Working with Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)
All work with GMOs at Queen’s comes under the Genetically Modified Organisms (Contained Use) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2001 and associated legislation.  Genetic modification is defined as :-

“….any alteration of the genetic material (DNA or RNA) of an organism using a method that does not occur naturally by mating and.or recombination.”
Certain techniques, for example the production of hybridomas and the “transient” expression that occurs following DNA vaccination, are exempt from this legislation.

How does this affect research at Queen’s?

Work with GMOs can only be undertaken in registered laboratories that meet defined standards.

Before any work with GMOs takes place a risk assessment must be produced and the “Class” of the containment required determined.  Classes of Containment range from Class 1 (lowest) to Class 4; the University has facilities for Class 1 and Class 2 projects.  Risk assessments that propose work at containment levels 2 or higher must be approved by the HSE(NI) before the project commences.
Annual returns listing current projects utilising GMOs must be supplied to HSE(NI) and laboratories and material associated with these projects may be inspected by HSE(NI).

In order to facilitate compliance with the regulations the following procedure must be followed when work with GMOs is being considered:

1. Ensure that your laboratory is registered for work with GMOs.  A list of registered laboratories is held by the University Biological Safety Officer, Dr Alan Trudgett (a.trudgett@qub.ac.uk).
2. Prepare a risk assessment.  Advice on this and other GMO related matters may be obtained from Dr Alan Trudgett (a.trudgett@qub.ac.uk).
3. Submit the risk assessment for scutiny by the Biological Agents Advisory Committee.

4. Following approval by BAAC Class 1 containment projects may begin immediately, Class 2 projects may be submitted to HSE(NI) for approval and work may commence when this is received.
