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Artistic Archive 
Ethnomusicology Drumming Residencies: Tim McCarthy

Studied 3 Dimensional Applied and Decorative Art at the University of Ulster and works as 
a visual artist and arts facilitator working in a broad range of media. A founder member of 
Island Design, a group of artists and craftspeople from the Lisburn area, Tim gained a certain 
notoriety a few years ago when he produced a limited edition set of mugs featuring 
caricatures of our most famous politicians, causing a storm in a teacup (as it were) in the halls 
of Stormont. Following this, he became the illustrator/ caricaturist for Fortnight magazine. He 
produces a variety of works each year, sometimes with community groups and sometimes 
to commission. At present he is co-ordinating 5 groups in Ligoniel, north Belfast to transform 
a section of the ‘peace wall’ with 20 large mosaic panels. He has a particular interest in the 
crossover period of Ireland’s past where she moved from paganism to Christianity and he 
often draws upon this to produce works which are rich in ornamentation and symbolism and 
use the same colour palette of reds, golds and green. His works hang in a variety of locations 
from New York to Conemarra and he has exhibited in the Barn Gallery, Hillsborough, 
Waterfront Hall, Belfast, Old Museum Arts Centre, Belfast and the Island Arts Centre,  Lisburn.

The Artist Explains
A shoal of salmon move as one, weaving amongst eachother and suddenly turning together 
in a different direction. The central figure like the Ghanaian drummers comes from overseas. 
He is a bronze enamelled figure who was made in Ireland but was found in a Norwegian 
grave. He represents ‘Mide’ - the centre stone, the mystical fifth province of Ireland, a 
recurrent motif in my work around whom the drums play. His goatskin halo (goatskin being 
the material from which drums are made) alludes to the fact that at one time on this island 
musicians were more highly regarded than even physicians. The background mirrors the 
intricate carving on the African drums and the repeat patteration around the edge of the 
piece literally ‘frames’ the music echoing the ‘drum circle’.




