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1200 
Graduates per 
year in UK

Approximately 
43000 dentists 
in UK





Why QUB?





Dentistry At QUB By Numbers

Ranked 1st in the UK
For Dentistry

(Sunday Times Good University 
Guide 2024)

QUB  is ranked

4th in the UK

for Dentistry

(The Complete University Guide 

Rankings 2024)

Ranked
2nd in the UK
for Dentistry

The Guardian University Guide 
2024)

100 % Employability 
Record



National Student Survey   
(www.thestudentsurvey.com) 



Current intake 60 students per year (45 UK and 
ROI/15 international)



Selection Process for QUB

Selection for Dental School implies 
selection for the dental profession.

The aim of the admissions procedure is 
to select those with the greatest aptitude 

for dental training.



Selection Process for QUB

• Stage 1
• Personal statement (not scored but taken into 

consideration)
• Academic record 
• UCAT

• Stage 2
• Applicants are interviewed by means of a dental 

interview.



Personal Statement

• Why Dentistry? State explicitly that dentistry is your 
career choice.

• Relevant work experience
• Skills and qualities
• Interest in your studies
• Career aspirations
• Interests, hobbies or experiences relevant
• Teamwork
• Examples of manual dexterity
• Communication skills



Work Experience in a Dental 
Practice

• The attributes of a dentist
• Interactions with patients
• The variety of treatments available
• The roles of different team members
• Working as a dentist – the hours, the pay, 

demands of the job



Work Experience

• Own GDP

• Local dental practices to school

• Orthodontist practice

• Oral surgery practice

• School of Dentistry does not offer work 
experience

• Consider alternatives



Work Experience

• Work experience timetable

• What is expected

• What to wear etc





What I learntWho I shadowed

Day 1 Morning

Day 1 Afternoon

Day 2 Morning

Day 2 Afternoon

Day 3 Morning

Day 3 Afternoon

Reflective Diary (for your own use)



UCAT

• Taken in the year of application

• No minimum score for QUB

• Up to 6 additional points added to GCSE 
scores



Points Awarded Banding of UCAT Scores 

01200 – 1899 

11900 – 2099 

22100 – 2299 

32300 – 2499 

42500 – 2699 

52700 – 2899 

62900 – 3600 



GCSE Scores 
PointsNumeric Grading Alphabetic Grading 

49A*

37/8A

26B

15/4C*/C



Structured Interview





Interviews

• Maturity and Responsibility
• Interpersonal and Communication skills
• Confidence
• Self-awareness
• Empathy
• Resilience
• Ethical and moral values
• Demands of the undergraduate training



https://www.gdc-
uk.org/education-
cpd/students-and-
trainees/becoming-a-member-
of-the-dental-team/student-
case-studies

Interview Skills: Scenarios



Offers

• Offers made to applicants who score highest 
at interview in rank order.



AAA at A-level to include Chemistry and 
Biology

Beware the triple award science compared 
with double award

admissions@qub.ac.uk



How We Choose Our Dental 
Students.



Dentistry Course 
Structure





1st and 2nd Year

Foundations of Clinical Practice

– biomedical and behavioural sciences, 
patient management, dental health 
promotion and core clinical dental skills.







3rd Year

– Systemic Diseases and Dentistry
– Restorative Dentistry
– Orthodontics
– Oral Surgery
– Paediatric Dentistry
– Oral surgery, Oral Medicine and Oral Pathology



4th and 5th Year

• Restorative Dentistry
• Orthodontics
• Oral Surgery
• Paediatric Dentistry
• Practice of Dentistry

– Students carry out the full range of 
dental treatment for their own adult and 
child patients. 







Teaching Styles

• Clinical teaching in a simulated environment
• E-Learning technologies (Virtual Learning 

Platform called Canvas)
• Lectures
• Practicals
• Self-directed study
• Teaching and operative treatment in a clinical 

environment
• Tutorials/Case-based learning



Assessments

• Written exams, 
• MCQs, 
• Case studies
• Group projects 
• Clinical Competencies
• Objective Structured Clinical 

Examinations (OSCEs) 
• Clinical procedures with patients.



E-Portfolio

• Assessments are recorded on LiftUpp

• E-portfolio



Restorative Dentistry



Oral Surgery and 
Oral Medicine





Orthodontics



Paediatric Dentistry



Dentistry Career Paths



Dentistry Career Paths



Careers Events

• QUB Open Day Events
• September/June

• Open Day Events at School of Dentistry
• June Year 13

• Sept – Oct Year 14

• Careers Fairs (UCAS event)

• Fermanagh Careers Event (SW College)

• School Careers Events

• Small group school events


