Prize, the Lannan 
Literary Fellowship and the Irish Times / Poetry Now Award.  Through the 
Square Window was a Poetry Book Society Choice, was shortlisted for 
the Forward Prize for Best Collection and its title-poem was awarded first 
prize in the UK National Poetry Competition. ‘Girlhood’ has been a 
persistent focus in Sinéad’s work and she will read poems from across her 
career particularly associated with the conference theme.   
 
 
 
 


