School of English

Fulbright Press Release

Fulbright Distinguised Scholar Awards for Queen’s
The School of English and the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry have secured their second round of UK/US Fulbright Commission Distinguished Scholar Awards.  Three awards have been offered and accepted, building upon the two inaugural awards made last year.  Last year’s winners, Don Bogen of the University of Cincinnati and Rebecca Black of the University of North Carolina, have been in post at Queen’s since January; but the School of English has been permitted to release the names and profiles of next year’s cohort of visiting Fulbrighters.

All three appointments are for six months and commence in January 2012.  Two awards are now annual fixtures of the School and its Centre during the Winter/Spring term.  The timetabling of the awards suits the research and teaching formats of both Queen’s and the vast majority of Stateside universities.  However, the sheer strength of the shorlists this year prompted the UK Fulbright Commission to underwrite an additional, third award for the second semester of 2012.

Winner of the QUB-Fulbright Commission Distinguished Scholar Award in Creative Writing for 2012, Jeffrey Thomson is the author of four major collections of poems, including Birdwatching in Wartime, winner of the 2010 Maine Book Award, and Renovation (2005), both published by Carnegie Mellon University Press in Pittsburgh.  He is also the author of The Country of Lost Sons (2004) and The Halo Brace (1998), as well as various chapbooks and limited edition art books and translations.  He has also co-edited an anthology of emerging poets, From the Fishouse: An Anthology of Poems that Sing, Rhyme, Resound, Syncopate, Alliterate, and Just Plain Sound Great (2009). Jeff Thomson has won fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Pennsylvania Arts Commission, and, most recently, was named the 2008 Individual Arts Fellow in the Literary Arts by the Maine Arts Commission.   He is currently Associate Professor of Creative Writing at the University of Maine, Farmington.  At the Seamus Heaney Centre  he will be working on a new collection of poems engaging his ancestor William Thomson’s emigration experience from Scotland and Northern Ireland as well as recording emerging Irish poets for his popular website and online archive, From the Fishouse, including liaising locally with staff and poets involved in the new Seamus Heaney Centre Digital Archive.

Winner of the QUB-Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Award in Anglophone Irish Writing for 2012, Connie Voisine is the author of Rare High Meadow of Which I Might Dream, published by University of Chicago Press in 2008, a finalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Award. Her first book, Cathedral of the North, won the Associated Writing Program’s Award in Poetry and was published by University of Pittsburgh Press in 2001. Her work was recently featured at The Lab at Belmar, Colorado, a museum show pairing prehistoric stone tools with poems. Educated at Yale University, University of California at Irvine, and University of Utah, Voisine directs the creative writing programme at New Mexico State University and also coordinates La Sociedad para las Artes, its outreach organization. She is also a well regarded critic and reviewer of poetry, poetics and politics Stateside.  During her time as a Fulbright Scholar at the Seamus Heaney Centre, Connie Voisine looks forward to furthering her research into contemporary Anglophone Irish poetry, especially in terms of assisting her to research and write a series of essays on poetic borderlands and regions where history and identity are contested.  Her work to date has examined creatively and critically culturally contested regions involving the Canadian/ Maine border as well as the Mexican/New Mexico border.
Scott Boltwood has been named as a QUB-Fulbright Commission ‘All Discipline’ Scholar for 2012.  He will work cross-disciplinarily among English, Drama and the Institute of Irish Studies.  Scott received his undergraduate degree from Cornell University and his Ph.D. in English from the University of Virginia. He is currently an Associate Professor of English at Emory & Henry College, Virginia, where he teaches courses in both the history of Irish literature and Twentieth-Century Anglophone literature. His first book, Brian Friel, Ireland, and the North (Cambridge UP, 2007) sought to map ways in which the Northern Irish Troubles resonate through the work of this major Irish playwright. As a Fulbright Scholar at Queen's, Scott will research the history of the Ulster Group Theatre, which was arguably Ireland's most influential acting company throughout the 1940s and 1950s. This research will examine ways in which the company's plays staged nuanced negotiations of the region's sectarian tensions.  In association with his project, the Lagan Press has agreed to publish several volumes of Group plays, almost all of which have not been in print for over fifty years.
All three Fulbright Scholars will also contribute to the postgraduate and undergraduate teaching profiles of the School of English, offering various specialist seminars and workshops.
For further information on these appointments or on the QUB-UK Fulbright Commission links, contact Professor Brian Caraher, Director of Research for Poetry, Irish Writing, Creative Writing and Modern Literary Studies at b.caraher@qub.ac.uk or QUB ext. 3316.
