
WELCOME

On 11th May the Institute for Global 
Food Security played host to Professor 
Temple Grandin, Professor of Animal 
Sciences at Colorado State University. 
Professor Grandin was in Belfast to give a 
keynote lecture on Understanding Animal 
Behaviour and Reducing Stress at Riddel 
Hall. 

Professor Temple Grandin is a world 
renowned animal behaviour and welfare 

scientist, and consultant to the livestock 
industry. Her research has revolutionised 
the design of animal handling facilities 
and during her talk she shared unique 
insights regarding the understanding 
of animal behaviour in addition to her 
academic research. 

The event was well attended with over 
280 people in attendance. Professor 
Grandin addressed issues such as the 

importance of senior agri-food industry 
executives getting out of the office and 
seeing the realities at farm and slaughter 
plant level. She stressed the importance 
of having simple outcome measures 
of welfare to record and monitor and 
detailed how she had used this approach 
to revolutionise welfare at slaughter 
plants by having an objective auditing 
system  

Professor Grandin also provided insights 
into a range of other aspects of animal 
behaviour, including fear behaviour, 
highlighting that the science clearly 
shows this also leads to lower production 
performance in a range of systems.  One 
important message from the lecture 
was the advice from Professor Grandin 
to avoid “bad becoming normal” using 
examples from industry in the USA where 
different producers were working in 
isolation and just accepted issues such 
as lameness as the “norm” and she also 
used the example of tail biting in pigs

Our sincere thanks to Professor Temple 
Grandin, her office, Dr Gareth Arnott, 
Middletown Centre for Autism and all 
of the IGFS, Riddel Hall and QUB staff 
that made this highly engaging event 
possible. 

Professor Temple Grandin welcomed to Queen’s University Belfast

NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017

Colleagues and friends across the University and further afield are deeply saddened by the passing of our President and 
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Patrick Johnston.  Paddy was a truly inspirational and visionary leader who wanted Queens to 
work at the very highest level in everything to deliver solutions to the grand challenges in society and improve people’s lives 
locally, nationally and globally. Paddy was instrumental in the creation of The Institute for Global Food Security as a globally 
leading research institute delivering excellence in research and education in major challenges in food.  Paddy’s untimely 
death is a great loss to the University, he will be greatly missed by all.  Deepest sympathies go to his family and friends.

It has been a busy and exciting period for staff and students over the past four months and our newsletter shares some of the 
key highlights.  It was a pleasure for IGFS to host Professor Temple Grandin at Queens in May.  A truly remarkable individual 
who delivered an exhilarating talk on key issues in animal welfare.  IGFS annual lecture was delivered by Professor Wayne Powell, 
Chief Executive Scotlands Rural College (SRUC) in March.  Special congratulations to Professor Duncan Burns who was awarded 
Honorary Membership of The Association of Public Analysts and to Professor Chris Elliott who received the Royal Society of 
Chemistry Theophilus Redwood Award for 2017.  Many thanks to all for your continued support. - Professor Nigel Scollan
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Pictured; from left to right, Professor Mark Lawler (QUB), Dr Gareth Arnott (QUB), Professor 
Temple Grandin (Colorado State University) and Simon Doherty (Blackwater Consultancy)
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Emeritus Professor Burns awarded Honorary Membership by the APA

Emeritus Professor Duncan Thorburn Burns MRIA, FRSE has recently been awarded 

Honorary Membership of the The Association of Public Analysts in recognition of his 

numerous and significant contributions to the Journal of the Association of Public 

Analysts. Emeritus Professor Burns has a long and distinguished academic career and 

joined Queen’s University in 1975 as a Professor of Analytical Chemistry, and later as 

an Emeritus Professor, within the School of Chemistry. He joined the Institute in 2015 

and has continued to contribute significantly to the area of forensic analysis of food 

in addition to serving as a mentor to many of the Institute’s PhD and undergraduate 

students. His recent publications have received keen media interest, particularly 

the topic of undeclared and illegal ingredients in food supplements which have the 

potential to seriously endanger people’s health.

A publication in April looked at methods to determine the most commonly found 

materials used to adulterate coffee as diluents and to establish geographic and 

genotypic origin of beans. Research that can assist in the detection of food fraud 

within the coffee industry. 

Professor Burns will be awarded his ceremonial medal at the APA Annual Dinner in Canterbury on 27th October. A full list of 

Professor Burns’ recent publications can be found on his ResearchGate profile.

Belfast Summit on Global Food Integrity (ASSET2018)
The Institute for Global Food Security, 
in partnership with Queen’s University 
Belfast and safefood will once again 
welcome delegates from across the world 
to Belfast for a conference dedicated 
to addressing the challenges facing the 
global food supply chain.

Taking place from 29th - 31st May 2018 
at the Waterfront Hall, this summit 
will bring together representatives 
from international and governmental 
agencies, the academic and industrial 
research community, non-governmental 
organisations and the commercial & 
technical leaders in the food industry and 
its supply chain to discuss, debate and 
provide leadership on tackling a range of 
serious challenges that face the integrity 
of our global food supply system. 

The Summit will feature a number of 
high level strategic presentations on 
key issues by internationally recognised 
leaders. It will also place a firm emphasis 
on harnessing the collective knowledge 
and experience of the delegates to 
address these challenges through the 
formulation of policy recommendations 

to governments and a Summit 
communique. 

The Summit will focus on four key 
themes; 

• Deliberate contamination of food

• The threat from pathogens to the food 
system

• Human exposure to chemical cocktails 
present in foods

• Delivering the nutritional needs for the 
21st century global population

Opportunities for highlighting the 
proceedings of the Summit will be 
exploited including the technical and 
commercial press, social and digital 
media channels, the internet, and leading 
international scientific journals.

Further details on the programme, key 
speakers and registration will be available 
in due course on the ASSET2018 
Website

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/D_Burns/publications
http://www.asset2018.eu
http://www.asset2018.eu


3

Northern Ireland is leading the world in Feed Assurance
Further developments to Northern Ireland’s unique quality control system for the 
animal feed industry were unveiled at a meeting in Armagh in April. The Food Fortress 
network is made up of feed producers and importers contributing to a programme 
of sampling and testing to protect the food chain from contamination and currently 
covers close to 5 million tonnes of compound feed production 

Welcoming the members, Food Fortress director, Robin Irvine reported that 
membership now exceeded 80 companies – located from North Antrim to Tipperary 
and Kilkenny and covering all compound feed produced in Northern Ireland plus 
around 50% of production in the Republic of Ireland and a substantial tonnage in 
mainland UK. The partnership with The Institute of Global Food Security is a vital 
element of the programme and Dr Simon Haughey outlined the research and 
extensive risk analysis which had gone into identifying the principle contaminants and 
setting up an effective strategy to safeguard Northern Ireland’s vitally important agri-
food industry.

Dr Haughey reported on his review of the 2015/16 programme which achieved 
an improvement in terms of samples submitted on time to 97%. He stressed the 
importance of prompt submission of samples to ensure a rapid return of results and 
early identification of any threats to the food chain.

Pictured; Simon Haughey (IGFS), Robin Irvine 
(NIGTA) and Linda Jamison (InvestNI)

Professor Wayne Powell delivers the Annual IGFS Lecture
This year’s IGFS Annual Lecture was 
delivered by Professor Wayne Powell, 
Principal and Chief Executive of 
Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC). The 
event took place at Riddel Hall on 
16th March and was attended by over 
250 people from a range of sectors 
representing academia, industry, public 
policy and research. 

A world leading plant scientist, Professor 
Powell has extensive experience in 
agriculture, environmental and rural 
affairs, with a particular focus on plant 
genetics and breeding to address public 
good outcomes.  Professor Powell has 
held a number of senior appointments 
in academia and in industry. Professor 
Powell took up the SRUC appointment on 
1 July 2016.

The lecture focused on insight and 
perspectives on the global challenges 
associated with food, agricultural and 
nutrition. Professor Powell discussed 
a number of social, political and 
technological challenges that face food 
security. One take home message from 
this talk was that whilst advancement of 
science and technology is revolutionising 
food security for the better, disconnect 
between each of these dimensional 
challenges exist. Pictured; from left to right, Prof. James McElnay (QUB), Stephane Durand (AFQCC), Prof. Nigel 

Scollan (QUB), Michael Bell (NIFDA), Prof. Wayne Powell (SRUC), Dr Clive Black (Shore Capital), 
Prof. Jayne Woodside (QUB) and Ann McMahon (QUB)

Professor Powell used the divide 
between policy and technology for 
genetics at an EU level as example of 
these issues, whereby the fragmentation 
of such nexus’ not only further support 
the need for an interdisciplinary 
approach for research and discussion, 
but also place an inherent emphasis on 
conducting science for the public good. 

This is an extremely topical area, with the 
UK government identifying agri-science 
as one of eight ‘great technologies’ for 
UK prosperity and commercialisation

Following the end of the lecture 
Professor Powell was joined on stage 

by Dr Clive Black (Shore Capital), Ms 
Heather Jenkins (Waitrose) and Prof Nigel 
Scollan (IGFS) as a panel of experts who 
engaged the audience with a stimulating 
and lively discussion, the discussion was 
chaired by Michael Bell (NIFDA)

Prior to this lecture, early stage 
researchers were given the opportunity 
to engage directly with Professor Powell 
through a roundtable discussion. Both 
Postdocs and PhD students within the 
Institute concisely summarised their 
research, and in turn learned a bit about 
Professor Powell’s impressive career.
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IGFS member taking part in an ISO analytical methods meeting 
in Orlando
Dr Tassos Koidis was sponsored by IGFS 
to take part in the ISO (International 
Standards Organisation) subcommittee 
meeting in Orlando, Florida (26-28 April 
2017) as head of the UK delegation 
representing the British Standards 
Institution (BSI). Two subcommittees (SC2 
and SC11) met under the TC 34 (Food 
products). The subcommittees’ task is to 
work on the standardization in the field 
of human and animal foodstuffs, covering 
the food chain from primary production 
to consumption, as well as animal 
and vegetable propagation materials 
including terminology, sampling, 
analytical methods (testing), product 
specifications, food and feed safety and 
quality management, packaging etc. 

The specific topic of SC11 in the Orlando 
meeting was ‘Animal and vegetable fats 
and oils’ (olive oil, rapeseed oil, tropical 
oils) as well as ‘oilseed/oilseed meals’ 
and their methods of analysis. Twenty 
two experts from more than 12 countries 
where represented at the subcommittees 
meetings that lasted 3 full days at the 
Shingle Creek Hotel in sunny Orlando 

and hosted by the American Oil Chemists Society (AOCS). The meeting overall 
proved to be a very useful experience for Lecturer in Food Science and Nutrition, Dr 
Tassos Koidis, that defended views and requirements of a number of public bodies 
and industries of the UK expressed at the local BSI committee meeting in London 
last March. Tassos kindly offered for IGFS to organise the next meeting in Belfast, on 
the third week of September 2018 just after the international vegetable oils and fats 
conference, EuroFED Lipid, taking place also in Belfast (16-19 September 2018). 

For more information on the committees please click here or here

Professor Christopher Elliott, Pro-Vice Chancellor for the Faculty of Medicine, 
Health and Life Sciences at Queen’s University Belfast and founder and former 
Director of the Institute for Global Food Security, has been awarded the Royal 
Society of Chemistry Theophilus Redwood Award for 2017.

Chris received the award for the ‘development, application and promotion of 
analytical chemistry in protecting the global food supply’

Award winners are evaluated for the originality and impact of their research, as 
well as the quality of the results, which can be shown in publications, patents, or 
even software. The awards also recognise the importance of teamwork across 
the chemical sciences, and the abilities of individuals to develop successful 
collaborations.

On receiving the award, Christopher said: “I was overwhelmed with the news that 
I have received such a prestigious award from The Royal Society of Chemistry. It is 
such a strong endorsement that the research conducted by myself and my team 
is playing a meaningful role in both protecting and informing the public around 
some of the major issues that arise in our good food supply system.”

The Theophilus Redwood Award is awarded to a leading analytical scientist who 
is also an outstanding communicator. Chris joins an illustrious list of previous 
winners.

Professor Elliott receives further accolade for his ground-breaking research

https://www.iso.org/committee/47936.html
https://www.iso.org/committee/47870.html
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Dr Katrina Campbell and Professor 
Chris Elliott have secured funding 
as one of 13 beneficiaries in a 5 year 
interdisciplinary €8 million H2020 project 
EuroBioTox which is a European Program 
for the Establishment of Validated 
Procedures for the Detection and 
Identification of Biological Toxins.  This 
project, co-ordinated by the Robert Koch 
Institute in Berlin, commences in June 
2017 and will involve the collaboration 
and participation of researchers from 
more than 50 European organisations 
across 23 countries.

Recent incidents in Europe and 
worldwide have threatened civil society 
by the attempted use of different 
biological toxins and whereby enhanced 
vigilance and adequate preparation is of 
increasing importance in a world facing 
growing risks from man-made disasters. 
The main objectives of the project 
are the evaluation and improvement 
of toxin detection protocols and the 
implementation of European quality 
controls in emergency response.  
EuroBioTox also aims to develop 
standardized protocols for best practice 
in real scenarios, in-situ quality controls 
and coordination between the various 
laboratories in Europe. The EuroBioTox 
core members will develop certified 
reference materials for key biotoxins

New EU project EuroBioTox for increased security for biological toxins

and validate improved analytical tools, 
reagents and standard operating 
procedures based on realistic incident 
scenarios. Training courses at basic and 
advanced levels will be established 
for participation by the EuroBioTox 
network partners, followed by a series 
of proficiency tests conducted by the 
network for the dissemination of methods 
across Europe.

In this project the research conducted 
at the Institute will contribute to the 
development of a pan-European network 
of expert laboratories, industrial partners 
and end-users with competence in

analytical methods, certified reference 
materials, standard operating procedures 
and a common way of handling biotoxin 
incidents.

EuroBioTox is a project funded 
under the H2020 Program: SEC-03-
DRS-2016 Validation of Biological 
Toxins Measurements after an Incident: 
Development of Tools and Procedures for 
Quality Control. 

For more information on the project 
please contact Katrina Campbell at 
katrina.campbell@qub.ac.uk

Food Fraud Investigators

A multi-disciplinary research project ‘Analyses of Food Supply Chains for Risks and Resilience to Food Fraud/Crime’ lead 

by Professor Chris Elliot and members of the Institute for Global Food Security, recently came to its end in January 2017. This 

important research was funded by the Economic and Social Research Council and the results were showcased during the Northern 

Ireland Science Festival 2017, over a two day period; 21st February and the 22nd February. The first day of the event focused on the 

‘Food Fraud Detectives: Investigative Methods’ and the second day on ‘Food Fraud Risk and Resilience along the Food Chain’. The 

event was highly successful with a range of people such as professional practitioners, schools, general public, industry, as well as 

undergraduate and postgraduate students attending.  In the month of March, Professor Moira Dean presented the final results of 

the project at the Food Standards Agency UK’s final dissemination day in London.

A further event in April had an international reach where Professor Chris Elliot and Professor Moira Dean attended a major 

conference in Canada,  ‘Towards Global Prevention and Mitigation of Food Fraud’. This event aimed to review current knowledge 

and utilize resources to combat the issue of food fraud. Professor Chris Elliot opened the conference with a talk on: ‘Food Fraud: A 

Problem without Border’ and Professor Moira Dean presented information relating to two consumer surveys conducted in the UK 

and in China entitled: ‘Recent surveys on consumer response and expectation to food fraud and its management in Europe and 

China’.

mailto:katrina.campbell%40qub.ac.uk?subject=EuroBioTox
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Primary Health Science conference returns to IGFS
IGFS was pleased to welcome back the 
Primary Health Sciences Conference for 
it’s third year. 250 primary school pupils 
were invited to Queen’s University and 
the event was attended by over 300 
people.    

The PHS programme aims for scientists 
from the universities and industry to 
help develop primary teachers’ and 
pupils’ interest and appreciation of 
the biological sciences and link their 
application to everyday life.  The 
scientists act as inspiring role models, 
and help the pupils identify potential 
careers in the food sciences. Dr Lisa 
Connolly (IGFS) is a key participant in the 
PHS programme, visiting primary schools, 
talking to pupils and introducing them 
to science.  Being keen to nurture pupils’ 
interest in the sciences, Lisa developed 
an associated conference whereby the 
primary school pupils could experience 
the science environment at University. 

The QUB event aims to give valuable 
insight to pupils who may hold negative 
misconceptions about university life or 
consider university out of their reach. 
It also allows the student to meet and 
converse with “real life scientists” 
demonstrating the importance of 
scientific research and its relevance to 
everyday life. The QUB event, held on 
Tuesday 23 May 2017, proved to be 
an overwhelming success. Pupils were 
invited to present their PHS project 
within a lecture theatre environment, in 
front of an invited audience of scientists, 
industrialists, policy makers, parents 
and teachers. Excellent presentations 
were confidently given by the pupils, 
supported by their teachers who had 
also put tremendous effort into making 
science education an innovative and fun 

experience. The pupils were also given 
tours of the Institute laboratories by 
research staff and students where they 
experienced fun but very practical 
demonstrations.

Our thanks to all the staff, students, 
teachers, classroom assistants and 
parents that contributed to such a 
successful and informative day. Our 
thanks also to safefood for their support

Participating schools;

Andrews Memorial Primary School

St. Joseph’s Primary School (Carryduff)

Round Tower Integrated Primary

St. Eunan’s National School (Raphoe)

Dundonald Primary School

St. Patrick’s Primary School (Enniskillen)

Dungannon Primary School

St. John’s Primary School (Carnlough)

Lisburn Central Primary School
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In March, PhD student Jonathan 
Blair travelled to Chile working with 
the Faculty of Forest Science at the 
University of Concepcion to learn about 
land use practices and carbon cycle 
science. The research trip was funded 
by DAERA, AFBI and University of 
Concepcion. Jonathan is enrolled with 
the Institute of Global Food security 
(under Dr Neil Reid) and is based at AFBI 
Hillsborough (under Dr Rodrigo Olave). 
His work focuses on the carbon balance 
of agricultural landscapes. While in Chile 
he participated in knowledge exchange, 
learned about the Chilean landscapes 
and challenges of integrating forestry 
with food production and the potential 
for carbon sequestration. 

Chile’s predominant land use, and largest 
economic influence, is forestry. Forestry 
covers an area of 15.9 million ha of which 
13.5 million are native forests and 2.4 
million are composed of exotic species 
used in plantations. The exotic species 
consist mostly of Pinus radiata and 
Eucalyptus sp. used for pulp and paper, 
sawn wood, particleboard and plywood. 
The native forests, consisting mainly 
of Nothofagus sp. are under threat. 
Large areas are being replaced by faster 
growing exotic species. 

The Chilean forestry service reported 
in 2012 that in the central Biobio region 
50% of these native Nothofagus forests 
are so degraded that it will take a 
minimum of 15 years for the forest to 
recover previous tree stocking levels. 

A PhD student’s experience of land management in Chile

Jonathan worked closely with Dr 
Fernando Munoz who is running a project 
inspecting the state of natural forests 
in the central region of Chile. Jonathan 
inspected land use change and saw 
firsthand the natural forest system before 
comparing degradation rates. The forest 
canopy has been opened up so much 
that the understory can become choked, 
preventing the natural regeneration of 
the forest. 

The University of Concepcion have 
launched a project aimed at restoring 
the degraded forests to health while 
maintaining the pastoral systems 
that are so important to the local 
inhabitants. Run by Dr Francis Dube, 
they have established a silvopastoral 
site in the foothills of the Andes where 

the overgrown understory has been 
removed and new pasture sown. The 
grass growth vs. the tree canopy cover is 
being investigated in order to maximise 
productivity.

Carbon balances and sequestration 
rates are also an important factor for 
the university to consider. A system 
of sensors and a number of projects 
have been initiated looking at the 
flows of carbon through these systems. 
This is important not just for national 
greenhouse gas inventories but on a 
commercial scale. The university signed 
a deal to maintain carbon offsets from an 
oil and gas company worth in excess of 
US $100million. 

The trip was a great opportunity to see 
how land use, food and fuel production 
is handled in other parts of the world; 
to observe and discuss solutions to 
problems on a regional basis and 
maintaining both forest/carbon stocks 
and the ability to feed people. The 
lessons learnt from this trip will inform 
Jonathan’s PhD work and beyond and has 
provided new research and knowledge 
exchange opportunities. 

Acknowledgements to Dr Francis Dube 
and Dr Fernado Munoz of University of 
Concepcion for help, support, training 
and friendship. 
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The Northern Ireland Food Advisory 
Committee (NIFAC) acts as an 
independent advisory body to the 
Food Standards Agency. It is chaired by 
the Northern Ireland Board member, 
and its role is to advise the Agency on 
food safety and standards issues, with 
particular emphasis to Northern Ireland. 

The NIFAC was welcomed to the Institute 
on April 24 by Professor Nigel Scollan for 
a tour of the lab and research facilities. 
Members of the Committee had the 
opportunity to meet with a range 
of IGFS researchers and learn more 
about the research IGFS is currently 
engaged in. Committee members 
had the chance to speak with Dr Terry 
McGrath and Mr Brett Greer as to how 
analytical technology has evolved over 
the years and learn about its application 
in food science, fraud detection and 
adulteration. The NIFAC members also 
spoke with Dr Susanne Boyd and Mr 
Stephane Durand on the new Distance 
Learning Programme currently in 
development. 

Speaking after the visit, Colm McKenna, 
Chair of the NIFAC, said “The 
programme for the day ensured an 
enlightening and fascinating visit to the 
world-class facilities at Queen’s. Director 
Nigel Scollan’s presentation underscored 

IGFS hosts the Northern Ireland Food Advisory Committee

EFSA Project Mychif: Risk assessment for mycotoxins

Dr Katrina Campbell and Prof Chris Elliott have secured funding from the European 

Food Safety Authority (EFSA) for a collaborative project (Mychif) to examine mycotoxin 

mixtures in food and feed through a holistic, innovative, flexible risk assessment 

modelling approach. Mycotoxins will be used as a model, for the development of a 

holistic approach, from accumulation during primary production to effects on human 

health, animal health and the environment.

This project is coordinated by the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Italy) and 

includes partners from the Università degli studi di Parma (Italy), Universidade do 

Minho (Portugal), National Research Council (Italy), Istituto Superiore di Sanità (Italy) 

and Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique (France). This project is one 

of three innovative projects funded by EFSA on methodology development in risk 

assessment worth just over €1 million. 

The research conducted will contribute to the EFSA objectives in supporting advances 

in risk assessment methodology and encouraging scientific cooperation, innovation, 

sharing of knowledge and exchange of expertise in the EU. 

Pictured; from left to right, Colm McKenna (Chair of NIFAC), Dr Terry McGrath (IGFS), Mr 
Aodhan O’Donnell (NIFAC), Phelim O’Neill (NIFAC), Dr Brian Smyth (NIFAC), Colin Reid (NIFAC) 
and Dr Christine Kennedy

IGFS hosts visiting 

ICAR research fellow

The Institute has the pleasure of hosting 

Dr Niladri Sekhar Chatterjee, a visiting 

research fellow from India for 12 months.

Dr Chatterjee joins the Institute from the 

Indian Council of Agricultural Research - 

Central Institute of Fisheries Technology 

and will be working with Professor 

Chris Elliott on food fraud aspects of 

commercially important prawns using 

mass spectrometry based metabolomics 

and chemometrics. 

Dr Chatterjee’s placement has been 

funded by means of a postdoctoral 

fellowship from the Government of 

India’s Science and Engineering Research 

Board (SERB). 

the urgency around food security, giving 
a stark image of the predicted challenges 
of the next 50 years”.

“The enthusiasm shown by Terry, and 
by Brett too, was obvious and the 
organisation of the tour, starting with the 
older equipment and working along to 
the newer, state-of-the-art technology 
really brought to life the progress being 
made at Queen’s”.

“The openness of all staff in presenting 

to NIFAC and in answering questions was 
very helpful to the Committee and the 
tour of the labs gave a valuable insight 
into the huge technological leaps being 
made at Queen’s in testing and ensuring 
product authenticity”.



Many congratulations to the IGFS 
marathon relay team, pictured above, 
that ran in the 2017 Belfast Marathon and 
in support of the Institute’s nominated 
charity, Action Against Hunger. Well 
done to them all!

Professor Chris Elliott and Dr Ewa 
Wielogorska from IGFS in collaboration 
with Prof. Brendan Gilmore and his 
team from The School of Pharmacy have 
been awarded £650,000 by the BBRSC 
to undertake research to understand and 
develop Atmospheric Cold Plasma based 
approaches to control key risk factors in 
the food chain to enhance food safety

PhD student Mary Baxter, supervised 
by Dr Niamh O’Connell, was awarded 
‘best presentation’ by the Health and 
Welfare Commission of the European 
Association for Animal Production (EAAP) 
at their 2016 annual meeting.  Her paper 
was entitled “Evaluation of potential 
dustbathing substrates for commercially-
housed broiler chickens”.

Professor Chris Elliott was presented 
with an award for “Outstanding 
Contribution to the Northern Ireland 
Food Industry” at the 2017 Northern 
Ireland Food and Drink Association Gala 
Dinner.

Student and Staff News

Orla Kelly, a second year student 
studying BSc (Hons) Agricultural 
Technology, at Queen’s University 
Belfast and CAFRE is the winner of the 
inaugural Beef Student of the Year award 
presented by the Beef Shorthorn Society. 
She received the £2,000 award at an 
event in Edinburgh and the University 
was presented with £1,000 towards a 
beef educational project. 

“I’m thrilled to win this first time award,” 
said Orla who hails from a suckler beef 
and sheep farm in Downpatrick, County 
Down. “The process has helped me to 
grow in confidence, to share my ideas 
built on the knowledge I’ve gained both 
working on the family farm virtually all 
my life and at university and use that 
to progress my career, potentially as a 
consultant or working in the supply chain 
and new product development.

IGFS student Nor Haji Mohd Manan, 
pictured below, won the 2017 Young 
Scientist Competition awarded by the 
Institute of Food Science & Technology. 
Nor is currently in the final year of her BSc 
in Food Quality, Safety and Nutrition and 
won the award for her laboratory-based 
honours project entitled: “Assessing 
the anti-diabetic potential of medicinal 
plants” which was supervised by Dr Brian 
Green. 
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The IGFS Belfast Marathon 2017 Relay Team - Claire McVey, Fiona Lavelle, Lynda Perkins, 
Stephanie Heaney, Yusef Ahmed, Michaela Fox, Claire McKernan, Mairead Campbell. (Not 
pictured; Stephanie Brooks and Shannon Mclaughlin)

Congratulations to Dr Brian Green on 
the birth of his son, Tom Patrick Green, 
on 6 June. Mother and baby are healthy 
and doing well. 

IGFS would like to welcome the following 
new staff and researchers to the Institute;

Professor Eric Morgan  

Dr Sharon Huws

Mr Stephen Todd 

Ms Natalie Maguire

Mr Javier Lou

Ms Alana Cutliffe

If you have an article, research 
announcement or staff/student news 
you would like to see featured in the 
next IGFS Newsletter then please email 
Michael Hills at m.hills@qub.ac.uk

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Institute-for-Global-Food-Security/360459050730052?ref=hl
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Institute-for-Global-Food-Security/360459050730052?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/IGFS_Official
mailto:m.hills%40qub.ac.uk?subject=IGFS%20Newsletter%20content
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