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System Change, not 
Climate Change: 
Whose system? 
What change?
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The Climate 
Change 
Movement

Joined by a concern for climate

Centred on tactics: civil disobedience, 
school strikes

Not one coherent movement, lack of 
strategy

Different assumptions about the state, 
democracy & political economy

Liberal, Socialist, Radical
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Conclusion

▪ Ownership matters

▪ Building power in institutions & movements is a promising 

point of overlap 

▪ Ignoring differences in assumptions can be limiting


