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Professor Michael Semple is Practitioner Chair at The Senator
George J. Mitchell Institute for Global Peace, Security and Justice.
He works on innovative approaches to peace-making and
engagement with militant Islamic movements in Afghanistan and
South Asia. His interests include the political culture of the Afghan
Taliban and kindred militant Islamic, the role and potential of
dialogue and social media in conflict transformation and the
challenge of pluralism in the post 9/11 Muslim world.

Michael worked as a political officer in the United Nations team
which helped to implement the Bonn Accord on Afghanistan after
2001 and served as Deputy EU Special Representative in the
country. He continues to advise governments and parties involved in
the Afghan peace process, at a senior level, informed by his ongoing
research. He collaborates with international peace-related NGOs
and think tanks and engages with policy makers. He is active in the
public and policy debate around conflict transformation and
Afghanistan.

Michael has previously worked as a fellow at Harvard Kennedy
School’s Carr Centre for Human Rights Policy (2009 to 2013).
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