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Programme Topic:  
Communities and Place: Lasting Solutions for Local Challenges  

 
Academic Lead: 
Prof. Kathryn Higgins 
Dr Gareth Robinson 

 
Date:  
Monday 26th June – Thursday 29th June 
2023  

Topic Summary  
At a time of global, economic, and social, crisis and change, certain places and people are being further subjected to the unequal and unjust 
distribution of resources and opportunities. Inequality has a geography and shocks like the ‘cost-of-living crisis’ and the Covid19 Pandemic 
have been felt more deeply in Northern Ireland’s poorest places—those already experiencing lower standards of living and services. As this 
becomes more pronounced, we urgently need to rethink the approaches for tackling inequalities and explore new ways in which researchers 
can provide solutions and support our communities. At Queen’s Communities and Place (QCAP), together with community partners, we are 
innovating responses and meeting the most difficult challenges faced by our society, head-on. This 4-day programme will give participants the 
opportunity to be part of this and:  
  

• Work alongside our partner communities—see how we learn from each other’s experiences and perspectives on community     
activism.  

• Get hands-on with research—gaining access to our unique toolbox of approaches, which draw from a variety of academic disciplines 
and valued knowledge from our community partners.  

• Make an impact—engage directly with policymakers and those who support our communities.   
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

• Understand the concepts of community and place: highlighting the challenges local, urban communities face and how place-based 
responses are being used to support them.   

• Improved appreciation and understanding of the rich heritage of urban, working-class communities in Belfast.  

• Develop skills for research with communities by participating in fieldwork activities: applying methods of co-production, collaboration, 
and problem solving.   

• Nuanced understanding of the democratic process in NI and how communities can engage in policymaking.  
 

 



 
Monday 26th – Friday 30th June 2023  

Time Session/Activity Academic 
Lead  

Location 

Monday 26th June 2023 

 
9.30am - 11.00am 

Session 1: Introduction to QCAP and concepts 
This opening session will introduce participants to the work of QCAP and the concept 
of ‘community’—with a focus on the challenges facing Belfast’s urban, working-class 
communities and the contemporary approaches used to address inequalities.  

Prof Kathy 
Higgins &  
Dr Gareth 
Robinson 

Seminar 
Room, 2-8 
Fitzwilliam St. 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break    
 
11.30am – 1pm 

Session 2: Toolbox of Community Research & Fieldwork Activities  
The group will be split into smaller teams for fieldwork activities with QCAP 
researchers: different tools and methods will be used that can be applied during the 
rest of the programme. 

G. Robinson 
A. Grounds 
E. Loudon 

TBC – on 
campus 

Tuesday 27th June 2023 

 
10am – 12noon 

Session 1: The Market – Community and place through the years 
Participants will visit the Market community in South Belfast. This community is urban, 
working-class, and predominantly identify as Irish, Republican and Nationalist. Led by 
our partners the Market Development Association, participants will go on a guided 
walkabout that will cover the historical context of the area and plans for the future. 

Dr Gareth 
Robinson & 
Fionntán 
Hargey 

The Market 
Development 
Association, 
South Belfast. 

12noon-1pm Lunch    
 
1-3pm  

Session 2: The Market – Voices from the community I 
The group will take part in conversational activities with peers of a similar age from the 
community. This will give participants the chance to try out some of their newly 
acquired research skills. The day will conclude with a group discussion reflecting on 
the stories and perspectives they’ve heard.   

Dr Gareth 
Robinson & 
Fionntán 
Hargey 

The Market 
Development 
Association, 
South Belfast. 

Wednesday 28th June 2023 

 
10am-12noon 

Session 1: The Shankill – A walk up the road 
Building on the previous day, participants will visit the Shankill Road community in 
West Belfast. This community is also urban and traditionally working-class; however, 

Dr Gareth 
Robinson & 
TBC 

The Spectrum 
Centre, 



 
the residents predominantly identify as British, Unionist and Loyalist. Participants will 
be taken on a guided walkabout by our partner to learn about the history of the Shankill 
Road and future ambitions for the area.  

Shankill Road, 
West Belfast. 

12noon- 1pm Lunch   
 
1pm-3pm  

Session 2: The Shankill – Voices from the community II 
The group will talk with peers of a similar age from the community, to draw out the 
nuances of Belfast and its urban space from a different perspective. This will give 
participants the chance to build on the information gathered from the previous day. 
The day will conclude with a group discussion in which participants will share their 
thoughts from the visit, deconstruct the stories heard, and build up a critical narrative 
of their experience.  

Dr Gareth 
Robinson & 
TBC 

The Spectrum 
Centre, 
Shankill Road, 
West Belfast. 

 
Thursday 29th June 2023 

 
10-11am 

Session 1: Parliament Buildings – Up on the Hill 
The final day of the programme will provide opportunities for discussion and reflection 
on the concepts of community and interrogate comparative perspectives. Participants 
will travel to Parliament Buildings at Stormont for a tour of the assembly and its 
legislative chambers. They will talk with staff about the operation and function of the 
assembly and have an opportunity to meet with policymakers. 

Prof Kathy 
Higgins &  
Dr Gareth 
Robinson 

Parliament 
Buildings, 
Stormont 
(Room TBC) 

11.00-11.30am  Break   
 
11.30am – 1pm  
 

Session 2: Policy Perspectives: Building Sustainable Communities  
Panel discussion involving policymakers and community organisations, with a focus 
on their views of ‘community’ and the approaches they take to building sustainable and 
prosperous communities. This event will take place within Parliament Buildings with 
MLAs, to give participants a first-hand experience of social policy formulation in NI.  

Prof Kathy 
Higgins &  
Dr Gareth 
Robinson 

Parliament 
Buildings, 
Stormont 
(Room TBC) 

1pm – 2pm  Lunch    

 
2.00pm – 3pm  

Session 3: What does community mean to you?  
This final session will encourage participants to reflect on their experiences from the 
programme, to interrogate their own perceptions of community, look at their own 
communities critically, and think about how they can become active agents for 
positive change.  

Prof Kathy 
Higgins &  
Dr Gareth 
Robinson 

Parliament 
Buildings, 
Stormont 
(Room TBC) 

 


