EC Regulation of Drug Precursor Chemicals
Following a review in the European Union of the effectiveness of illicit drug precursor control, revised Regulations (EC No 273/2004) have been introduced.  Universities have lost their previous exemption to these regulations and now have duties in relation to trade in category 1 and 2 substances (listed below).

The Regulations:

Category 1 Substances (include the following in pure form or mixtures)

1-phenyl-2-propanone

N-acetylanthranilic acid

Isosafrol (cis and trans)

3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl-propan-2-one

Piperonal

Safrole
Ephedrine

Pseudoephedrine

Norephedrine

Ergometrine

Ergotamine

Lysergic acid

The University must hold a valid licence and complete a customer declaration form (Declaration of Specific Uses form) before a chemical supplier can provide any of the above substances to the University.

Category 2 Substances
Acetic anhydride

Phenylacetic acid

Anthranilic acid

Piperidine

Potassium permanganate

A licence will not be required to enable the University to be supplied with these substances.  However, the chemical supplier will require all customers to complete a Declaration of Specific Uses form (as above).
In addition, the regulations require users in Departments/Schools to:

· keep accurate records of acquisitions, usages and disposals of Category 1 and 2 substances;

· provide the Home Office with an annual return of such records;

· keep Category 1 substances securely (preferably under lock and key);

· ensure that only authorised persons have access to Category 1 substances;

· inform the Safety Service if there is a theft or unexplained loss of Category 1 substances.

Therefore, anyone intending to work with Category 1 substances or wishing to obtain a “Declaration of Specific Uses” form must contact the University Safety Service, safety@qub.ac.uk , in the first instance for further advice and guidance.
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