Portable Appliance Testing (PAT)

 
1. What electrical equipment needs to be tested?

All portable appliances which are supplied at a voltage greater than 50V ac and which are connected to the electrical mains via a flexible cable/plug and socket (usually a 13 amp outlet) need to be tested. 
Examples of portable electrical equipment you may have include:

Visual display units, computers, kettles, hand drills, photocopiers, fridges, mobile phone chargers, vacuum cleaners, televisions, video recorders, musical instrument amplifiers and PA systems, space heaters, washing machines, extension leads, and hot plates etc. 
2. Who does the testing?

Each School and Directorate has responsibility for arranging for portable appliance testing to be updated annually. Schools and Directorates can contact the University’s Approved PAT Contractor to carry out testing. 
Approved Contractor: 
CLM Ltd
NI Contact:

Mr Barry Gillespie

Tel:


02828 260819

Mobile:


07793 968871

Email:


Barry.gillespie@clm-group.co.uk
Website:


www.clm-group.co.uk
Address:


Suite 3, Keyline House,





75a Main Street,





Larne,





County Antrim





BT40 1HH

3. How frequently will testing need to be carried out?
A contractor (or competent person) will be required to carry out testing at least once a year. The table below provides testing frequency for various types of electrical equipment. 
4. Where can I obtain more information?

Please refer to the University Policy on Portable Appliance Testing at:

http://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/HumanResources/OccupationalHealthandSafety/HealthandSafetyPolicy/PolicyandGuidance/
	EQUIPMENT/ENVIRONMENT
	USER CHECK
	FORMAL VISUAL INSPECTION
	INSPECTION & TESTING
	PROCEDURES

	Battery operated (less than 20 volts)
	No
	No
	No
	 

	Extra low voltage (less than 50 volts AC)
	No
	No
	No
	 

	Office IT equipment (eg Personnel Computers, VDU Screens
	No
	Yes, 4 Years
	No if double insulated - otherwise 4 - 5 years
	If testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	IT equipment in Student Computing Centres (SCCs).
	No
	Yes, 2 years
	No if double insulated - otherwise 4 - 5 years
	Computers from SCCs should be inspected and tested before being reallocated to other areas.

	Cables (leads) associated with the above IT equipment.
	Yes
	Yes, 2 years
	Yes, 2 - 4 years
	Tested every 2 years in Student Computing Centres and other high risk environments.  4 years in office areas.

	Central IT equipment attached to cabinets and racks.
	No
	Yes, 4+ years
	No
	Formal inspection by IT staff during system maintenance.

	Photocopiers/fax machines: NOT hand held (rarely moved)
	No
	Yes, 2 years
	No if double insulated - otherwise 4 - 5 years
	If testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	Double insulated equipment: NOT hand held, only moved occasionally, eg fans, desk lamps, slide/data projectors, fixed workshop equipment.
	Yes
	Yes, 1 year
	Yes, 2 years
	When testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	Double insulated equipment: hand held, eg some types of vacuum cleaners, portable drills, other power tools, workshop equipment
	Yes
	Yes, 6 months
	Yes, 1 year
	When testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	Earthed equipment (Class 1), eg electric kettles, some types of vacuum cleaners
	Yes
	Yes, 6 months
	Yes, 1 year
	When testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	Extension leads
	Yes
	Yes, 6 months
	Yes, 1 year
	When testing is required it should be carried out during the formal visual inspection.  

	
	
	
	
	

	Note:  Double insulated equipment (Class 2) is indicated by the square within a square symbol.
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