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Ambassador Akbar Ahmed is Ibn Khaldun Chair of
Islamic Studies at American University in Washington
D.C. and former Pakistan High Commissioner to the UK
and Ireland. He is author of more than a dozen award-
winning books including Journey into Islam: The Crisis
of Globalization (2007), Journey into America: The
Challenge of Islam (2010), and The Thistle and the
Drone: How America's War on Terror Became a Global
War on Tribal Islam (2013), all published by Brookings.
His Journey into Europe: Islam, Immigration and
Identity will be published in 2018 and, like the other
books in the Journeys series, has been made into a
documentary film. Ahmed has taught at Harvard and
Princeton and was Senior Fellow at Brookings. Named
by the BBC as ‘the world’s leading authority on
contemporary Islam’, his work as playwright and poet
has been broadcast and performed around the globe.
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