STUDY
ABROAD

WHY QUEEN’S?
As a Queen’s student, you will join a University that
is truly international. In fact, we have been named
the 24th most international university in the world
and have students from over 82 countries, helping
to create a multicultural and vibrant campus.
As the leading UK university on the Island of Ireland,
hundreds of students come to Queen’s University
Belfast each year to study abroad for a semester or an
academic year, taking time out of their home university.

World class facilities
World-class students require leading facilities.
We’ve invested £350m in the last 10 years, with
new additions opening all the time.

Support services
We offer a network of support services dedicated to
helping you get the most from your time at Queen’s,
looking after your health, emotional wellbeing,
education, study needs, financial security and career
prospects.

Belfast
A capital with a culture of its own. Enjoy
everyday living among some of the friendliest
folk in the world. Immerse yourself in the best
of contemporary clubs, cuisine, culture and arts.

We’re a global university
Over 23,000 students live and study at Queen’s. Of
those, more than 1,900 are from over 82 countries;
including Malaysia, China, the Indias, the Middle East
and the United States. We also employ more than 600
international staff drawn from over 70 nationalities.

RANKED IN THE TOP
1% OF UNIVERSITIES
IN THE WORLD
(QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 2018/
WEBOMETRICS.INFO)

BELFAST VOTED

Guaranteed accommodation
Offering a style of living reflecting the
transition from home to university life. Our safe,
modern accommodation also offers support,
help and guidance on settling into student life in
Belfast as well as the all-important space to live
and enjoy undergraduate life to the full.

BELFAST IS THE SAFEST
REGION IN THE UK
(BRITISH CRIME SURVEYS, 2015/16)

94% OF STUDENTS
IN BELFAST SAID THEY WERE

‘VERY HAPPY’

TO BE STUDYING HERE
(STUDENT LIVING BY SODEXO 2016)

NUMBER 1 REGION
IN THE WORLD TO VISIT IN 2018

LOWEST COST OF
LIVING IN THE UK

ALL MAJOR UK CITIES WITHIN
AN HOUR’S FLYING TIME

(LONELY PLANET, 2017)

(MERCER, 2016)

(COMPLETE UNIVERSITY GUIDE 2016)
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THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE,
HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES
The Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences
at Queen’s University Belfast is globally recognised for
world-class excellence and ground breaking research.
Through our education and research, we strive to
address some of the world’s greatest challenges, our
academic staff undertake world-leading research
through our Schools and Global research institutes
in Health Sciences and Global Food Security. This has
resulted in new treatments for patients and greater
levels of protection for the food we eat.
Our hope is that students from around the world will
join with us to both learn and also bring new ideas and
approaches to help drive forward our ambitions to
enhance and advance life.
Faculty Schools
• The School of Biological Sciences
• The School of Medicine, Dentistry
and Biomedical Sciences
• The School of Nursing and Midwifery
• The School of Pharmacy

Faculty Rankings:
Subjects in the top 200 in the world
(QS World Rankings by subject 2017)
• Pharmacy and Pharmacology (51–100)
• Nursing (51–100)
• Medicine (151–200)
• Agriculture and Forestry (151–200)
Subjects in the UK top 20 (Times and
Sunday Times Good University Guide 2017)
• 2nd in UK for Pharmacology and Pharmacy
• 2nd in UK for Dentistry
• 4th in UK for Food Science
• 6th in UK for Agriculture and Forestry
• 10th in UK for Anatomy and Physiology
• 20th in UK for Medicine
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CHOOSING A COURSE
At Queen’s, courses are called modules. Most Bachelor degree
courses at Queen’s are composed of 18 modules and normally take
three years to complete. Teaching is delivered through 15 academic
Schools, which are grouped within 3 Faculties. Study Abroad students
are permitted to select modules offered across different Schools or
Faculties, provided they meet any pre-requisites.
Modules
Modules available within the Faculty of Medicine,
Health and Life Sciences at Queen’s are listed on
the next three pages. A full list of modules available
in other faculties, and the semester in which they
are normally available, can be found on our website
here: qub.ac.uk/studyabroad
Credits
A full workload for one semester is 60 Units (also
known as CATS points). Study Abroad students
normally select 3 modules, each with a weighting
of 20 Units. However, some subject areas also offer
half modules worth 10 Units and double modules
worth 40 Units.
Module Levels
Modules in any particular subject are offered at a
number of different levels representing different
degrees of academic effort and intellectual
challenge and assuming different degrees of prior
knowledge of the subject:

Assessment
The assessment profile of each module is normally
made up of essays or coursework to be submitted
throughout the semester, and may also have an
end-of-semester examination. Tutorial contribution
may also be an element. The final mark awarded
for each module is on a scale of 1-100. For more
information visit our Study Abroad website.

1 CLASS IS WORTH 20 CATS CREDITS
=
5–6 US CREDITS

• Level 1 – modules are normally taken in the first year
• Level 2 – modules are normally taken in the second
year and may require a knowledge of material
covered in Level 1 modules
• Level 3 – modules are normally taken in the third
year and may require a knowledge of material
covered in Level 1 and Level 2 modules
Teaching methods
Learning in the UK and Ireland system is much
more independent. The teaching of a module will
usually be based on lectures, supported by tutorials
or seminars, which incorporate group discussion.
Students are also expected to supplement formal
teaching with their own private study, with the
student determining to decide how much reading
they wish to do.
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CLASSES ARE KNOWN AS MODULES
IN THE UK AND IRELAND

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
The school of Biological Sciences encompasses
programmes across the entire subject of Biology.
It covers many aspects of the biosciences,
from molecules to ecosystems and includes
exploration of: biological diversity, systematics
and conservation, cell and tissue structure,
function and physiology, ecology and behaviour,
form and function of microorganisms, protists,
fungi, plants and animals, and genetics and
mechanisms and pathways of evolution.

AVAILABLE STUDY ABROAD
MODULES
Food Safety and Nutrition
Level 1 (Full Year)
• BIO1303 Chemistry and Composition of Foods
(40 CATS)
• BIO1302 Fundamentals of Nutrition and Food
Policy (40 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 1)
• BIO2101 Principles of Food Quality (20 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 2)
• BIO2201 Instrumental Food Analysis (20 CATS)
Microbes and Pathogen Biology
Level 1 (Full Year)
• BIO1301 The World of Microorganisms (40
CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 1)
• BIO2104 Cell Biology (20 CATS)
• BIO2102 Experimental Biochemistry (20 CATS)
• BIO2106 Plant Biology and
RhizosphereInteractions (20 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 2)
• BIO2205 Applied Genetics (20 CATS)
• BIO2203 Invertebrate Biology (20 CATS)
• BIO2202 Microorganisms in Action (20 CATS)

Students will gain practical laboratory skills to
help them investigate and manipulate biological
material including relevant physical, chemical and
biological measurements and their application in a
laboratory setting.
Additional skills achieved include; collation,
quantitative analysis and interpretation of
experimental data, including problem-solving,
communication and application of knowledge,
the use of computers for data management and
presentations, and intellectual, personal and team
skills for employment and further study.

Ecosystem Biology and Sustainability
Level 1 (Full Year)
• BIO1305 Biodiversity (40 CATS)
• BIO1304 Molecular Basis of Life (40 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 1)
BIO2107 Applied Ecology (20 CATS)
• BIO2105 Environmental Assessment (20 CATS)
• BIO1102 Environmental Management (20 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 2)
• BIO2204 Introduction to Environmental
Economics(20 CATS)
Level 3 (Semester 1)
• BIO3109 Policies for Environmental Sustainability
(20 CATS)
Agriculture and Marine Biology
Level 2 (Semester 2)
• BIO2206 Coastal and Oceanic Biology (20 CATS)
Level 3 (Semester 1)
• BIO3208 Advances in Crop and Animal Science
and Technology (20 CATS)
• BIO3106 Farm Animal Health and Welfare (20
CATS)
• BIO3207 Global Issues in Agriculture (20 CATS)
• BIO3102 Future Oceans (20 CATS)
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MEDICINE, DENTISTRY AND
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE
Established in 1849, the School of Medicine,
Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences are proud to
be one of the oldest medical schools in the UK.

future thinking at the heart of everything they
do and are constantly investing in new ideas and
technologies that will make a difference.

Undergraduate programmes are offered in
four key subject areas; Medicine, Dentistry,
Biomedical Sciences and Human Biology. Patient
focused learning and practice, combined with
research and laboratory experiences, are crucial
in producing successful medical and scientific
students.

Uniquely, Queen’s host only one of two medical
schools in the UK that provide gross anatomy
teaching. In addition, medical students get the
opportunity to interact with patients in the
largest Health and Social Care Trust in Europe
and in community based general practices across
Northern Ireland.

The school is renowned for its world-class
facilities, world-class staff and a world-class
intake to our programmes every year. They put

AVAILABLE STUDY ABROAD MODULES
Level 1 (Full Year)
• BMS1104 Human Structure and Function (40 CATS)
Level 2 (Full Year)
• BMS2101 Anatomical Sciences (40 CATS)
• BMS2103 Cell Biology and Clinical Genetics (40 CATS)
• BMS2107 Professional Practice in Biomedical Science (40 CATS)
• BMS2108 Physiological Sciences (40 CATS)
• BMS2106 The Sciences of Disease (40 CATS)
Level 2 (Semester 1)
• BMS2105 Human Evolution (20 CATS)
• BMS2028 Human Physiological Measurement (20 CATS)
• BMS2015 Molecular Cell Biology (20 CATS)
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The city provides countless
opportunities for fun things
to do without feeling like an
overwhelmingly large city. The
modules I am taking here are
interesting and exciting so
far, and one includes a field
project over Easter Break,
which is an experience I am
looking forward to and could
not get at my home university.
Alexander Lyon
Study Abroad Student, 2018

PHARMACY, PHARMACEUTICAL
SCIENCE AND PHARMACEUTICAL
BIOTECHNOLOGY
The School of Pharmacy at Queen’s University
Belfast is continually ranked highly and is currently
ranked 2nd in the UK according to the Times and
Sunday Times Good University Guide (2017).
The School offers students an exceptional
opportunity to learn through courses which will
equip students for careers in pharmacy practice and
also the growing global pharmaceutics industry.

Students also benefit from being taught by
research active academic staff who are leading
experts in their areas. For students, this means that
they will get the latest insights and knowledge in
the industry to help prepare them for their career.
The School offers a friendly, caring and supportive
environment for your studies. By joining the
School of Pharmacy, you can be part of an exciting
learning experience, on your road to making
contributions to delivering the health service and
health-based industries of the future.

AVAILABLE STUDY ABROAD MODULES
Level 1 (Full Year)
• PMY1026 Pharmaceutical Physiology (40 CATS)
• PMY1016 Physiology for Pharmacy (40 CATS)
Level 1 (Semester 1)
• PMY1021 Pharmaceutical and Applied Microbiology
(20 CATS)
• PMY1001 Pharmaceutical Microbiology (20 CATS)

Level 2 (Full Year)
• PMY2020 Industrial Pharmaceutics (40 CATS)
• PMY2024 Medicinal Substances (40 CATS)
• PMY2021 Principles of Drug Action (40 CATS)

Level 1 (Semester 2)
• PMY1025 Introduction to Pharmacy (20 CATS)
• PMY1017 Practising as a Pharmacist (20 CATS)
*
Additional checks required to participate in this
module. Includes placement.
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WHAT’S NEXT?
Visit our dedicated website
Our website for Study Abroad students will
provide you with more information on the
application process, fees & funding, life in
Belfast and much more.
qub.ac.uk/studyabroad
Get in touch
Contact a member of our team directly with
any questions or queries you may have.
Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences
Email: askmhls@qub.ac.uk
Phone: +44 (0)28 9097 2446
WhatsApp: +44 (0)78 5188 0522

Glasgow

Belfast

Global Opportunities Team
Email: studyabroad@qub.ac.uk
International Student Support
Email: iss@qub.ac.uk
QUB Americas Team
Email: Americas@qub.ac.uk

Edinburgh
Newcastle upon Tyne
Manchester

Galway
Cork

Dublin

Cardiff

London

GETTING HERE
Sea
Fast ferry services including Stena Line and
P&O Ferries make multiple daily crossings from
Northern Ireland to ports in Scotland and England.
Road
Queen’s is located close to Northern Ireland’s
motorway network, and the campus is reached
from the city centre. View maps of Belfast and the
surrounding area.

Air
Belfast is served by two airports: George Best
Belfast City Airport and Belfast International
Airport which are both linked to the city by
regular bus services. Dublin International Airport
is located approximately 100 miles to the south.
Belfast, as the capital of Northern Ireland, is
connected to the rest of the UK, Ireland and
Europe by sea, road, and air.

