
UK 2010 General Election
Candidates by gender, GB
	Party
	Total
	Male
	Female
	% Male
	% Female

	Green Party
	335
	227
	108
	68
	32

	Labour
	631
	441
	190
	70
	30

	Scottish Nationalist Party
	59
	43
	16
	73
	27

	Conservatives
	631
	484
	147
	77
	23

	Liberal Democrats
	631
	502
	129
	80
	20

	BNP
	338
	282
	56
	83
	17

	Plaid Cymru
	40
	34
	6
	85
	15

	UKIP
	558
	475
	83
	85
	15

	TOTALS
	3223
	2488
	735
	77
	23


Source: Press Association website, CAWP calculations.
The general election contest has attracted a record 4150 candidates from over 130 parties. Over 3000 of these candidates are campaigning under the banner of eight parties.  Women’s representation among candidates shows a very slight improvement on 2005, at 23%. Electoral politics in the UK, then, is still very much a male-dominated affair. Even taking the three main parties – Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrats – the proportion of female candidates only improves by two points, to 25%. 
There is a wide variation among party commitments to having women represented in democratic politics. The Green Party and Labour Party are leaders in this regard, with 32% and 30% women respectively. Among the other parties, women comprise just over one quarter of the Scottish Nationalist candidates and just under one quarter of Conservative candidates. The Conservative Party is fielding significantly more women in this election, having come in for much criticism in 2005 for their ‘woman-lite’ slate. Only one-fifth of the Liberal Democrats candidates are women, below the average across the parties.  Other parties have even further to go, though in the case of the BNP and UKIP, some may be surprised by the relative numbers of female candidates standing for these parties. Plaid Cymru continues to be conservative on the gender question. 
The extent to which the women fielded above, and especially for the three big parties, succeed in being elected is the next big question. This will tell us the extent to which women are treated as serious candidates, with a genuine chance of winning a seat as against filling party tickets as no-hope candidates. We await the results of the May 6 poll with interest.

