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Protocols Involving Work with Unsealed Sources of Ionising Radiation
The University's Radiation Protection Advisor (RPA) and, in particular, the Radiochemical Inspectorate of the Northern Ireland Environment Agency, must be kept informed of all radical changes to existing work with unsealed radionuclides and of any proposals for new work.

A written protocol must be produced for each technique involving work with unsealed sources and must be forwarded to the Radiochemical Inspectorate via the URPA.

The protocol should describe in detail:

· the radionuclide used

· the initial activity aliquotted per experiment/procedure

· each individual step/process in the technique used.  (For example, aliquot the radionuclide from stock, innoculate, dilute, incubate, separate by centrifugation/deromatography, use the label etc)

· the activity incorporated/present at each of the above steps

· the activity disposed of at various stages

· the method of disposal

· the equipment used

· monitoring of equipment and its decontamination before reuse

· control measures taken to prevent the spread of contamination at each step

· the storage, handling, transport and use of labelled intermediates and products

· the time period over which the final labelled product will be retained

· an estimate of the activity of the label at its time of disposal

· the method of final disposal
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