UK Election 2010 and Coalition Government
The UK general elections took place on the 6 May 2010.  Proving unable to obtain a majority, the Conservatives made a coalition government with the Liberal Democrat Party.  

Results by party
	Affiliation
	Members

	
	Conservative
	304

	
	Labour
	255

	
	Liberal Democrat
	57

	
	Democratic Unionist
	8

	
	SNP
	6

	
	Sinn Féin
	5 

	
	Plaid Cymru
	3

	
	SDLP
	3

	
	Alliance
	1

	
	Green
	1

	 
	Independent
	2

	 
	Speakers and Deputy Speakers
	4

	 Total
	650


*   Current speaker is John Bercow; Chairman of Ways and Means is Lindsay Hoyle (Labour) with First Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means Nigel  Evans (Conservative) and Second Deputy Chairman of Ways and Means being Dawn Primarolo (Labour)

The national result showed a 5% swing from Labour to Conservative.

Women Elected 
The number of female MPs rose to 143, an increase from 19.5% to 22% on the last parliament, and the highest ever total. In particular the number of female Conservative MPs rose from 18 to 48. Furthermore, the number of female MPs elected from a minority ethnic background also increased.  These include the first female black and Asian Conservative MPs: Helen Grant and Priti Patel and the first female Muslim MPs: Rushanara Ali, Shabana Mahmood and Yasmin Qureshi.  However, the numbers are still low if we consider that women account or 143 out of a total of 650 seats.  The Liberal Democrat party have only seven women in the Commons and while the number of female Conservative MPs has increased, only 2.6 percent of Conservative candidates promised to support issues on the gender pay gap and examine how deficits cuts would affect women.
   
Women MPs
	Surname, First name
	Constituency

	A 

	Abbott, Diane (Lab) 
	Hackney North and Stoke Newington

	Alexander, Heidi (Lab) 
	Lewisham East

	Ali, Rushanara (Lab) 
	Bethnal Green and Bow

	B 

	Bagshawe, Louise (Con) 
	Corby

	Baldwin, Harriett (Con) 
	West Worcestershire

	Beckett, Margaret (Lab) 
	Derby South

	Begg, Anne (Lab) 
	Aberdeen South

	Berger, Luciana (Lab) 
	Liverpool, Wavertree

	Blackman-Woods, Roberta (Lab) 
	City of Durham

	Blackwood, Nicola (Con) 
	Oxford West and Abingdon

	Blears, Hazel (Lab) 
	Salford and Eccles

	Bradley, Karen (Con) 
	Staffordshire Moorlands

	Bray, Angie (Con) 
	Ealing Central and Acton

	Brooke, Annette (LD) 
	Mid Dorset and North Poole

	Brown, Lyn (Lab) 
	West Ham

	Bruce, Fiona (Con) 
	Congleton

	Buck, Karen (Lab) 
	Westminster North

	Burt, Lorely (LD) 
	Solihull

	C 

	Chapman, Jenny (Lab) 
	Darlington

	Clark, Katy (Lab) 
	North Ayrshire and Arran

	Clwyd, Ann (Lab) 
	Cynon Valley

	Coffey, Ann (Lab) 
	Stockport

	Coffey, Thérèse (Con) 
	Suffolk Coastal

	Cooper, Rosie (Lab) 
	West Lancashire

	Cooper, Yvette (Lab) 
	Normanton, Pontefract and Castleford

	Creagh, Mary (Lab) 
	Wakefield

	Creasy, Stella (Lab) 
	Walthamstow

	Crouch, Tracey (Con) 
	Chatham and Aylesford

	Curran, Margaret (Lab) 
	Glasgow East

	D 

	De Piero, Gloria (Lab) 
	Ashfield

	Dinenage, Caroline (Con) 
	Gosport

	Dorries, Nadine (Con) 
	Mid Bedfordshire

	Doyle, Gemma (Lab) 
	West Dunbartonshire

	Doyle-Price, Jackie (Con) 
	Thurrock

	E 

	Eagle, Angela (Lab) 
	Wallasey

	Eagle, Maria (Lab) 
	Garston and Halewood

	Elliott, Julie (Lab) 
	Sunderland Central

	Ellison, Jane (Con) 
	Battersea

	Ellman, Louise (Lab) 
	Liverpool, Riverside

	Engel, Natascha (Lab) 
	North East Derbyshire

	F 

	Featherstone, Lynne (LD) 
	Hornsey and Wood Green

	Flint, Caroline (Lab) 
	Don Valley

	Fovargue, Yvonne (Lab) 
	Makerfield

	Fullbrook, Lorraine (Con) 
	South Ribble

	G 

	Gildernew, Michelle (SF) 
	Fermanagh and South Tyrone

	Gillan, Cheryl (Con) 
	Chesham and Amersham

	Gilmore, Sheila (Lab) 
	Edinburgh East

	Glass, Pat (Lab) 
	North West Durham

	Glindon, Mary (Lab) 
	North Tyneside

	Goodman, Helen (Lab) 
	Bishop Auckland

	Grant, Helen (Con) 
	Maidstone and The Weald

	Green, Kate (Lab) 
	Stretford and Urmston

	Greening, Justine (Con) 
	Putney

	Greenwood, Lilian (Lab) 
	Nottingham South

	Griffith, Nia (Lab) 
	Llanelli

	H 

	Harman, Harriet (Lab) 
	Camberwell and Peckham

	Harris, Rebecca (Con) 
	Castle Point

	Hermon, Sylvia (Ind) 
	North Down

	Hillier, Meg (Lab) 
	Hackney South and Shoreditch

	Hilling, Julie (Lab) 
	Bolton West

	Hodge, Margaret (Lab) 
	Barking

	Hodgson, Sharon (Lab) 
	Washington and Sunderland West

	Hoey, Kate (Lab) 
	Vauxhall

	J 

	Jackson, Glenda (Lab) 
	Hampstead and Kilburn

	James, Margot (Con) 
	Stourbridge

	James, Siân (Lab) 
	Swansea East

	Jamieson, Cathy (Lab) 
	Kilmarnock and Loudoun

	Johnson, Diana (Lab) 
	Kingston upon Hull North

	Jones, Helen (Lab) 
	Warrington North

	Jones, Susan (Lab) 
	Clwyd South

	Jowell, Tessa (Lab) 
	Dulwich and West Norwood

	K 

	Keeley, Barbara (Lab) 
	Worsley and Eccles South

	Kendall, Liz (Lab) 
	Leicester West

	L 

	Laing, Eleanor (Con) 
	Epping Forest

	Latham, Pauline (Con) 
	Mid Derbyshire

	Leadsom, Andrea (Con) 
	South Northamptonshire

	Lee, Jessica (Con) 
	Erewash

	Leslie, Charlotte (Con) 
	Bristol North West

	Long, Naomi (Alliance) 
	Belfast East

	Lucas, Caroline (Green) 
	Brighton, Pavilion

	Lumley, Karen (Con) 
	Redditch

	M 

	Macleod, Mary (Con) 
	Brentford and Isleworth

	Mactaggart, Fiona (Lab) 
	Slough

	Mahmood, Shabana (Lab) 
	Birmingham, Ladywood

	Main, Anne (Con) 
	St Albans

	May, Theresa (Con) 
	Maidenhead

	McCarthy, Kerry (Lab) 
	Bristol East

	McDonagh, Siobhain (Lab) 
	Mitcham and Morden

	McGovern, Alison (Lab) 
	Wirral South

	McGuire, Anne (Lab) 
	Stirling

	McIntosh, Anne (Con) 
	Thirsk and Malton

	McKechin, Ann (Lab) 
	Glasgow North

	McKinnell, Catherine (Lab) 
	Newcastle upon Tyne North

	McVey, Esther (Con) 
	Wirral West

	Miller, Maria (Con) 
	Basingstoke

	Milton, Anne (Con) 
	Guildford

	Moon, Madeleine (Lab) 
	Bridgend

	Mordaunt, Penny (Con) 
	Portsmouth North

	Morden, Jessica (Lab) 
	Newport East

	Morgan, Nicky (Con) 
	Loughborough

	Morris, Anne Marie (Con) 
	Newton Abbot

	Munn, Meg (Lab) 
	Sheffield, Heeley

	Munt, Tessa (LD) 
	Wells

	Murray, Sheryll (Con) 
	South East Cornwall

	N 

	Nandy, Lisa (Lab) 
	Wigan

	Nash, Pamela (Lab) 
	Airdrie and Shotts

	Newton, Sarah (Con) 
	Truro and Falmouth

	Nokes, Caroline (Con) 
	Romsey and Southampton North

	O 

	O'Donnell, Fiona (Lab) 
	East Lothian

	Onwurah, Chi (Lab) 
	Newcastle upon Tyne Central

	Osborne, Sandra (Lab) 
	Ayr, Carrick and Cumnock

	P 

	Patel, Priti (Con) 
	Witham

	Pearce, Teresa (Lab) 
	Erith and Thamesmead

	Perry, Claire (Con) 
	Devizes

	Phillipson, Bridget (Lab) 
	Houghton and Sunderland South

	Primarolo, Dawn (Lab) 
	Bristol South

	Q 

	Qureshi, Yasmin (Lab) 
	Bolton South East

	R 

	Reeves, Rachel (Lab) 
	Leeds West

	Reynolds, Emma (Lab) 
	Wolverhampton North East

	Riordan, Linda (Lab) 
	Halifax

	Ritchie, Margaret (SDLP) 
	South Down

	Rudd, Amber (Con) 
	Hastings and Rye

	Ruddock, Joan (Lab) 
	Lewisham, Deptford

	S 

	Sandys, Laura (Con) 
	South Thanet

	Seabeck, Alison (Lab) 
	Plymouth, Moor View

	Smith, Angela (Lab) 
	Penistone and Stocksbridge

	Smith, Chloe (Con) 
	Norwich North

	Soubry, Anna (Con) 
	Broxtowe

	Spelman, Caroline (Con) 
	Meriden

	Stuart, Gisela (Lab) 
	Birmingham, Edgbaston

	Swinson, Jo (LD) 
	East Dunbartonshire

	T 

	Teather, Sarah (LD) 
	Brent Central

	Thornberry, Emily (Lab) 
	Islington South and Finsbury

	Truss, Elizabeth (Con) 
	South West Norfolk

	V 

	Vaz, Valerie (Lab) 
	Walsall South

	Villiers, Theresa (Con) 
	Chipping Barnet

	W 

	Walley, Joan (Lab) 
	Stoke-on-Trent North

	Watkinson, Angela (Con) 
	Hornchurch and Upminster

	Wheeler, Heather (Con) 
	South Derbyshire

	Whiteford, Eilidh (SNP) 
	Banff and Buchan

	Willott, Jenny (LD) 
	Cardiff Central

	Winterton, Rosie (Lab) 
	Doncaster Central

	Wollaston, Sarah (Con) 
	Totnes


The Cabinet

The cabinet is comprised of the Prime Minister and 22 cabinet ministers.  In the current coalition cabinet there are four women (17%): Cheryl Gillan MP (Conservative), Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport; Theresa May MP (Conservative), Secretary of State for the Home Department and Minister for Women and Equalities; Caroline Spelman MP (Conservative), Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs; and Baroness Warsi (Conservative, unpaid), Minister without Portfolio.
Departments of State and Ministers

Below are the women in all government departments and ministries.  Including those women in the cabinet, the total number of women in the UK government is just 19.
Baroness Anelay of St. Johns (Conservative), Lords Chief Whip

Lynne Featherstone (Liberal Democrat), Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State jointly for Government Equalities Office and the Home Office

Cheryl Gillan (Conservative), Secretary of State for Wales

Justine Greening (Conservative), Economic Secretary, HM Treasury

Baroness Hanham (Conservative), Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Department for Communities and Local Government

Theresa May (Conservative), Minister of State (Women and Equalities) for Government Equalities Office; Secretary of State for the Home Department

Maria Miller (Conservative), Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Department for Work and Pensions

Anne Milton (Conservative), Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Department of Health

Baroness Neville-Jones (Conservative), Minister of State (Security) for the Home Office

Baroness Northover (Liberal Democrat), Baroness in Waiting

Baroness Rawlings (Conservative), Baroness in Waiting

Chloe Smith (Conservative), Assistant Whip

Caroline Spelman (Conservative), Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Sarah Teather (Liberal Democrat), Minister of State (Children and Families) for Department for Education

Baroness Verma, Spokesperson in Lords for Department for International Development; Baroness in Waiting

Theresa Villiers (Conservative), Minister of State (Rail and Aviation) for Department for Transport

Baroness Warsi (Conservative), Minister without Portfolio for Cabinet Office

Angela Watkinson (Conservative), Lord Commissioner (Whip)

Baroness Wilcox (Conservative), Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Department for Business, Innovation and Skills

If we breakdown the various departments and ministries we can further see the under-representation of women in the government:
	Department/Ministry
	No. of  Men
	No. of Women
	% of Women

	Cabinet
	19
	4
	17

	Attorney General’s Office
	2
	0
	0

	Office Advocate General for Scotland
	1
	0
	0

	Dept. for Business, Innovation and Skills
	6
	1
	14

	Cabinet Office
	5
	1
	17

	Dept. for Communities & Local Government
	5
	1
	17

	Culture, Media and Sport
	4
	0
	0

	Ministry of Defence
	6
	0
	0

	Department for Education
	5
	1
	17

	Dept. for Energy and Climate Change
	4
	0
	0

	Dept. for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
	3
	1
	25

	Foreign and Commonwealth Office
	6
	0
	0

	Government Equalities Office
	0
	2
	100

	Dept. of Health
	4
	1
	20

	Home Office
	3
	3
	50

	Dept. for International Development
	3
	1
	25

	Ministry of Justice
	5
	0
	0

	Office of the Leader of the House of Commons
	2
	0
	0

	Office of the Leader of the House of Lords
	1
	0
	0

	Northern Ireland Office
	2
	0
	0

	Privy Council Office
	1
	0
	0

	Scotland Office
	3
	0
	0

	Dept. for Transport
	3
	1
	25

	HM Treasury
	17
	3
	15

	Wales
	1
	1
	50

	Dept. for Work and Pensions
	4
	1
	20

	HM Household
	9
	4
	31

	Church Commissioners
	1
	0
	0

	TOTAL*
	125
	26
	17


*Since individuals can and do hold multiple positions, it is not that one government position = 1 person.  However, it still be useful to consider that 26 out of 151 government positions are held by women which is 17%
Shadow Cabinet and Opposition

Ed Miliband’s Labour shadow cabinet has 27 positions of which 12 or an impressive 44% are women:

Yvette Cooper, Shadow Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and Minister for Women and Equalities

Mary Creagh, Shadow Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Angela Eagle, Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury

Maria Eagle, Shadow Secretary of State for Transport

Caroline Flint, Shadow Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government

Harriet Harman, Deputy Leader and Shadow Secretary of State for International Development

Meg Hillier, Shadow Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change

Tessa Jowell, Shadow Minister for the Olympics

Ann McKechin, Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland

Baroness Royall of Blaisdon, Shadow Leader of the House of Lords

Baroness Scotland of Asthal QC, Shadow Attorney-General

Rosie Winterton, Commons Chief Whip

In addition to those women in the shadow cabinet, there are 26 female Shadow ministers:
Diane Abbott

Rushanara Ali

Luciana Berger

Roberta Blackman-Woods

Lyn Brown

Karen Buck

Margaret Curran

Gloria De Piero

Gemma Doyle

Helen Goodman

Lillian Greewood

Nia Griffith

Sharon Hodgson

Diana Johnson

Helen Jones

Barbara Keely

Liz Kendall

Shabana Mahmood

Kerry McCarthy

Fiona McTaggart

Chi Onwurah

Rachel Reeves

Emma Reynolds

Alison Seabeck

Angela Smith

Emily Thornberry

	Department/Ministry
	No. of  Men
	No. of Women
	% of Women

	Cabinet
	15
	12
	44

	Attorney General
	0
	2
	100

	Business, Innovation and Skills
	5
	2
	29

	Cabinet Office
	2
	1
	33

	Communities & Local Government
	2
	3
	60

	Culture, Media and Sport
	2
	2
	50

	Defence
	4
	1
	20

	Education
	4
	1
	20

	Energy and Climate Change
	1
	2
	67

	Environment, Food & Rural Affairs
	3
	1
	25

	Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
	3
	2
	40

	Government Equalities Office
	0
	2
	100

	Health
	2
	3
	60

	Home Affairs
	4
	2
	33

	International Development
	1
	2
	67

	Justice
	4
	1
	20

	Shadow Leader of the House of Commons
	1
	1
	50

	Shadow Leader of the House of Lords
	0
	1
	100

	Northern Ireland 
	2
	0
	0

	Scotland 
	1
	1
	50

	Transport
	3
	1
	25

	Treasury
	3
	2
	40

	Wales
	2
	0
	0

	Work and Pensions
	2
	3
	60

	Whips Office (Commons)
	10
	4
	29

	Whips Office (Lords)
	1
	0
	0

	TOTAL*
	77
	52
	40


*Since individuals can and do hold multiple positions, it is not that one shadow position = 1 person.  However, it still be useful to consider that 52 out of 129 opposition positions are held by women which is 40%
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