THE UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE, NSW, AUSTRALIA

UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

3 x £750 TRAVEL AWARDS

The terms of the agreement allow for up to three students to go to Newcastle from Queen’s each year.  Students are encouraged to go for a full year, although it's possible to go for one semester.  

Situated on a breathtaking stretch of Australia's coastline, Newcastle boasts wonderful beaches, a low cost of living, a very favourable climate and a casual lifestyle (and it's close to Sydney, the capital of New South Wales).  The city has a population of 350,000 and offers the usual city facilities of restaurants, cafes, parks and gardens, theatres, art galleries and nightclubs.  A few kilometres south is Australia's largest seaboard lake, Lake Macquarie, which is the scene of many international sailing events.

Established in 1965, the University of Newcastle has more than 35,000 students across a wide range of disciplines, 7,500 of these coming from overseas.  The main Callaghan campus is one of the best campuses in Australia, with 300 acres of natural bushland, complete with wildlife.

How to Apply

You can download an application form from the Global Opportunities website http://www.qub.ac.uk/directorates/sgc/careers/GlobalOpportunities/StudyAbroad/CanadianAustralianStudyProgrammes/HowtoApply/.  The form should be completed only once.  You should rank the university(ies) you are interested in attending.  You should also complete the Course Selection Form for the university you rank as first choice.  A reference should be attached to your application (two in the case of Joint Honours students).

Please also note that the courses you choose will need to fulfil the requirements of your degree course here; hence you may not have the breadth of choice available to a normal Newcastle undergraduate.  Course information is available online at the web address shown below.

Deadline

All application forms must be returned to the Information Desk in the Student Guidance Centre by 2.00 pm on Friday, 08 February 2019.  Interviews will take place on Wednesday 20 February 2019.  You should make sure that you will be available on this date.  
Courses

The Exchange operates in most subject areas - see attached list for details.  Information on courses is available online - see the web addresses below for details.  You should complete the relevant Course Selection Form (available on the Global Opportunities website). You should select courses totalling 60 units for the academic year or 30 per semester.  Most courses are worth 10 units.

If you are interested in applying, contact your Adviser of Studies, or the International Adviser or Director of Education in your QUB School; they will need to ensure that the courses you select are acceptable as a programme of studies contributing to your degree.  If you are a Joint Honours student, you should inform the Director of Education for each subject.

The following subjects require special permission from The University of Newcastle (permission will be sought if you are selected for the exchange):

- Architecture

- Communication

- Law (Courses from years 1 to 3 run for a full year)

- Nutrition and Dietetics

If you are selected:

Maintenance

You will not have to pay tuition fees at Newcastle, but will be responsible for paying your own living costs (including housing), and medical insurance.  

A travel award of £750 will be given to each successful applicant by QUB.  Students who return early from the exchange programme without good reason (eg medical) will be required to repay this award.
NI/GB/EU students spending the full year in Newcastle will be required to pay half the normal tuition fee to QUB for the 2019-20 year. NI/GB/EU students spending only one semester in Newcastle will be required to pay the normal full tuition fee to QUB for the 2019-20 year.  International students spending either the full year or one semester in Newcastle will be required to pay the normal full tuition fee to QUB for the 2019-20 year.  If your tuition fees are normally paid by your Education & Library Board or student loan company, this should still be the case for your exchange year or semester.

Living costs in Newcastle will vary depending on your lifestyle, but for guidance on approximate expenses, please see the university’s website at http://www.newcastle.edu.au/international/before-you-leave/finances.  Students attending for the full year will be required to provide evidence of having funds totalling at least AUS $20,290, in order to obtain a student visa.  If you receive a local authority maintenance grant or loan, you will continue to do so during your year in Australia, and you can normally apply to your Education & Library Board or Student Loan Company for a supplementary (higher rate) loan to assist with additional costs.  Those students who qualify for a supplement may also be eligible for travel grants within the UK student support arrangements.

You, or your parents, will be asked to certify that you (or they) are able to provide any additional finance needed over and above your local authority grant/loan.  Queen’s University cannot accept any financial responsibility on your behalf.  If you are supported by your parents, you should check that they are happy with the financial arrangements before you apply for the exchange.  If you receive financial sponsorship from the armed forces or an industrial firm, you should check that your sponsor has no objection to your taking part in the exchange.

Immigration Requirements

In order to enter Australia, you will need to apply for a Student Visa from the Australian High Commission (Department of Home Affairs) Australia House, The Strand, London WC2B 4LA.  We will send you further information if you are selected (see also http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/).  The cost of a Student Visa is currently AUS $575 (approximately £327).  You may be required to have a medical and chest X-ray, which would cost approximately £100.  Bank drafts must be made payable to the ‘Australian High Commission’, be in pounds sterling and drawn against a UK or Irish bank. 
Calendar Dates 2019-20
The Australian calendar year runs from late February/early March to November (the opposite to the Queen’s year). Students may go for the Second Semester of the 2019 year, or the First Semester of the 2020 year, or both.

	Second Semester
	First Semester

	late July 2019 – late November 2019
	Late February 2020 - Late June 2020


A comprehensive Orientation Program introducing all new international students to the University is held normally one week before the beginning of each semester.
NB Examination results for the "First Semester" are normally received from Newcastle in August.  Therefore, final year students should apply for the "Second Semester" only, if they do not wish to delay their graduation from Queen's.
Accommodation 

The exchange agreement between Queen’s University and Newcastle covers mutual tuition fee waiver, but not room and board.  Therefore all accommodation and living expenses are the responsibility of the student. The University of Newcastle has its own on-campus accommodation or can assist in finding off-campus accommodation.  The approximate cost of university accommodation is Aus $180 to $290 per week for a self-catering hall, depending on the type of accommodation you choose.
Health Insurance 

Health insurance is compulsory. Students are required to take out the University of Newcastle Overseas Student Health Cover.  The approximate cost is AUS $294 for one semester or AUS $553 for the full year, for more information please visit http://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/. In addition you are advised to take out further insurance cover for travel and personal belongings.  Whilst we cannot recommend an insurer, you might want to consider the following options:

Endsleigh - https://www.endsleigh.co.uk/personal/travel-insurance/study-abroad-insurance/ 
STA Travel - www.statravel.co.uk/travel-insurance.htm  
Coe Connections - www.coeconnections.co.uk  

Student Service and Amenities Fee

All students enrolling at the University of Newcastle are required to pay a Student Service and Amenities Fee, which assists with the funding of non-academic student services and amenities at the University.  The current cost is AU$227 for one semester or AU$303 for the full year. 
iLEAD Programme
iLEAD provides students with an opportunity to gain experience and skills in leadership and international awareness: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/international/while-you-are-here/get-involved/international-leadership-development/what-is-involved
Why should Study Abroad and Exchange students participate in iLEAD?

· The program has been shortened for Study Abroad & Exchange students to complete in one semester
· Free to participate, extracurricular program with no exams!
· Participate in interactive Leadership and Skill Building Lectures
· Partake in volunteering opportunities in the Newcastle community
· Take part in activities, meet Australian students, and promote their home institution
· You as students will receive an iLEAD Completion Certificate

The University of Newcastle

AVAILABLE SUBJECT AREAS

	Australian Studies
	Health Studies

	
	Human Bioscience

	Business Studies
	Human Nutrition and Dietetics

	Accounting and Finance
	Nursing

	Business Law
	Occupational Health and Safety

	Economics
	Occupational Therapy

	Sports Management
	Psychology

	Human Resources & Management
	Welfare Studies

	Marketing
	

	
	Information Studies

	Creative Arts
	Computer Science

	
	Information Systems

	Fine Art
	Software Engineering

	Film Studies
	Statistics

	Media Studies
	

	Music
	Law Studies

	Performing Arts
	

	
	Old World, New World Studies

	Cultural Studies
	

	English Literature
	Classical Studies

	Gender Studies
	History

	Leisure Studies 
	Politics

	Linguistics
	Religious Studies

	Modern Languages
	

	Philosophy
	Scientific Studies

	Sociology and Anthropology
	Aviation Science

	
	Biology

	Engineering Studies
	Chemistry

	Chemical Engineering
	Food Technology

	Civil Engineering
	Marine Science

	Electrical Engineering
	Mathematics

	Mechanical Engineering
	Physics

	Surveying
	Technology & Science

	
	

	Environmental Studies
	Teaching and Learning Studies

	Built Environment
	

	Natural Environment
	

	Geography
	


Useful Websites

Homepage: www.newcastle.edu.au
Accommodation: http://www.newcastle.edu.au/international/before-you-leave/accommodation; www.newcastle.edu.au/accommodation 
Study Abroad Handbook: www.newcastle.edu.au/international/study-with-us/study-abroad-and-exchange
Course Information: www.newcastle.edu.au/course 
Global Opportunities Team

Careers, Employability and Skills
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