
 
Queens’ 23 International Summer School Programme 

Please note this programme is a draft version and may be subject to change.  

Programme Topic:  
Interpreting colonialism: Histories, identities, and decolonisation in Northern 
Ireland.     
 

Academic Lead: 
Dr Briony Widdis 

Date:  
Monday 3rd – Friday 7th July 
2023 
 

Topic Summary  
This interdisciplinary (public history / anthropology / politics / literature) topic will explore diverse interpretations and perspectives on whether 
Ireland was colonised and a coloniser. Perennially of interest in the historiography of the island, the themes of imperialism and colonialism - 
and Ireland's contribution to them globally - have come under renewed scrutiny through the recent worldwide escalation of decolonisation 
debates. Drawing on diverse public history sources, and centring on sites, artefacts and representation, participants will explore:   
  
1. contemporary identities in Northern Ireland - whether, how and why attitudes to whether Ireland was 'colonial' have impacted, and been 
impacted by, conflict and violence.   
2. how and why the topics of colonialism and the British Empire are reflected in cultural institutions in the region.  
3. current museum practices for supporting equality, diversity and inclusion, and museum decolonisation. 
 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

• Understand the history and politics of Northern Ireland within the context of the global British Empire. 

• Discuss the interrelationships between contemporary identities in Northern Ireland and the historical themes of colonialism and 
imperialism.  

• Analyse whether, how, and why cultural institutions in Northern Ireland are reflecting the topics of colonialism and imperialism and 
are decolonising.  

• Develop skills and knowledge for working within and alongside museums and archives to develop research projects.  
 

Each day will correspond with one of the Intended Learning Outcomes. Day 1, which will take place at Queen’s and in Belfast’s oldest 
museum building, will include talks, group breakout time and a tour. On Day 2, which will take place at the Centre for Migration Studies and 
Ulster American Folk Park, we will consider identities and migration in Northern Ireland. Day 3 comprises talks and tours at community 
museums, where you will select artefacts connected with the course topic to research. On Day 4, we’ll return to the classroom and library, 
where you’ll research and present your mini-projects, before ending with an exhibition tour with curators at National Museums NI.  



 
 

Week 3: Monday 3rd July – Friday 7th July 2023 

Time Session/Activity Academic 
Lead 

Location 

Monday 3rd July 2023 

 
9.30am - 11.00am 

Globalisation, Imperialism, Colonialism   
Day 1 will introduce the course and will deliver a rapid history of Ireland and its 
relationships with the British Empire.  
 
In the morning (Day 1 Session 1), we will discuss globalisation, imperialism and 
colonialism as interdisciplinary research themes, and will explore perceptions and 
knowledge of their historical and modern implications. 

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

PFC 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break  Walk or Taxi to Old Museum  

 
11.30am – 1pm 

Day 1 Session 2 will take place in the Old Museum on College Square North. 
Professor Alun Evans, President of the Belfast Natural History and Philosophical 
Society, will discuss the philosophy and civic identities that led to the founding of 
Belfast’s first museum in 1821; and Winifred Glover, former Curator of Ethnography 
at the Ulster Museum, will introduce us to the city’s relationship with imperialism; and 
how the earliest World Cultures collection began to develop.  

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Old Museum, 
College 
Square North  

Tuesday 4th July 2023 

 
9.30am - 11.00am 

Gael, Planter, Migrant  
On Day 2, we’ll move to the Mellon Centre for Migration Studies near Omagh, County 
Tyrone, where we will work with Director, Dr Liam Campbell and migration historian, 
Dr Patrick Fitzgerald, to explore how the demography of the north of Ireland has 
developed and been understood; and to consider tropes about identities in the region. 
 

Day 2 Session 1 will focus on the idea of an originating Irish identity and its 
relationship with Catholicism, the Irish language and nationalism. 
 

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Mellon Centre 
for Migration 
Studies and 
Ulster 
American Folk 
Park, Omagh  



 
11.00am – 11.30am  Break    

 
11.30am – 
12.30pm 

Day 2 Session 2 will examine English and Scots settlement, the development of 
Protestantism in the north, and the historical connections of these with the Anglo-Irish 
dominant class, with Ulster Scots heritage, and with unionism.  

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Mellon Centre 
for Migration 
Studies and 
Ulster 
American Folk 
Park, Omagh  

12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch    

2pm – 3.30pm  In this session, we’ll have a tour at the Ulster American Folk Park with Curator of 
Emigration, Liam Corry, who will discuss recent projects to decolonise the 
interpretation of the site. 

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Mellon Centre 
for Migration 
Studies and 
Ulster 
American Folk 
Park, Omagh  

Wednesday 5th July 2023 

9.30am – 11.00am Community, Diversity, Decolonisation  
Today focuses on identities in Northern Ireland, through visits to community-led 
museums. Beginning in Session 1 with a classroom-based session, we’ll explore how 
cultural diversity and good relations discourse have developed in the north of Ireland, 
will consider the policy contexts for equality, diversity and inclusion and for 

decolonisation work, and will discuss what we learned yesterday about the 

contributions that cultural institutions are making to these initiatives.  

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

PFC 

11.00am – 11.30am  Break  Taxi to Museum of Orange 
Heritage 

11.30am – 
12.30pm  

IN the section, session, we’ll have a talk and tour from Dr Jonathan Mattison, Curator at 

the Museum of Orange Heritage; will learn about the museum’s history and 
interpretative techniques; and will find out about the Orange Order’s relationships with 
the British Empire.  

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Museum of 
Orange 
Heritage 

12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch  Taxi to Áras Uí Chonghaile / 
James Connolly Visitor Centre 



 
 
2.00pm – 3.30pm  

In this session, we’ll have a tour and talks from Clíodhna NicBhranair, Business 
Development Officer at Áras Uí Chonghaile / the James Connolly Visitor Centre, and 
Eimear Hargey, Heritage Coordinator with Fáilte Feirste Thiar.  

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Áras Uí 
Chonghaile / 
James 
Connolly 
Visitor Centre  
Taxi back to 
Queen’s 

Thursday 6th July 2023 

 
9.30am – 10.30am 

Museums, Memory and Me  
On this final taught day of the course, you’ll develop a mini-museum project and will 
meet curators at the Ulster Museum.  
 
In this first session, we’ll talk about museums and memory. You’ll be invited to select 
and research one museum object that you’ve seen, and to interpret it in the light of 
the course topic in preparation for your talk in the next session. 

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

PFC / McClay 
Library, 
Training room 
2  

10.30am – 11.00am  Break  

 
11.00am – 
12.30pm  
 

Here, you’ll give a lightening talk to the class on your chosen object. Dr Briony 
Widdis 

PFC 

12.30pm – 2pm  Lunch  Walk to Ulster Museum 

 
2.00pm – 3.30pm  

In this concluding session, we’ll visit Inclusive Global Histories at the Ulster Museum, 
where Curator of World Cultures, Tríona White Hamilton trail will provide a tour 
around temporary and permanent galleries and provide the background to this 
decolonisation project. 

Dr Briony 
Widdis 

Ulster 
Museum 
 

 


