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January 2014 

Newsletter  

Institute for the Study of Conflict 

Transformation and Social Justice  

Director’s Foreword 

In this latest newsletter we offer a range of features that 

highlight the expertise of Queen’s researchers on current 

news items related to conflict transformation and social 

justice. Historian Alex Titov provides a succinct analysis 

of the background to the current crisis in the Crimea, 

while the Institute’s visiting research professor, Michael 

Semple, and broadcasting lecturer and journalist, Julia 

Paul, examine aspects of the presidential election in Af-

ghanistan.   

Two more colleagues are introduced in our ‘QUB Re-

searchers in Conflict Transformation and Social Justice’ 

series and we are beginning a new series that examines 

topical issues in conflict transformation and social justice 

from different disciplinary perspectives.  The first theme 

considered in this issue is truth recovery and we hope to 

follow it up with similar discussions of commemoration 

and trauma. We welcome our readers’ feedback on 

these articles as well as ideas and suggestions for similar 

pieces in forthcoming editions of the newsletter.  

In addition to these features, the newsletter will keep 

you up to date with recent and forthcoming events at 

the Institute that we hope will be of interest to our 

friends both inside and outside Queen’s. 

 

Hastings Donnan 

Institute Director 

Newsletter No. 6, April 2014 
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◊ The Institute’s Deputy Director, Professor Peter Shirlow, has been elected as an academician of the Academy of Social Sciences, 

the National Academy of Academics, Learned Societies and Practitioners in the Social Sciences, the mission of which is to promote 

social sciences in the United Kingdom for the public benefit.  

 

◊ On Thursday, 27 February, John Brewer, Professor of Post-Conflict Studies, delivered the annual All Children Together Dunleath 

Lecture of the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education (NICIE), to mark Integrated Education Week 2014.  The lecture 

was entitled ‘The Limits of Politics: Reflections on a Damaged Peace’ . 

◊ The Institute is pleased to announce five new Inter-disciplinary Research Groups for 2014-15: 

(1) ‘Reshaping security in conflict and beyond: critical perspectives’, led by Dr Merav Amir, School of Geography, Archaeology 

and Palaeoecology and Dr Evi Chatzipanagiotidou, School of History and Anthropology. 

(2) ‘Projecting conflict: filmic representation of conflict’, led by Professor Cahal McLaughlin, School of Creative Arts. 

(3) ‘Regulating corporate agents’, led by Dr Cillian McBride, School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy. 

(4) ‘Constitutional futures: interdisciplinary dialogues to unlock new research pathways and resources’, led by Professor John 

Morison, School of Law. 

(5) ‘Gender justice and conflict transformation’, led by Professor Yvonne Galligan and Dr Victoria Montgomery, School of Politics, 

International Studies and Philosophy. 
 

RECENT INSTITUTE NEWS AND EVENTS 

Launch of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) - 

Identity, conflict and public space: contest and trans-

formation  

A new free online learning initiative led by Dr Dominic Bryan, 

Director of Institute of Irish Studies, on ‘Identity, conflict and 

public space: contest and transformation’ starts 28 April 2014 

for a duration of six weeks. The initiative developed by Dr Bry-

an involves support from Institute staff, Dr Neil Jarman and Dr 

Milena Komarova, as well as support from the Centre for Edu-

cational Development and Information Services. 

The course 

The free online course introduces the learner to issues around 

the use of public space to express identity. It is aimed at large-

scale participation and open access via the internet. It does not 

offer academic credit. 

This course will start by looking at the nature of social groups 

and the importance of identity and public spaces in politics 

around the world (for example the Arab Spring, the Occupy 

movement and civil rights movements). It will then examine 

why understanding public space is important through looking 

at symbols, parades and memorials. The course will examine 

well-documented examples, focusing on the learning that has 

arisen from the Northern Ireland peace process. It will explore 

the role of human rights and public policy. It will conclude by 

returning to the comparative frame to examine key lessons for 

understanding conflict transformation in divided societies. 

Please click here to view the course description, trailer and 

register for the course: http://www.qub.ac.uk/research-

centres/isctsj/News/Title,430365,en.html 

Requirements 

The course has no specific requirements however, learners will 

be required to create an artefact which could include the use 

of third party applications. 

NEW COURSE 
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Introducing Dr Merav Amir, School of Geography, Archaeology and Palaeo-

ecology (GAP) 

Merav Amir recently joined the Society, Space and Culture research cluster at the 

School of GAP.  Her field of research includes political theory, border studies, critical 

security studies, the Israeli/Palestinian conflict, feminist studies and queer theory.  

Her prior research combines a theoretical engagement with prevalent articulations of 

the concept of the border, with empirical examinations of the use of border-making 

technologies in the occupied Palestinian territory. In the paper ‘The Making of a Void 

Sovereignty: Political Implications of the Military Checkpoints in the West Bank’, pub-

lished in Environment and Planning D: Society and Space in 2013, she identifies and 

analyses the implications of the integration of border-making technologies into the 

Israeli checkpoints in the West Bank.  Through this analysis she argues that this inte-

gration enables the checkpoints to perform two seemingly contradictory roles simultaneously: as, in actuality, they impede the 

sustainment of an independent Palestinian rule, they enable the fabrication of the appearance of a Palestinian sovereignty.  Her 

current research projects examine the role of processes of identity formation in political activism, the reshaping of public spaces 

with the introduction of new security technologies and the securitisation of post-conflict societies.  In her article ‘Women Speaking 

of National Security: The Case of Checkpoint Watch’, forthcoming in International Political Sociology, she examines the reporting 

praxis of the all-women grassroots organization, Checkpoint (Machsom) Watch.  By analysing the ways in which the reports ad-

dress the Israeli public through the concept of parrhesia, this paper suggests that this form of reporting enables the women activ-

ists to make their way into the highly masculinized and militarized Israeli security discourse and to establish a place for themselves 

in it, by using their gendered marginality, rather than despite it.  Merav was also active in several feminist anti-occupation Israeli 

organizations and she coordinated the research project of the Coalition of Women for Peace.  In 2014-15, she will lead one of the 

ISCTSJ’s new Interdisciplinary Research Groups on ‘Reshaping Security in Conflict and Beyond: Critical Perspectives’. 

Queen’s Researchers in Conflict Transformation and Social Justice 

 

Introducing Lauren Dempster 
Lauren is a doctoral student undertaking interdisciplinary research between the Schools of Law and Geography, 
Archaeology and Palaeoecology, researching the disappeared and dealing with the past in Northern Ireland. 

 
During the conflict in and about Northern Ireland, a number of individuals were 
disappeared by armed groups.  In 1999 the IRA released a statement acknowledging 
responsibility for a number of these disappearances.  Also at this time, the British and 
Irish governments enacted legislation enabling the creation of a specialist search team - 
the Independent Commission for the Location of Victims’ Remains.  This legislation 
allowed those directly involved in carrying out these acts to provide the Commission 
with information relating to the location of burial sites, without risk of prosecution.  This 
was, in effect, a limited amnesty.  Since the commission was formed, the remains of nine 
victims have been recovered and returned to their families for burial; however, the 
remains of others are yet to be found. 
 
My thesis seeks to explore the phenomenon of disappearing in Northern Ireland and 
analyse what the responses by key actors can tell us about dealing with the past during 
the transition from conflict here.  The first part of my thesis considers the changing 

responses to the disappeared from the perspectives of several actors: the republican movement; victims’ families; the state; and 
the wider community.  Subsequently, in the second part of my thesis I will explore how these responses relate to the transition 
from conflict by analysing a number of themes central to debates on dealing with the past.  These will include the role of apology 
and acknowledgement, trust, and memory.  Particular consideration will be given to the response to the disappeared as an 
example of a transitional mechanism that incorporates neither accountability nor truth. 
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John J. Cullinane Lecture: ‘The Economics of 

Conflict Resolution: Northern Ireland and the 

Clinton Peace Efforts’ 

 

John J. Cullinane, the 

distinguished US soft-

ware pioneer, gave an 

invited lecture enti-

tled ‘The Economics of 

Conflict Resolution: 

Northern Ireland and 

the Clinton Peace Efforts’, on 27 May 2013 at Queen’s Universi-

ty Management School (QUMS).  The lecture was sponsored 

jointly by the ISCTSJ and QUMS and was chaired by Dr Graham 

Brownlow (QUMS), Director of the Irish Centre for Business 

and Economic Performance.  The guests included many leading 

figures from the political, academic, business and voluntary 

sectors within Northern Ireland.  Dr Brownlow’s brief introduc-

tion noted that entrepreneurship, as exemplified by Mr Culli-

nane, was a neglected aspect of economics and that economics 

is a vital, if misunderstood, part of conflict resolution. Mr Culli-

nane presented a short video on the theme of the general rela-

tionship between economic rebuilding and reconciliation as 

well as the specific lessons that the Northern Irish experience 

could provide for other divided societies.  In the lecture which 

followed he spoke about his commercial and entrepreneurial 

experience as well as the issues of reconciliation and economic 

development, drawing on his innovative role as a pioneer in 

the global software industry as well as his involvement in vari-

ous peace initiatives.  The lecture was then followed by a ques-

tion and answer session, during which a range of questions 

were asked about the general linkages between entrepreneur-

ship, reconciliation and peace building as well as the specific 

experience of Northern Ireland.  Mr Cullinane also observed 

that Northern Ireland was well positioned to act as a location 

for future Middle East peace talks. 

Further information on Mr Cullinane can be found here: http://

www.cullinaneentrepreneurship.com/john-cullinane/ 

 

CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 

Elections in Afghanistan 

With the crucial Afghanistan elections that will see the election of a successor to President Hamid Kharzai 
underway, we have asked two Queen’s researchers with extensive experience of Afghanistan to provide an insight 
into different aspects of the elections.  Michael Semple, a visiting research professor at the Institute examines the 
possible implications of the Taliban’s boycott of the elections, while Julia Paul addresses the attitudes of Afghan 
women to the elections. 

‘The Taliban and the Afghan elections’ 

Two months before polling day Michael Semple authored a report on the Taliban's 

position on the Afghan elections. The timing of the report was intended to help those 

following the election campaign understand the role of violence and disruption. But it 

meant that the paper had to include some predictions, always a risky venture.  In the 

event the pattern of electoral violence played out largely as anticipated in the report.  In 

effect the elections represented a strategic defeat for the Taliban as they found 

themselves unable to affect the outcome. 

 Efforts at political negotiation with the Taliban by the United States and the Karzai 

government during 2013 achieved no substantive progress.  As a result the Taliban continued their armed campaign and took a 

very public decision to oppose the 2014 presidential elections. In public they announced this as a boycott.  But in reality they 

launched a campaign of disruption.  However the Taliban do not have the capacity to run a centralised military operation.  Instead 

their military leadership issued operating instructions to commanders across the country to disrupt election activities as they saw 

fit.  Disruption was to take place as a pattern of violence spread across the areas where Taliban are active.  But previous experience 

has shown the Taliban unable to calibrate their commanders' actions or launch grand offensives.  Therefore ‘Groups in the 

provinces will carry out more attacks than they would have otherwise, but the increase in violence will be less dramatic and 

widespread than hoped for by Taliban hardliners or predicted by their propagandists’. Overall, the opposition of the Taliban to the 

Afghan elections is likely to increase in violence and facilitate or encourage voter fraud, but will not be sufficient to derail the 

whole electoral process.  

 

Michael’s original report is available at http://www.usip.org/publications/the-taliban-s-view-of-the-2014-elections. 
Further details of Michael’s research on Afghanistan are available on his ISCTSJ profile http://www.qub.ac.uk/
research-centres/isctsj/Staff/MrMichaelSemple/ 

 

‘Afghan women and the elections’ 

In April Afghanistan’s estimated 12 million voters go to the polls to elect a new President. The United Nation’s Official 
Ján Kubiš, who is Ban-ki Moon’s Special Representative in Afghanistan, has said the level of women’s participation will 
be a ‘key measure of success’ of the election. 

Fifty-five per cent of Afghanistan’s population is female, and the moves forward in women’s political representation in 
the country have been held up as some of the greatest gains since the fall of the Taliban. Afghanistan has more 
female politicians than either the UK or Ireland.  However, all eleven Presidential candidates are men.  The only 
woman running, businesswoman Khadija Ghaznawi, was disqualified by Afghanistan’s Independent Election 
Commission last October, along with half of those who had put their names forward for the job.  Khadija Ghaznawi 
has said the reasons for her disqualification were never communicated to her. 

There are still opportunities for women to participate in the elections as staff, and of course, voters.  But when the 
Taliban has vowed to attack anyone participating in the elections, and many Afghans face long expensive journeys to 
vote, there are fears that the lack of women candidates will further put off women voters. 

The Asia Foundation, a non-profit development organisation working across Asia, has been carrying out opinion polls 
in Afghanistan since 2006. Last year, their ninth survey questioned more than 9,000 Afghans across all 34 provinces. It 
found that 56 per cent of respondents thought the Presidential elections would make their lives better, but over half 
(59 per cent) said they would experience fear when voting, with more women (60 per cent) having fear than men (56 
per cent).  

 

Julia Paul lectures in the practice of broadcasting in the School of English. She has extensive journalistic experience 
in Afghanistan http://juliapaul.org/ 

http://www.cullinaneentrepreneurship.com/john-cullinane/
http://www.cullinaneentrepreneurship.com/john-cullinane/
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 Crimea: The historical background to the current conflict 

The current crisis over Crimea is the latest episode in the unravelling of the USSR along Soviet 

administrative borders.  Crimea’s status is particularly sensitive due to its ‘accidental’ inclusion 

in Ukraine by Nikita Khrushchev in 1954.  What cannot now be seen as other than a painful 

twist of irony, this was meant to symbolise the eternal friendship between the Russians and 

Ukrainians.  Although changes to daily life were negligible within the Soviet framework, Crimea 

became the only region in independent Ukraine without an ethnic Ukrainian majority, the Rus-

sians making up 60 per cent, many of them with strong links to the Russian/Soviet military, 

either as retired personnel or their families.  The volatility is exacerbated by the presence of 

some 300,000 Crimean Tatars (out of two million total), with strong anti-Russian views after 

their 1944 deportation, further fuelled by land disputes with the Slavs.  Finally, the presence of 

the Black Sea navy in Sevastopol and uncertainty over its long term status add to an already 

incredibly conflict-prone situation. 

The issue of Crimea, however, became critical only during Ukraine’s current political crisis caused by the failure to create an effec-

tive state with ideology capable of consolidating an extremely diverse population.  The Ukrainian politics of endless compromises 

and elite intrigues led to gross mismanagement of the economy and corruption grave even by ex-USSR standards.  The frustration 

of the entire population exploded in the 2014 revolution, which has a more national(ist) bias than ever before and, as such, poses 

serious challenges for finding a workable formula for Ukraine’s future. 

President Putin seems to have got fed up with Ukrainian politics and decided to take over one part of Ukraine which in his mind is 

uncontestably Russian.  Rather than the original intention of using Crimea as a bargaining chip in negotiations over a Ukrainian 

settlement (e.g. its federalisation), it was decided to annex Crimea outright and face down whatever international (western) pres-

sure might come.  The ball is now with the west, and its response will determine the severity and length of the most serious Russo-

western crisis since the Cuban missile standoff in 1962. 

Alexander Titov,  

Lecturer,  

School of History and Anthropology (a.titov@qub.ac.uk) 

Dr Titov is currently working on a new biography of Nikita Khrushchev for Routledge’s ‘Historical Biographies’ series.  

 

 

 

 
Urban Space  
 
 

 

 

 

QUB-PUC (Rio) workshop on ‘Aspects of Conflict Transformation’ 

 

The first joint workshop between Queen’s and the Pontifical Cath-

olic University (PUC) in Rio de Janeiro on ‘Aspects of Conflict 

Transformation’ was hosted by the Institute and the School of 

Politics, International Studies and Philosophy at Queen’s on 19 

February 2014.  Comparative themes explored included security, 

political and cultural institutions and fragile states.  Participants 

included Professor Paulo Esteves, Professor João Nogueira, Ms 

Renata Summa, and Ms Fernanda Barreto Alves from the Institute 

of International Relations, PUC, and Professor David Phinnemore, 

Dr Cathal McCall, Dr Neil Jarman, Dr Andrea Mayr, Mr Michael 

Potter, Dr Andrew Thomson and Dr Connal Parr from QUB.  The 

workshop was declared a great success by participants, not least 

because it identified fruitful areas for future collaboration.  To 

that end, Professor Paulo Esteves, Director of the Institute of International Relations, PUC, undertook to organise the second work-

shop at PUC in 2015. 
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SUPPLEMENT: Truth Recovery 

 
Interdisciplinary approaches to truth recovery 

In the first instalment of a new series that looks at interdisci-

plinary approaches to topical issues in conflict transformation 

and social justice, three Queen’s researchers from different 

disciplinary backgrounds – Iosif Kovras (political science), Luke 

Moffett (law) Cheryl Lawther (criminology and sociology) – 

offer their views on truth recovery. 

‘The global diffusion of truth and its pitfalls’, by Iosif Kovras 

(ISCTSJ) 

Over the past few decades truth recovery has become a consti-

tutive element of transitional justice and peacebuilding. Ac-

cording to the literature, new wars have increased the number 

of civilian casualties, and therefore in the aftermath of a con-

flict something more than the absence of violence (i.e. negative 

peace) is needed.  In essence, a policy that would restore social 

relations broken by violence is required, and truth recovery has 

become a key component of the toolkit of international peace-

building operations. 

The prominence of truth commissions in post-conflict settings, 

emerging legal norms related to the right of victims to know 

the truth, or even the growing use of forensic evidence from 

loci of violence, are only some representative examples 

pointing to the global diffusion of truth in transitional justice.  

Yet, it often goes unnoticed how truth gained global currency 

and how specific crimes have historically contributed to this 

development.  For example, the clandestine crime of enforced 

disappearances set the stage for a relentless struggle on behalf 

of the families to recover the facts surrounding the disappear-

ance of their loved ones.  This mobilization has paved the way 

for the establishment of truth commissions and the erosion of 

amnesty laws, as well as the deployment of forensic evidence 

to re-construct the truth.   

Since the mid-1990s, and especially after the South African 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), truth was detached 

from specific human rights abuses and acquired a broader val-

ue.  It is revealing that the mandates of the first truth commis-

sions focused almost exclusively on the disappeared; it was 

only after the South African TRC that truth commissions ac-

quired broader scope and truth became a means to achieving 

higher ends, such as reconciliation. 

Although the concept of truth recovery in transitional settings 

has gained currency, it has been used to refer to a wide range 

of different – even contradictory – phenomena.  It remains 

contested whether truth recovery constitutes a means to a 

higher end (i.e. reconciliation) or an end in itself.  It is equally 

undetermined whether truth refers to a process (i.e. truth-

telling) or an outcome (i.e. report of a truth commission).   

Another problematic feature of the concept of truth recovery is 

that it has been used to explore different units of analysis.  For 

example, guided by the logic of due process, legal scholars 

focus on the ‘individual’ level (i.e. the victims, or the perpetra-

tor) of truth, while social scientists adopt a broader form of 

truth emphasizing ‘state institutions’ or the ‘society’ at large.  

Hence, a peculiar ‘dialogue of the deaf’ has emerged between 

different disciplines that use the very same concept to refer to 

radically different social processes.  This is not necessarily a 

negative outcome; the plurality of approaches can be a step to 

fruitful inter-disciplinary collaboration in the future, but this 

requires embracing these differences first. 

‘Legal approaches in truth recovery’, by Luke Moffett (School 

of Law) 

The recovery of truth has been a long-standing concern of legal 

scholars and practitioners; however, it has only recently been 

framed as an emerging right in international law.  Criminal 

trials are considered fundamental in the determination of the 

truth through carefully crafted rules of evidence and proce-

dure, which balance the competing interests of the public in 

prosecuting crimes and protecting the rights of the defendant 

to a fair trial. 

The adversarial trial common to English-speaking jurisdictions 

is not always conducive to uncovering the truth.  The contested 

nature of evidence can mean that defendants deny their role 

and responsibility in offences, thereby obfuscating the truth.  

This leaves little room for victims to participate or have their 

interests considered in the determination of the truth, being 

generally reduced to acting as just witnesses.   

With international crimes such as disappearances and geno-

cide, the political nature and mass scale of such crimes makes 

evidence recovery and witness testimony difficult to procure, 

due to often continuing insecurity and lack of judicial infra-

structure and staff, as in the aftermath of the Rwandan geno-

cide. Moreover, criminal trials for international crimes con-

verge on the criminal responsibility of individuals, neglecting 

the mass perpetration, systematic nature of international 

crimes, and political context of such crimes. 

In recent decades there has been an emerging recognition in 

international law of a right to truth.  This right has its origin in 

the humanitarian concern for the fate of loved ones missing in 

conflict. The right to truth has been developed to remedy and 

alleviate the ongoing anguish, frustration, and suffering caused 

by not knowing the fate of a loved one.  In human rights law 

there is emerging jurisprudence that victims and their next of 

kin have a right to the truth for gross violations of human 

rights, such as disappearances, torture, and extra-judicial exe-

cutions. This right to truth has two components based on 

states’ positive obligations for gross violations: to carry out 

effective investigations to lead to the identification of those 

responsible, and the disclosure of state records.  

While there remains disagreement on the legal basis of the 

right to truth in regional human rights conventions, due to their 

explicit absence, there is emerging consensus that in the after-

math of gross violation of human rights, victims, their families 

and members of society have a right to effective investigation 

and prosecution of those responsible.  Alternative mechanisms 

of obtaining the truth, such as truth commissions, can be a 

compromise between the need for investigation of such crimes 

and the reality that criminal trials are unlikely to unearth the 

truth, requiring forgoing prosecutions through a more incentiv-

ised approach of conditional amnesties.  As this area continues 

to evolve, so does our ability to create legal regimes to find the 

truth against the backdrop of contested perceptions of the past 

and the practicalities of reliably determining what occurred. 
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UPPLEMENT: Truth Recovery SUPPLEMENT: Truth Recovery 

 

‘Truth, politics and the pull of the past’, by Cheryl Lawther 

(School of Sociology, Social Policy and Social Work) 

As both Iosif and Luke note, the twenty-first century has been 

characterized by an urge or rush to truth in the aftermath of 

violent conflict.  Declarations of ‘Nunca Mas’ and truth com-

missions in Latin America, the opening of Stasi police files in 

Eastern Europe and the establishment of the South African 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission, amongst others, have all 

been influential.  Easy assumptions abound – that uncovering 

truth will, for example, heal victims’ wounds, reaffirm the rule 

of law, promote accountability and foster reconciliation.   

Yet, as Ruti Teitel (Transitional Justice, 2000) and Bronwyn 

Leebaw (Judging State-Sponsored Violence, Imagining Political 

Change, 2011) have argued, transitional justice institutions – 

such as truth recovery bodies - cannot simply rely on a set of 

commonly accepted norms for guidance.  Instead, they seek to 

naturalise the compromises, distortions and irregularities that 

frame their investigations, creating a new imagined political 

community.  Underexplored in this literature are those jurisdic-

tions where the pull of the past directly maps onto and struc-

tures opposed to the establishment of formal truth recovery 

processes.  In this contest, there is often little desire to break 

with the past and its unpacking, or the prospect of it may signal 

a crisis of memory, defined by Richard Terdiman as people’s 

experience of ‘the insecurity of their culture’s involvement with 

its past, the perturbation of the link to their own inheritance’.  

Rather, competing interpretations of legitimacy, identity and 

the politics of memory are marshalled in the attempt to secure 

the past. 

Local and international experience illustrates that competing 

interpretations of victimhood – who is an innocent or guilty 

victim? - often sit at the heart of this debate.  Any deviation – 

real or perceived - from these categories, by, for example, 

attempting to recognise the complexity of the term ‘victim’ can 

readily give rise to a hierarchal understanding of truth and the 

critique of creating moral equivalence between victims and 

combatants and negating levels of loss.  Such visions of the 

past perfect inevitably conflict with the objective of challenging 

the distortions and irregularities of the past and creating a new 

imagined political community.  The importance of preserving 

historical accounts of the past further links to both a lack of 

trust in one’s political opponents and their intentions as re-

gards truth recovery, and a lack of confidence in the self – 

namely one’s ability to sell one’s story.  Particular challenges 

for pro-state actors can be identified and for whom loyalty to 

the state and pre-transitional regime is a key marker of their 

identity.  In such contexts, loyalty may mitigate against engage-

ment with a truth process, engendering silence rather than 

voice.  Conversely, re-examining the past may be interpreted as 

a betrayal of the memory of those who sacrificed – often by 

way of physical loss – during the conflict, and as a challenge to 

the meaning of their death. 

 

 

       NEW PUBLICATION 

Iosif Kovras, Truth Recovery and Transitional 

Justice (Routledge, 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A book entitled Truth Re-

covery and Transitional 

Justice by the Institute’s 

Fellow, Dr Iosif Kovras, was 

published by Routledge in 

April 2014.  The book inves-

tigates why some societies 

defer transitional justice 

issues after successful democratic consolidation. 

Despite democratisation, the exhumation of mass graves 

containing the victims from the violence in Cyprus (1963-

1974) and the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) was de-

layed until the early 2000s, when both countries decided 

to revisit the past. The book  explores the novel phenom-

enon of post-transitional justice, namely the increasing 

trend among countries trying to come to terms with past 

violence, albeit with a significant delay. 
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Profiles of new senior fellows 

Profiles of new senior fellows 
 

Workshop: ‘Remarkably Successful 

Power-Sharing in Northern Ireland’ 
 

 

On Tuesday 1 October 2013, the British Academy-funded 

‘Promise of Peace’ project hosted a workshop delivered 

by Professor Brendan O’Leary, University of Pennsylvania 

and Queen’s University Belfast.  Professor O’Leary 

whetted our interest and provoked our thoughts by enti-

tling his talk in the manner of a pamphleteer: 

‘Remarkably Successful Power-Sharing in Northern Ire-

land: Reflections on Excessive Ingratitude, Especially 

Among the Astonished’.  This well-attended event includ-

ed contextual discussion and analysis of the origins of 

power-sharing, and placed current difficulties and chal-

lenges in comparative context.  Professor O’Leary’s 

measured (and evidence-based) argument in support of 

the Northern Ireland consociational model generated 

much debate, as all participants reflected on how far the 

political institutions have come in the 15 years since the 

Good Friday/Belfast Agreement 1998.  The workshop 

also raised broader scholarly questions about local con-

text. 

 

Professor Colin Harvey 

School of Law 

Queen’s University Belfast 

Senior Fellow, 2014-15: Professor Kieran McEvoy, School of Law 

Kieran McEvoy is Professor of Law and Transitional Justice and has just stepped down as Director of Research at the School of 

Law. He was previously employed in the NGO sector before entering academia in 1995.  He has been a visiting professor at New 

York University, Fordham, Berkeley, Cambridge and the London School of Economics, and spent a year as a Fulbright Distinguished 

Scholar in the Human Rights Program at Harvard Law School.  He has a long history of activism in human rights and conflict trans-

formation, having served as a board member of the Committee on the Administration of Justice for much of the last two decades, 

as well as being a founding board member of Community Restorative Justice 

Ireland.  His areas of research interest include transitional justice, truth recovery, 

amnesties, ex-combatants, victims, human rights, the sociology of the legal pro-

fession, penology, restorative justice, comparative legal studies and conflict reso-

lution.  He has written or edited six books and over fifty journal articles and 

scholarly book chapters.  He has conducted research on transitional justice in 

Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Uganda, Israel/Palestine, Colombia, South Africa, Argenti-

na, Uruguay, Spain, Italy as well as Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.  

His research has garnered significant international recognition including winning 

the British Society of Criminology book of the year award, the Socio-Legal Studies 

Association Article of the Year award (three times) and in 2008 he was named by 

Arena magazine as one of the UK’s top ten ‘young intellectuals’ for his work on the Northern Ireland peace process.  

While at the Institute he will be working on two monographs – one on amnesties and conflict transformation (arising from a com-

parative AHRC funded project which he led - AHRC AHE008984 ‘Beyond Legalism: Amnesties, Transition and Conflict Transfor-

mation’, £305,000) and the other examining the difficulties associated with dealing with the past in Northern Ireland.  In addition, 

he will be managing a further ESRC-funded comparative project (ES J009849 1 ‘Lawyers in Conflict and Transition’, £490,000) which 

will examine the role of lawyers in Chile, South Africa, Tunisia, Israel, Palestine and Cambodia.  With colleagues from across the 

university he also plans to submit a number of additional research funding proposal on apologies, constructions of victimhood and 

silence. 

 

Senior Fellow, 2014-15: Professor Fiona Magowan, School of History and 

Anthropology 

Fiona Magowan’s research focuses on three interconnected areas: religious transformation 

in Australian Aboriginal ritual and Christianity; art, emotion and identity politics; and Australi-

an intervention policies in the context of the domestic moral economy in the Northern Terri-

tory. The majority of her work has been undertaken with Yolngu of Galiwin’ku in north east 

Arnhem Land and she has examined intercultural issues with non-indigenous policy makers 

and community stakeholders. She has previously worked with some indigenous artists on 

Galiwin’ku, as well as those who are members of the stolen generations in South Australia on 

the aesthetics of emotion, memory and healing, as senior researcher on a HERA grant (led by 

Dr. Maruska Svašek). 

As part of an ESRC grant (with Professors Karen Sykes, Manchester, and Chris Gregory, ANU), she is researching how Yolngu fami-

lies engage with changes in the domestic moral economy as they seek to adapt and uphold their cultural practices in the face of 

major shifts in government policies and conflicts of value in institutional governance. As Institute Fellow, she will continue to devel-

op this work to examine the moral, emotional and performative particularities of Yolngu lifeworlds in the domestic moral economy 

as they respond to intercultural conflicts of value in the context of Australian neo-liberalism. She will examine how the domestic 

moral economy has been shaped by different kinds  of interventions and intercultural reconciliation processes. 

Questions of intervention and reconciliation also speak to broader issues of recognition, atonement and healing which are being 

addressed in culture and arts programmes in Australia and elsewhere. Ethnographically grounded in the north Australian context, 

Professor Magowan’s research shares common concerns with activities undertaken by the Institute’s ‘Art, Performance and Media 

in (Post)-Conflict Societies’ and the recently funded, ‘Projecting Conflict’ Interdisciplinary Research Groups. She aims to comple-

ment these networks with links to reconciliation programmes internationally, hosting invited speakers and working on a collabora-

tive grant. The research also intends to build doctoral student capacity with external partners and profile existing and forthcoming 

PhD researchers on reconciliation in forum theatre and reconciliation through media practice, the latter to be hosted by the Insti-

tute.  
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RECENT EVENTS 

 

Marie Coleman, The Irish revolution, 1916-

1923 (Routledge, 2013)  

A text-book entitled The Irish Revolution, 1916-1923 by 

the Institute’s Senior Fellow, Dr Marie Coleman, was 

published by Routledge in November 2013.  Part of the 

long-established Seminar Studies in History series, it 

combines a narrative of events with a critical analysis of 

modern interpretations and debates and is supplement-

ed by a section providing extracts from the most signifi-

cant documents of the period.  The Irish Revolution deals 

with events from the Easter Rising to the Irish Civil War, 

including the Irish War of Independence and the parti-

tion of Ireland and reflects the most recent scholarship 

dealing with the issues of violence, class, gender and 

sectarianism in revolutionary Ireland. 

 

NEW PUBLICATION 

Reflections on Religion, Peace-building and the 
Past 

On Tuesday 21 January two world-leading experts on religious 
peace-building, Professors John Paul Lederach and Scott Ap-
pleby of the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at 
the University of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA, addressed a large 
audience of academics, students, NGOs, and religious groups 
involved in peace-building.  Susan McEwan of the Corrymeela 
Community and Michael Wardlow, Chief Commissioner of the 
Equality Commission reflect upon the event. 

Susan McEwan 

John Paul Lederach in his recent lecture in Belfast spoke direct-
ly to how post-conflict societies need to manage the past in a 
way that recognises that time and memory are not linear, but 
rather the past, present and future are involved in a subtle 
choreography where each interact with the other.  He suggest-
ed that the question is not if or whether we will remember but 
rather how, when, and for what purpose?  We all remember 
differently, selective memory with some feelings like a deep 
sense of injustice staying long in the wake of the happening. 

He also spoke about re-imagining the past and remembering 
the future saying that in every act of perception/memory there 
is included an act of creativity and in every bit of imagination 
there exists memory.  He talked about the need to have the 

human experience as the starting point, to redo the relational 
calculus where at the very least there is an acknowledgement 
that everyone has an experience that is legitimate.  The difficul-
ty in learning how to re-imagine the past is that it will take 
decades and in our world of short-term funding and electoral 
cycles that reinforce certain memories for political gain, we are 
not given the space to learn a new language of softly spoken 
words needed to bring a fresh lens to how we view our pre-
sent. 

He suggested three pointers to re-imagining the past and re-
membering the future in such a way that brings something 
new: 

- Nurture a common aspiration among actual people; get ordi-
nary people around the table talking.  Learn from women who 
do this more easily; 

- allow time to explore how we see ourselves and others; 

- leadership:  it is not easy to be a leader and leaders need to 
lead for the whole while holding onto their own identity.  

Throughout the lecture the emphasis was on the past as an 
ambiguous place that we cannot forget but which we can re-
imagine in such a way as to find a place, not only for our story, 
but for the story of the other, even when the other is the ene-
my. 

Professor Lederach did not offer an easy answer.  He recog-
nised the importance of peace accords with all the formal 
structures that ensue but looking at the past is deeply human 
and personal.  It will need gentle creativity and courage to ex-
plore how that can be done and how we in turn as peace build-
ers can play a role in making it safe to remember and re-
imagine our past, so that we are not held captive by it in the 
future. 

Michael Wardlow 

I was privileged to be asked to respond to an address by Dr 
Scott  Appleby at the recent, very successful event ‘Religion, 
Peace-building and the Past’. The gathered crowd included 
many ‘old faithful’ with whom I have worked over many dec-
ades as well as some new faces.  Although faith communities 
were well represented, I met with many people who came 
from a broad range of other backgrounds and aspirations, all of 
which added diversity to what might have been considered by 
some to be a religious debate.  My quick scan of the delegates 
registered a good balance of male and female but, as I suppose 
I had anticipated, few under 25s.  The house was full and many 
people were turned away, a sign of the workshop’s signifi-
cance. 

Both speakers raised some key issues for a society such as ours, 
including the role of religion in conflict prevention as well as 
peace-building, the requirement to work better together to-
wards our common goals and the need for an intentionality to 
have peace-building as a core element of the work  of church 
bodies and groups. 

John Paul Lederach reminded us that we need to re-imagine 
the past if we are to break free of its tentacles and suggested 
that it is when we locate the past of ‘the other’ and give space 
to his/her story, in humility, we can perhaps imagine a shared 
past, which allows us better to re-imagine a shared future.  In 
practical terms, he suggested we remember that ‘the well-
being of my grandchildren is inextricably linked to that of your 
grandchildren’. The future is located in families and people, not 
in ideologies and politics. 

I reflected on how the past we share is complex, nuanced and 
rejects any neat historical overview.  Despite this, it is undenia-
bly shared and although the remembering of it is subjective, 
the impact of those lived memories is nonetheless true and 
impactful.  I was reminded that memory is potent, and has the 
power to call me back to a particular time, place, smell or feel-
ing.  When I am there, at that place, my reaction to people, 
events and circumstances is directed by and through that mo-
ment.  Memory is not linear as in remembering I am living sim-
ultaneously in past as well as present and this experience will 
impact on my view of a shared future.  Faith has a similar im-
pact on activity and church groups have varied views of success 
depending on whether they see peace-building as leading to 
increased church attendance (strong religion) or stronger socie-
tal cohesion (weak religion).  

For me the biggest practical challenge was how we might re-
cover the prophetic role and I guess the answer must be practi-
cal, so the impact on me was to live up to the challenge placed 
‘Don’t let people pull you into their storm, instead you pull 
them into your peace’.  I heard the challenge for faith commu-
nities to live ‘in the ambiguity’, that is to use faith and dogma 
as influencers of peace-building, not to treat peace-building, as 
a purely theological pursuit or programme. Rather it should be 
seen as indispensable to incarnational living, the success of 
which is measured over generations.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

The Memory of the Past in Post-conflict Societies Conference - Tuesday 29 April 

Venue: Canada Room and Council Chamber, Lanyon Building, Queen's University Belfast 
Time: 9.30am - 5.30pm 

*** 

Northern Ireland and the Scottish Referendum - Friday 2 May 

Venue: 0G.074 Lanyon Building, Queen’s University Belfast 
Time: 12.00 pm– 2.00pm  

*** 

Working Paper Seminar Series -  Wednesday 7 May 

‘“We will tax the monkeys”: Wildlife tourism and an integrative solution to crop-raiding in Japan’ 

Dr John Knight, School of History and Anthropology 

Venue: 24.0G.002, 24 University Square 

Time: 4.00pm 

*** 

Working Paper Seminar Series -  Wednesday 14 May 

‘The arithmetic of privilege: “demographic aggression” narratives in India and Northern Ireland’ 

Mr Alex O’Connell, Department of Anthropology, NUI Maynooth 

Venue: 24.0G.002, 24 University Square 

Time: 4.00pm 

*** 

Public Lecture: ‘Begin Again: Telling Stories as Restitution’ - Thursday 15 May 

 Venue: Upstairs Theatre at the MAC (10 Exchange Street West, Belfast, BT1 2NJ) 

Time: 3.00 pm 

*** 

Conference on Religion and Conflict Transformation - Friday 30 May 

Venue: Performance Room, 13 University Square, Queen's University Belfast 
Time: 9.00am to 5.00pm 

For Further Information please visit our website:  http://www.qub.ac.uk/research-
centres/isctsj/ 

Institute for the Study of Conflict 

Transformation and Social Justice 

 

19 University Square, Belfast BT7 1NN 


