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DESCRIPTION
What caused the Northern Irish conflict? What factors sustained it? What role did world leaders,
paramilitaries, clergy and local politicians play in progressing the peace process? And what role does
civil society, arts, culture and heritage play in building social cohesion?
This interdisciplinary, team-taught module will draw on expertise from across the School of History,
Anthropology, Philosophy and Politics to explore some of the key themes of the Global Bachelor’s
Program. Using Northern Ireland as a case study, it will ask questions about the means through which
societies can move from conflict to peace, about the roles that various actors can play in conflict
resolution, and about the roles that public representations and explorations of the past can play both
in entrenching divisions and in furthering peace and mutual understanding.
Bilateral and multi‐lateral relations are imbued with concerns about controlling the movement of
people as states work with and respond not only to each other, but to non‐governmental and
international organizations. These dynamics are imbued with global power relations,
with changing notions of security and with age‐old questions of sovereignty, citizenship, and
belonging. The dominant policy direction favours solutions that emphasize either preventative
protection or repatriation, both practices of containment and conflict resolution and management. We
are witnessing a decline in the traditional category of refugees, but a rise in the number of internally
displaced persons. Economic deprivation and poverty continues to pair with conflict to drive migration
that muddies the waters between “forced” and “voluntary” categories. Increasing incidents of human
smuggling and human trafficking, and a failure in many circles to effectively distinguish between the
two, are demanding new policy innovations that are linking international criminal law to diplomatic
relations – and migrants are caught in the middle. Finally, emerging categories such as
“environmental refugees” are challenging the current refugee regime, which remains rooted in the
1951 Convention. This module will examine these changes in the fields of refugee and migration
studies, asking questions that assess not only shifting policy and practices but also the impacts these
shifts have on the lived lives of migrants themselves.
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Arms
Control

The module will introduce the student to arms control as a part of national security policy and strategy.
The focus of the module is mainly on strategic arms control of the 20th Century and early 21st
Century. The module focus is on nuclear arms control and the structures of world order. The Nuclear
Non Proliferation regime will be the basis for the analysis of the arms limitation and arms reduction
treaties of the 1970s to 2000s. The module will thus deal with SALT I, SALT II, with START, New
START and the INF Treaty. The MBFR negotiations and CFE treaty will offer a bridge to the wider
spectrum of arms control. Humanitarian arms control, biological and chemical arms control regimes
and control or prohibition of space based weapons will also feature. The module will offer a classic
and a critical introduction into arms control theory.

