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                                                      Biography 

Professor Dame Judith joined the Hospice as Chief Executive in March 2005.  Prior to that, she held the 

role of Chief Nursing Officer at the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (1995 – 

February 2005).  During this time, she was responsible for leading nurse developments across       

Northern Ireland, which included the move of nurse and midwifery education into local   Universities in 

1997 and the roll-out of nurse prescribing.  In addition, she chaired the N.I. Palliative Care Services 

Review and published the report “Partnerships in Caring” in 2000.  Earlier in her  career she held the 

role of Senior Nurse and Tutor at Countess Mountbatten House (Southampton) and was involved in 

the development of Palliative Care as a specialty.  Dame Judith is a Visiting Professor to the School of Nursing at the           

University of Ulster.  At the Royal College of Nursing N.I. ‘Nurse of the Year’ awards event in June 2008, she was presented 

with the ‘Outstanding Achievement’ award and thereafter, in May 2009, was awarded the prestigious Royal College of     

Nursing Fellowship Award in recognition of her outstanding contribution to nursing and health care.  In July 2011, Dame   

Judith was awarded an Honorary DSc by the University of Ulster in recognition of her service to nursing and palliative care 

and, more recently, was awarded a DBE in the 2012 Queen’s New Year’s Honours list in recognition of her contribution to 

palliative care services.  Dame Judith is a founding member of a consortium of organisations, including  academic  institutions 

and palliative care service providers which, in 2011, established the All Ireland Institute of Hospice and Palliative Care 

(AIIHPC).  She is Chair of AIIHPC's Management Committee and also Chair of its Policy and Practice  Committee.   

Everyone welcome: to confirm a place at this lecture please contact Gillian Higgins: 

g.higgins@qub.ac.uk or telephone 028 90972639 


