
Religion & Peace

Does religion cause conflict?

Is religion inherently violent, or 
peaceful?

How can religion contribute to 
peacemaking & peacebuilding?



What do we mean by 
Religion?

A system of beliefs?

A set of practices/rituals?

Part of community/culture?



Perspectives on Religion & Conflict

• Religion Doesn’t Matter – a 
proxy for other grievances, 
differences

• Religion is inherently violent 
– clash of civilizations 
(Huntington)

• Religious ‘extremists’ – a 
few ‘bad apples’

• ‘Ambivalence of the sacred’ 
(Appleby)



Peacemaking vs. 

Peacebuilding: 

What’s the Difference?



John Brewer et al

Develops general theoretical 
ways of thinking about 
the role of religion in 
peacemaking & 
peacebuilding through a 
case study of Northern 
Ireland



The Political Peace Process

• Back channels of 
communication

• Effectiveness of sacred 
spaces (‘exude 
redemption’, p 106); 
safe, secure

• Ripple effect among 
politicians



The Social Peace Process

• Larger role for religion 
in social peace 
processes

• Active vs. passive 
peacemaking

• Rooted in civil society

• Local vs. ‘institutional’ 
leaders



Civil Society’s Strategic Social Spaces

Intellectual

Ecumenism, anti-sectarianism

Institutional

Cross-community activities, peace 
initiatives

Market

Transitional justice work with prisoners 
and families, social gospel

Political

Mediation, backchannel political 
communication, formal political 
representation



Example: Fr Alec Reid

• https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=fA1X4kp4
woQ (34.20)

BBC documentary, 

14 Days

• As you watch the video:

- Your immediate reactions?

- How does Fr Reid embody 
political & social activism in 
this example?

- What’s distinctly Christian 
or religious about his 
peacemaking?

- Are the distinctly Christian 
aspects significant?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fA1X4kp4woQ


For more information visit my blog at: gladysganiel.com


