PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday June 30th 2004

New Regional Area Network set to serve the further and higher education community in Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland Regional Networking Ltd (NIRAN) is delighted to announce today the signing of a contract to provide the high-speed broadband network linking all the province’s FE colleges and institutions of higher education. ntl’s business division, a leading provider of communications services to the Public Sector, has won the tender to design and install the network, which links the FE and HE community in Northern Ireland to JANET, the UK’s network for education and research.

The Province’s universities and colleges have set up NIRAN as a company to manage the regional network; it is a good illustration of how educational institutions in Northern Ireland are working closely together. NIRAN has been strongly supported by the Department for Employment and Learning in planning the network. The procurement has been managed by UKERNA.

The consortium includes a number of research-oriented institutes such as the Armagh Observatory, as well as the College of Agriculture, Food and the Rural Enterprise.

The network will be installed during the summer and early autumn and will be functioning by the end of October. A major event will be held in November to mark the launch and demonstrate the capabilities of the network.

Will Haire, Permanent Secretary at the Department for Employment and Learning (DEL) said:  

"The impact of Information and Learning Technology in education has been remarkable to date. The increased use of broadband in Northern Ireland has the potential to dramatically enhance the learning experience of learners right through the education and training system.  DEL is, therefore, particularly pleased to support the tertiary education institutions in progressing the NIRAN project to future proof the broadband demands of colleges and universities."
NIRAN Chairman, Nigel Macartney, Director of Information Services at the University of Ulster, added: 
“Northern Ireland’s further and higher education community requires a reliable communications infrastructure that will support its organisations in cities and in the more rural areas. ntl can deliver the levels of availability and reliability that we require, and we were very impressed with the local team and the cost-effective technical solution it put forward. NIRAN will boost the province’s reputation as a centre of learning excellence by providing access to new resources and leading-edge learning tools.”

