


MA ENGLISH (POETRY)

Drawing on our long-standing reputation

for producing distinguished critics and
outstanding poets, this programme combines
creative and critical work, making it suitable
for a new generation of poets and critics
alike. As a student on the course you can
choose to follow either a critical or a creative
pathway, or a combination of the two.
Students who follow a critical pathway will

be joining an academic environment with

a long-standing reputation for the critical
appreciation, reception and understanding
of poetry from Ireland, UK and the United
States. Poets who come to develop their own
creative writing have the unique opportunity
of working with some of Ireland’s most
renowned poets.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE

Students take 3 taught modules in each
semester (the core ‘Reading and Writing
Poetry’ module in semester 1is a ‘double’
module) followed by the dissertation/
portfolio. In semester 1 students explore

a range of writings - both poetry and
criticism - through concepts and themes
such as: Conflict; Politics; Death; Sickness;
Things; Animals; Tradition; Confession;
Work. Poets studied in the seminars include
Yeats, Plath, Auden, Eliot, Bishop, Larkin,
and Heaney. Students are also introduced
to the form and language of poetry, as
well as to the historical dimensions of, and
contexts for, various poetic forms - both
traditional and experimental. The writing
workshops involve detailed discussion of
students’ own poetry, which they can bring
to class for feedback from the tutor and
other students. In semester 2 students
study contemporary poetry collections,
focusing on the ways in which the structure
of a given poetry collection contributes

to the overall meaning of the work, as well
as choosing from specialist options which
include Irish poetry, American poetry, and
writing workshops.

Core Modules
Reading and Writing Poetry
Structure and Serendipity: form in
poetry
The Poetry Collection

Optional Modules

. Poetry workshop
Irish Poetry
American Poetry from
Dickinson to today
Fulbright special option

Dissertation
Dissertation of up to 15,000 words or a
poetry portfolio on an agreed topic.

Assessment
Portfolios and essays.

SPECIAL FEATURES

The programme is unique in bringing
together poets and critics, and students
benefit enormously from the shared creative/
critical conversation which this MA enables
amongst both students and staff.

Poetry is, quite simply, the activity for
which Queen’s University is most famous
around the world. Alumni include the late
Nobel Laureate Seamus Heaney, along
with Ciaran Carson, Paul Muldoon and
Medbh McGuckian. The MA programme

is based in the Seamus Heaney Centre for
Poetry, the first centre of excellence for
poetry in Ireland, which provides resources

erust the feel of what nubbed ereasure
sour hands bave known',

soil and gleam
our furrowed brain.

“To do the MA in Poetry at

Queen’s, with its uniquely holistic

approach to the study of poetry,

was, for me, the best decision |

could have made: the climate of

serious engagement with

poetry fostered by the staff

and students caused a notable

improvement in the quality

of my own poems, while also
Jd&veloping greater complexity in

my. critica"thi*king.”

Padraig Reéan

for emerging poets and critics, and which
ensures that the dynamic tradition of poetry
in Ireland extends to a wide audience.

Graduates of the programme have a good
employment record, entering professions
such as publishing, journalism, arts
administration, events organisation, the
media, public relations, teaching, advertising,
business and industry. The programme has an
excellent track record of student success in
publication, and of graduates continuing their
studies into (funded) PhDs in modern poetry
or creative writing (poetry).

“By working with amazing staff, the
MA in Poetry at Queen’s gave me
the chance to explore and refine
both my critical and creative voices.”

Caitlin Newby,
MA in Poetry




