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QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY BELFAST

HELEN RAMSEY TURTLE SCHOLARSHIP

HELEN RAMSEY TURTLE /ANDREW COWDY SCHOLARSHIP  
2020
Application Form

______________________________________________________________________________________

Please read the attached Scholarship Regulation and Notes of Guidance before completing this form.  Your application may be prejudiced if the information given is incomplete or incorrect.  

Applications must be typed or word-processed.
This form should be completed and emailed to aascholarships@qub.ac.uk  or delivered to Academic Affairs, (Level 6, Administration Building, Queen’s University Belfast, BT7 1NN) by 4.00 pm on Thursday, 9 April 2020.
______________________________________________________________________________________

	SECTION A:  PERSONAL DETAILS



	1. Surname:     


	Forenames:
	Student No: 



	2. QUB Email address:


	Tel No:       

Mobile No:  

	3. Date of Birth:


	

	4. Term-time Address:



	

	4a. Permanent Residence 

Address:

Same as above        FORMCHECKBOX 


	


______________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION B:  ACADEMIC DETAILS

5. Primary degree (must be awarded by QUB):

	Degree awarded
	Subjects of study
	Class
	Date awarded

	
	
	
	


6. Your current study (must be undertaken at QUB):

	Degree

	Research area/name of course
	School
	Present year (e.g. 1st, 2nd)

	
	
	
	


______________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION C:  PLANNED PERIOD OF STUDY/ RESEARCH
7. Planned study/research in the USA and/or Canda
	Duration
	Centre(s) to be Visited
	The nature of the study/research

	From:

To:
	
	


8. How will you fund this travel? 
You should give notes of both personal funding and other awards you have applied for in connection with your proposed visit to the USA/Canada.
	Grant awarding body
e.g. Queen’s or DEL


	

	Title of Grant applied for
e.g. travel scholarship or fieldwork expenses grant


	

	Purpose of the grant
(if this is not already clear from the title)


	

	Please indicate the outcome of your application
	Successful / unsuccessful / outcome not yet known

(Delete as appropriate.)

If you do not know the outcome you must notify Academic Affairs in writing as soon as you do.

	The sum of any grant already awarded
	


	______________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION D:  ADDITIONAL TRAVEL
9. Activites which add value to period of study in USA/Canada.
What additional travel, study or other activites do you plan to undertake if successful?
(See note 2)

Provide an estimate of the cost associated with this additional travel or activites
(See note 3)




___________________________________________________________________________________

SECTION E:  RELATIONS BETWEEN N. IRELAND AND USA/CANADA

10. Existing connections and the promotion of good realtions.
	Outline any Existing person connections with the USA/Canada 


	

	Explain how you will be able to promote good relations beween N. Ireland and the USA/Canada, and/or serve as an ambassador for N. Ireland while in the USA/Canada

	

	Outline what you hope to gain personally from your experience in the USA/Canada, and how you intend to use this experience to benefit the wider community upon your return to Northern Ireland.

The panel will place particular importance on this section when deciding which applicant(s) should receive the scholarship.


	


11. Referee (see Note 5):

	Name:


	

	
	

	Position:
	


Please note that references from relatives, friends or family members will not be accepted.  

NB: 
The onus is on the applicant to contact your referee and to ensure that the reference arrives in Academic Afffairs in a sealed envelope, or emailed directly to aascholarships@qub.ac.uk, no later than Thursday, 9 April 2020.  Your referee will not be contacted on your behalf.
I Confirm (Please tick as appropriate):

      
         One Reference is enclosed

OR

      
         I have contacted my referee  prior to the closing date.

Signed:







Date:
ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE


Using Personal Information

The personal data we collect in this form in respect of the Helen Ramsey Turtle Scholarship will only be used in support of the legitimate interests and lawful purposes (or part thereof) outlined below.  The University’s general Student Privacy Notice can be found here: https://www.qub.ac.uk/privacynotice/Students/
Assessing the application against the criteria for the Scholarship(s)

· This will involve the application being made available to members of the Scholarships and Awards Group through a secured SharePoint site. One electronic copy will be held on a secure network drive for six years after the awards process, in line with the Academic Affairs Retention Schedule.  

Maintaining the basic information provided on the form on the Scholarships Database

· This database does not record any personal sensitive information and is held on a secure network drive for six years following the awards process, in line with the Academic Affairs Retention Schedule. 

· Recording the names of successful recipients of the scholarship(s) in the University’s Scholarships and Awards Group Minutes. 

· Inclusion of recipients’ names and photographs in respect of any scholarship presentation ceremony held and associated publicity. 

· Notification to any regulatory authority deemed as lawful and correct.

By submitting this application for consideration, you are giving us permission to perform these actions.

Presentation of Scholarships

Successful applicants will be expected to attend any presentation ceremony for scholarship recipients, unless exceptional circumstances present. 
QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY BELFAST
Helen Ramsey Turtle Scholarship Regulation
This scholarship was founded in 1947 by the Ulster-American Friendship Committee in memory of Mrs Helen Ramsey Turtle, a remarkable and much loved young American woman married to an Ulsterman.  She died in 1946 leaving three small daughters.  The award was instituted by some of Helen Ramsey Turtle's friends who, through a keen sense of loss of a vivid personality, wished to establish some form of memorial, which would reflect her wide interests and her identification with both the old and new worlds.

The scholarship is open to postgraduate students, enrolled at Queen’s University Belfast both at the time of application and of travel, who have undertaken their primary degree at Queen’s and who intend to travel to the USA and/or Canada to undertake a period of study.  It is desirable, but not essential, that the period of travel would be not less than six weeks.  Study in the areas of literature, mental health  and medicine are particularly welcomed, however, the scholarship is open to all subjects of the University. 

Applicants will be expected to outline clearly what they hope to gain personally from their experience in USA/Canada, and how they intend to use this experience to benefit the wider community upon their return to Northern Ireland.  They should also be able to indicate how they intend to embody the legacy of Helen Ramsey Turtle i.e. in forging and building Ulster/America friendships.

In the 2019/20 and 2020/21 academic years, an additional award, called the Helen Ramsey Turtle/Andrew Cowdy Scholarship, will be made. Applicants ought to be undertaking a programme of study focusing on mental health. 

Amended: September 2006, February
The scholarship will normally be of a value of approximately £2,000.  

The scholarship is not intended to form part of the core funding required for the period of study, i.e. for travel to and from USA/Canada and associated subsistence costs.  The scholarship should be spent on travel withinUSA/Canada and/or activities which applicants can demonstrate will add value to their period of study. 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited for interview, on the basis of their application form, by the Helen Ramsey Turtle Scholarship Panel.  The panel reserves the right to award the scholarship to more than one candidate in any year. 

The Scholarship may be held concurrently with any other studentship or scholarship.

Once the award has been made the recipient must notify Academic Affairs of any change or amendment to their arrangements for the panel’s consideration and approval.

For further particulars please contact aascholarships@qub.ac.uk, where applications should be returned by Thursday 9 April 2020.
Notes of Guidance

Applicants will be shortlisted for interview on the basis of information given on the application form.  It is therefore in your own interests to complete the application form as fully and clearly as possible.

1. You should give details of  both personal funding and other awards you have applied for in connection with your proposed visit to USA/Canada including:
· Grant awarding body, e.g. Queen's or DEL.

· Title of grant applied for e.g travel scholarship, fieldwork expenses grant.

· Purpose of grant if this is not already clear from the title.

· Whether the application was successful or not or if the outcome is not yet known.

· The amount of any grant already awarded.

2. The purpose of the award is to enhance the opportunities available to postgraduate students, enrolled at Queen’s University Belfast both at the time of application and of travel, who have undertaken their primary degree at Queen’s and who have already determined to undertake a period of study in USA/Canada.  The scholarship is not intended to form part of the core funding required for the period of study, i.e. for travel to and from USA/Canada and associated subsistence costs. The scholarship should be spent on travel within USA/Canada and/or activities which applicants can demonstrate will add value to their period of study.  For instance, this could be to extend their planned period of study; to add a further research centre to the visit or attend a conference;or to travel around USA/Canada for pleasure in order to enhance the trip.
3. You should provide an estimate of costs associated with the additional travle/activities you propose to undertake in order to demonstrate the financial need for the scholarship which will normally be of a value of approximately £2,000.

4. You should indicate if you have any personal connections with USA/Canada, e.g. friends or relatives living there.  Your application will not be prejudiced if you do not have any existing connections.

5. You should give the name and  position of a referee who will be able to comment on how well you fufil the criteria for the Scholarship.  The most suitable person is a member of academic staff who is familiar with your work and who knows about your proposed trip to USA/Canada.

Please note that references from relatives, friends or family members will not be accepted.  
Your referee will not be contacted on your behalf.
The onus is on the applicant to contact your referee and to ensure that the reference arrives in Academic Affairs in a sealed envelope, or emailed directly  to aascholarships@qub.ac.uk, no later than Thursday, 9 April 2020.  

6. Interviews are anticipated to be held by April 2020.

7. Former recipients include Monica McWilliams (Former Chief Commissioner of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission), Brian Mawhinney (former Conservative Party Cabinet Minister) and Professor Bernard Cullen (Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at Queen’s).  
Professor Cullen has written: “when my wife and I arrived at Kennedy airport with our three-month-old baby, fresh from finals at Queen’s, we picked up a rented dollar-a-day Volkswagen Beetle and set out to look for America.  A few weeks later, we arrived at the University of Michigan to begin our graduate studies.  The United States is a fantastically diverse and exciting country, and we wouldn’t have been able to enjoy that first invigorating glimpse of it without the support of the Helen Ramsey Turtle Scholarship.  We shall be forever grateful.” 

Below is short biography providing an insight into the life of a remarkable woman.
HELEN RAMSEY TURTLE

1911 – 1946

Helen Turtle was born Helen Ramsey in 1911.  Her father Lee Ramsey was a lawyer from Virginia and her mother Grace Bradley a teacher from Pennsylvania.  Her parents met in Denver Colorado having both ‘Gone West’ and they married and settled there.  Their three children were born in Denver and all went ‘Back East’ to College.

In 1928 Helen went to Northern Ireland to visit her mother’s sister who lived in Lisburn.  Her aunt had lived there since meeting and marrying Augustus Turtle who had gone to Colorado from Ireland in the 1880’s to become a Cowboy.  At some stage he had shared lodgings with Lee Ramsey and it was in these same lodgings that they both met the Bradley Girls.  It was during this visit to her aunt and uncle that Helen met Lancelot Turtle, a young cousin of Augustus’s, whom she subsequently married in Denver in 1933.

Helen Ramsey went to Smith College in Massachusetts where she received her degree in Literature in 1932.  Following her marriage, she came to live in Belfast where she kept alive her deep interest in American and English Literature and became a member of the Drawing Room Circle.  This was a monthly gathering of a distinguished group of ladies who met to give literary papers on a chosen subject and which only disbanded in the 1970’s.

Helen maintained her loyalty and enthusiasm for the country of her birth and that of her adoption.  Her ability to interpret one people to another – a rare gift, made her one of the most valuable of ambassadors.

At the breakout of the Second World War, Helen declined a safe passage for herself and her young family back to the relative safety of the United States.  She said that as her husband could not go then she would stay.  Stay she did and subsequently worked for the American Red Cross in Belfast providing a welcome link for young American servicemen who came to Northern Ireland to prepare for the Normandy Landings.

Tragically, Helen died of cancer in 1946, but to perpetuate the memory of this much loved young woman, a group of her friends came together to discuss what form of memorial should be considered to honour Helen’s contribution to Northern Irish life.

It was decided that some link between Queen’s University and an American University should be forged as this would further increase the friendship between Northern Ireland and The United States which Helen, by her own example, so strengthened.  In order to achieve this objective, funds were raised and given to Queen’s University as part of the Centenary Endowment Fund.  The University continues, to this day, to hold what became the Helen Ramsey Turtle Scholarship Fund.  This provides a supplement to larger scholarships and is awarded for the sole objective that the recipient have the opportunity to enhance the American experience by travelling further afield than otherwise might not be possible.

The first Helen Ramsey Scholarship was awarded in 1948 by the newly constituted Ulster-American Friendship Committee.  This Committee holds an archive of the history of the scholarship together with the extensive correspondence from the many graduates and undergraduates who have benefited so much from those friendships of long ago thus keeping alive and extending the spirit of Helen, whose life although too short continues to reverberate through the generations.

