
Annex 1: Procedures for Dealing with Academic Offences
Below is a flowchart detailing the Academic Offences Process, please note that the process is described in text in 

the Procedures for Dealing with Academic Offences

Discovery of suspected 

Academic Offence*

* See 1.1.3 of the Procedures in relation to Postgraduate Research Students.

**  No further right of appeal internal to the University, however, a student who feels aggrieved may make a complaint to the 

Northern Ireland Public Services Ombudsman https://nipso.org.uk/nipso/about-us/who-we-are/ within six months of 

notification of the University ’s final decision.

*** A student may appeal to the Academic Offences Appeals Committee only where the matter was   referred to the 

Academic Offences Committee directly by the Chair of the Board of Examiners .

Undergraduate

Postgraduate Taught
Postgraduate Research

Allegation of plagiarism or duplication by 

Postgraduate Research student in 

unpublished work submitted for 

assessment 

Allegations by Postgraduate 

Research student in 

unpublished work submitted 

for assessment, see 2.8.1 iii - 

xi

Or

Any allegation of misconduct 

by Postgraduate Student in a 

published work.

Misconduct in 

Research Investigation

Minor Academic 

Offence

Major Academic 

Offence

Investigation initiated

Investigation Report 

received by Head of 

School / Centre 

Director

Case 

dismissed

Head of 

School / 

Centre 

Director 

Decision to 

impose 

penalty

Decision 

accepted

Appeal to 

Academic Offences 

Committee

Academic Offences 

Committee Decision**

Investigation initiated

Student invited to 

School Academic 

Offences Panel

Investigation Report 

received by 

Chairperson of the 

Board of Examiners / 

School Postgraduate 

Research Committee 

Case 

dismissed

Referral to 

Academic Offences 

Committee 
Chairperson of the 

Board of Examiners / School 

Postgraduate Research 

Committee Decision to 

impose penalty

Decision 

accepted

Academic Offences 

Committee Decision

Appeal to 

Academic Offences 

Appeals Committee***

Decision 

accepted

Academic Offences Appeals 

Committee Decision**


	1a. Procedures for Dealing with Academic Offences.vsdx
	Page-1


