The programme for government agreed between Fine Gael and the Labour Party on 6 March 2011, Towards Recovery: Programme for a National Government 2011-2016, contains 5 commitments that directly address  women’s political representation. They are found in the sections dealing with Constitutional Reform, Political Reform and Equality. These promises are worded as follows:
· We are committed to ensuring that the rights of women and men to equality of treatment 

and to participate fully in society are upheld. [Equality]
· We recognise that there needs to be a substantial increase in the number of women in 

politics. We will ask the Constitutional Convention, which is examining electoral reform, 

to make recommendations as to how the number of women in politics can be increased. [Constitutional Reform]

· Amending the clause on women in the home and encourage greater participation of 

women in public life [Constitutional Reform]

· Public funding for political parties will be tied to the level of participation by women as 

candidates those parties achieve [Political Reform]
· We will take steps to ensure that all State boards have at least 40% of each gender  [Equality]
In general, CAWP welcomes these commitments as steps on the way towards full equality between women and men in public and political life. However, these promises are less extensive than one might want given the negligible increase in women’s political representation (from 23 to 24 TDs) after the recent election. CAWP considers that there is a significant piece of work to be done in three significant areas:
· Setting targets and timelines for the achievement of gender balanced representation, including legislation for the introduction of gender-balanced candidate slates 

· Addressing the gendered impact of the proposed constitutional and political reforms

· Specifying the terms and conditions of party funding tied to women’s candidacies 

Thus, much work remains to be done to make this new government deliver on gender equality and gender-balanced representation. 
The full Programme for Government can be viewed here: http://cdn.thejournal.ie/media/2011/03/pfg2011.pdf
