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Iraqi women make
first visit to Belfast

Pictured appropriately beneath the painting ‘Women emerging from the
Shadows’ commissioned by the Queen’s Gender Initiative, are members of
the delegation of influential Iraqi women.

The Centre for the Advancement of Women in Politics
(CAWP) recently hosted a five-day visit to Northern Ireland
by a delegation of seven influential Iraqi women.

Step into spring and
learn something new

The visiting women have been involved in
the Iraqi Transitional Government: several
are former members of the government
who were not elected this time around,
while others have been involved in the
constitutional process. 

The Iraqi women’s visit to Queen’s and
Northern Ireland was arranged with the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office as part
of a longer UK trip to look at the role of
women in the different forms of
government within the UK. 

The main objective of their Northern
Ireland visit was to examine the role that
women are playing in government here,
and especially in the peace process, in
terms of forming alliances, groupings,
networking, reaching consensus and
compromises, from grass-roots level
upwards. The aim would be to incorporate
these lessons from Northern Ireland to 
the situation that they are currently facing
in Iraq. 

While in Northern Ireland, the Iraqi women
attended a series of seminars and
presentations at the University, met with
female politicians at Stormont, toured
Belfast’s murals and took part in a number
of cultural activities. 

Dr Beverley Milton-Edwards, of the School
of Politics and International Studies, is a
Middle Eastern studies expert. She was
one of Queen’s senior female academics
who addressed the delegation. She
commented: “In Iraq, the issues facing
women at the moment include, the
Constitution redrafting process, which may
erode the civil status law and lead to the
rise of Sharia courts. This will mean that
women’s lobbying groups both in
government and in civil society will need a
strong and united voice. The Iraqi women
know what the issues are, but do not have
the skills or experience to make their
concerns about these issues heard.”

The School of Education’s
Institute of Lifelong Learning
has just announced its
Spring Open Learning
Programme. 

There is a plethora of brand new courses
on topics of current significance, for
example ‘A Modern History of Iraq’ and
‘Television and Politics: An Intimate
Relationship’. 

The growing awareness of the importance
of an international perspective is evident in
‘Experiencing Poland’, while for those
whose compass point is contemporary
music, there is ‘Modern Irish Popular
Music’. This is also a year of many
significant musical landmarks, as you can
discover in ‘A Bouquet of Anniversaries’. 

If your creative line is more verbal,
broadcaster Malachi O’Doherty is offering
some advice in ‘Writing a Memoir’ and 

there are also a number of courses in the
‘media’ arts, in scriptwriting, radio and
film production.

The Institute is pleased to continue to
offer many of your ‘favourites’ from across
the different subject areas; including 
First Aid, the Language clubs and World
Literature. 

To encourage a little lightness of spirit in
the Spring, the Institute has included
courses such as ‘Puppetry’ (Verbal Arts
Centre, Derry), ‘Choose Happiness’, and
‘Wine Appreciation: Spring into Summer.’ 
You could get out and about in the fresh
air by joining one of the historical tours or
visits to galleries.

For further details and a free brochure,
contact: Institute of Lifelong Learning on 
028 9097 3324 or 028 9097 5058 or
email t.maginess@qub.ac.uk or
w.a.hunter@qub.ac.uk
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