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School of Arts, English and Languages
Research Proposal Guidelines

The School of Arts, English and Languages will only accept applications where there exists sufficient research expertise, so as to ensure that students are properly supervised. Prospective applicants are encouraged, in the first instance, to consult the staff by research theme page to identify potential supervisors for your work. 
The best proposals are typically those developed in consultation with a member of academic staff. The FindaPhD Supervisor tool will assist you with this and can be located here. 

Once you have identified a member of staff who is interested in your research ideas, you should prepare a research proposal. Your 750-word research proposal should address clearly-articulated research questions, issues or problems, set in a clear context of other research in that area, and use appropriate research methods and/or approaches. More precisely, it should:

1. Define a series of research questions, issues or problems that will be addressed in the course of the research. It must also define its aims and objectives in terms of seeking to enhance knowledge and understanding relating to the questions, issues or problems to be addressed. 
2. Specify a research context for the questions, issues or problems to be addressed. You must specify why it is important that these particular questions, issues or problems should be addressed; what other research is being or has been conducted in this area; and what particular contribution this project will make to the advancement of creativity, insights, knowledge and understanding in this area. 
3. Specify the research methods for addressing and answering the research questions, issues or problems. You must state how, in the course of the research project, you will seek to answer the questions, address the issues or solve the problems. You should also explain the rationale for your chosen research methods and why you think they provide the most appropriate means by which to address the research questions, issues or problems. 

