School of Politics, International Studies & Philosophy
 UNDERGRADUATE STAFF / STUDENT CONSULTATIVE MEETING

Minutes of Meeting held at 1pm 2nd November 2006
Resource Centre, 63 University Road
Present

Staff: 

David Phinnemore (DP), Keith Breen (KB),Catherine Madden (CM), 
Roberto Belloni (RB), Ralph Dielt (RD), John Catherwood (JC),
Caroline McNeill (secretary)

Students: 

Thomas Hogg (TH), Beradette Allen (BA), Anne Paulie (AP), Joseph McCollam (JMcC), Lucy Fleck (LF), Dan McElhatton (DMcE), Catherine McCloskey (CMcC), Kathryn Simpson (KS), Lila Ross (LR)
            (1) Apologies: Shane O’Neill, Alexander Kelle, Chris McKnight, Dennis Hunt 
David Phinemore welcomes everyone to the first SSCC meeting of the year and explains that he will not be chairing the meeting and that he would like a member of the SSCC to elect themselves as chair.
(2) Election of Chair – Dan MMcElhatton


(3) Co-Options - 
Keith Breen (KB) explained that there are 13 Undergraduate Course Representatives and that 1 more was needed.  Cultural and Media Studies course needs a representative and KB will be emailing students asking if someone from that course would volunteer to be on the committee.
(4) Minutes of the last meeting

(5)  Matters Arising

Enrolment and Welcome (Back) Programme -

(DP)  explained to the committee that this was the first year that the school organised enrolment and Welcome and Orientation for new and returning students.  DP asked for any feedback on the event to be sent to him.  RD announced that he thought it was useful for new students and for returning 2nd years but he felt that students did not need to hear the talks again.  Lucy Fleck (LF) felt it was good to hear about postgraduate courses at Welcome and Orientation and that it would be good if there was more said on that next year.  Catherine Madden (CM) asked for any recommendations with regards to Welcome and Orientation to be sent to someone within the school of PISP.
Library – 

KB explained that in module evaluations students say that the library is a let down and it has been suggested that a focus group is set up so students can give detailed views on how the library and bookshop can be improved as this problem seems to persist each year.  KB explained that the focus group would be voluntary.  As the schools librarian KB announced that he would like to be involved with the group.  Roberto Belloni (RB) suggested that it would be a good idea to invite someone from the library to the focus group such as 
Norma Menabney.  RB also wondered if Norma would be able to change the problems.   KB explained that Norma will be able to pass on problems to someone that has the authority to change them, especially as there will be a new library, they will be interested in hearing some new ideas.  CM told the group that we needed the agreement from the committee to set up the Focus Group.  Dan McElhatton (DMcE) thinks the focus group sounds like a good idea.  DP also announced that there has been data collected by the university with regards to the student drop out rate and he suggested that this issue was brought to the group.  CM explained that students drop out because they feel disengaged and it would be interesting to hear some comments on that so it could be improved for years to come.
(6) Report from Academic Board – 


Report was unavailable today as the meeting was taking place today.  Report will be available for the next meeting.
(7) Undergraduate Teaching


Kathryn Simpson (KS) explained that some students are getting disillusioned with tutorials.  Students are not happy with the way tutorial are being taught.  Students are only attending tutorials because they have to.  Some readings are not relevant to the tutorials and students are not happy with it. Lila Ross (LR) explained that some groups are well structured whereas some are more like a free for all discussion.  Anne Paulie (AP) thinks that some tutorials can be too hard for students and that is why they may drop out.  (KB) suggested that students should mention to their tutors that only some points are being covered in the tutorial.  DP added that for module review students should fill out forms as fully as possible so any problems such as this could be looked at.  RB suggested an anonymous suggestion box could be introduced so the tutor can see how things are progressing and how students feel about his/her teaching methods.
(8) Module Review – 


(DP) explained that module review will be taking place in week 10.  Programme Review has also taking place so the complete programme could be looked at.  SSCC will be given copies of this for review.
(9) Careers – Apologies from Alexander Kelle


John Catherwood announced that a student finishing his dissertation came to him saying that the school had no training available for writing CV’s.  KB explained that Alexander Kelle will be able to give more information at the next meeting on this and that students should keep an eye on their emails as AK sends information regarding careers through email.  CM stated that letters regarding Postgraduate applications will be sent out within the next few weeks.

(10) Societies 


KB announced that the POLYSOC society was up and running and their first event was tonight in the PFC ‘Motor Cycle Diaries’ and that everyone was welcome.

(11) AOB

KB asked all of the committee if their picture could be taken today for the notice board so students would know who to contact.

DP let the committee know that the university are drafting up a student contract to show regulations and warned the committee to be aware of the proposed content of the contract.

CM explained that it was important that agenda points are generated by students and to contact KB before the next meeting with any new issues that you would like discussed.

(12) Date of next Meeting


Thursday 23rd November 2006 at 1pm Resource Centre 
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