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LDS Workshop Series

Week 2 — 8t October 2015 Independent Study & Time Management
Week 3 — 15" October 2015 Literature Search

Week 5 — 29t October 2015 Referencing

Week 6 — 5" November 2015 Critical Reading and Writing
Week 7 — 12t November 2015 Presentation Skills

Week 8 — 19t" November 2015 Literature Review

Week 9 — 26t November 2015 Dissertation and PhD Proposal
Week 10 — 39 December 2015 Study Skills & Exam Preparation
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What this workshop will cover:
8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread
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Essay = Opportunity

Helps you to organise on a given topic
You can

(beyond the material covered in the
course)
You can in detail

Helps you to develop your

You can with critical debates about your
subject

Opportunity to start



What attracts good marks?

— Weak structure — Good, logical structure

— Missing thesis — Appropriate use of
statement paragraphs

— Shows little research — Evidence of

— Mostly descriptive INETES comprehensive

— Considers only one background reading

point of view — Answers the question
— Poor Enghsh — Deve|OpS an argument



Essay Writing

for each stage, do not leave to last

minute
 What do you about when writing
essay writing? 1 READING
indicates what @@ d
need to work on 28 :3‘

— Use feedback to help you improve e
(marks and comments) -.

* Check at end of workshop if you have
to work on your essay writing skills
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

. Understanding the question

Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Understanding the Question

* Read the question very carefully — underline
the

— These will tell you what the marker wants you to do and
will require you to read and re-read the title

of you as you research,
plan and write

* Feedback from lecturers



Analysing the Question

“In what ways might terrorism be distinguished
from other forms of political violence?”

(School of Politics, 2012-2013)



Analysing the Question

“In what ways might terrorism be distinguished
from other forms of political violence?”

(School of Politics, 2012-2013)
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Key Essay Question Words

Instruction word

Account [give an]

What you are expected to do

Describe.

Account for

Give the reason for. Not to be confused with ‘Give an account of’
which is only asking for a description.

Analyse

Give an organised answer looking at all aspects. Describe the main
ideas in depth, showing why they are important and how they are
connected.

Put a theory into operation.

Decide on value/importance. Discuss the strong and weak points
of the subject. Make your own conclusion. Discuss the strong and
weak points of the subject. Make your own conclusion.

Brief account [give a]

Describe in a concise way.

Comment on

Give your opinion. State your views on the subject clearly. Back up
your points with sufficient evidence and examples.

Compare [with]

Discuss similarities; draw conclusions on common areas.

Compile

Make up (a list/plan/outline).

Consider

Describe/give your views on subject.

Contrast

Discuss differences/draw own view.

Criticise

Point out weak/strong points i.e. balanced answer. Express your
own balanced judgement of the subject. Give views for and
against, backed up with examples and references.

Define

Give the meaning of a term, concisely. Give clear concise
meanings. State limitations of the definition (how is it used in your
essay).

Demonstrate

TN

Show by example/evidence.
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Understanding the Question

* Canyou
what the essay is asking you to
do?

 What have
been specified

— Submission date, word count, font
Size, covering page etc.

— Marking criteria
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Research for Your Essay

What do |

— Lecture notes, reading list i.e., module handbook

What do | RESEARGH CAT
— Look at the key words / make a list .
Where will | ' é

(
IS LOOKING FOR RESOURCES

— Library, databases, web search

Where will | find

— Decide what information is relevant

— Discard what you do not need — do not be tempted to quote
from everything just to show that you have read widely
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Library » LibGuides

Welcome to LibGuides

Admin Sign In

Research assistance, subject guides, and useful resources compiled by your friendly librarians at the Library at Queen's. Know what we know - find it in

LibGuides!

ormatonon.———— Jlowiecs

Bibliometrics by Dan Holden

Copyright for the Researcher by

John Knowles

+ E-Books & E-Reference by John

Knowles

Official Publications by John

Knowles

* Problems accessing library
e-Resources by Electronic
Resources

+ Recommending Material for the
Library by Dan Holden

+ Reference Management by Dan
Holden

» RefWorks by Diarmuid Kennedy

+ Special Collections & Archives
by Special Collections

+ Standards & Patents by Janet
Drake

+ Support for Teaching by John
Knowles

* Theses by Janet Drake

.

Show: Popular | All

archives books copyright dentist

dentistry early printed books
english history irish medic medical

medicine miicic newenanare

Browse All Guides | Search:

All Guides| v | Search

» Anthropology by Eimear Blee
+ Biological Sciences by Paula Younger
+ Chemistry & Chemical Engineering by Janet Drake
+ Creative Arts by Isabel OKelly
+ Education by Norma Menabney
+ Electrical Engineering & Computer Science by Dan Holden
» English by Eimear Blee
Geography, Archaeology & Palaeoecology by Carol Dunlop
History by Eimear Blee
Law by Diarmuid Kennedy
Management by Norma Menabney
+ Mathematics & Physics by Carol Dunlop
» Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering by Janet Drake
+ Medicine, Dentistry & Biomedical Sciences by Richard Fallis
+ Midwifery by Patricia Watt
+ Modern Languages by Isabel OKelly
* Nursing (Continuing professional, academic development and research) by
Patricia Watt
* Nursing (Undergraduate level) by Brenda Allen
gy Doplo V. TTatar=1a

* Planning, Architecture & Civil Engineering by Janet Drake

. Psychoiogy by Carol Dunlop
+ Sociology, Social Policy & Social Work by Norma Menabney
+ Theology by Eimear Blee

Library Catalogue

QCat Discover

Queen's University Belfast
Online Bookstore

In association with Blackwell's -
order online or reserve from the
bookshop:

http:/iwww.blackwell.co.uk/belfast

Student Experience Bursary
accepted.

Tweets W Follow
., QUB Library 2h o
@LibraryatQUB

Advanced warning: the
McClay Library will close at
9.30pm on Thursday 30th
January. More information
here go.qub.ac.uk/hFbbc

Expand

.. QUB Library 20 Jan
" @LibraryatQUB

The @QUBSU Are Ye Well

team will be in the McClay

Student Lounge again

tonight, serving free tea and
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Get Help

* Subject Librarian: Where and what is appropriate
material

* Tutorials: Ask questions, get clarification
* Module Handbooks: Reading lists
* Lecturers: Inin doubt email query or go to office hour

* Learning Development Service: Referencing and
critical reading

* Peers: What are they doing, reading, writing?
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Reading Skills

|s material relevant, why?
for referencing: Referencing software
 Use

— Summarise the key points
— What evidence is being used

— Write down “juicy” quotes SCHRODINGER WAS WRONG:
THE CAT/ISISTILLALIVE.

— Relate to other material you have read
— What are limitations

* Read when you find you
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Author(s):
Title:
Publication Date: Access Date:
Source: Location:
Keywords:

Author(s)/Source

Title

Web-site

Date Access Date
Publisher or Journal Place
Volume Issue Number

Important points, notes, guotations

Page No.

Author’s position/ theoretical position

Essential backgrnlmd information

Overall argument or hypothesis

Conclusion

Supporting reasons

1. 5.
2. 6.
3. 7.
4 8.

Strengt}:ls of the line of reasoning and supporting evidence

Connections to other author(s) or source(s):

Flaws in the argument and gaps or other weaknesses in the argument and supporting evidence
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Forming an Argument

e Taking a from your reading and notes
on the question

* Do you have a to make, based
on relevant (your reading material)
* Canyou your argument,

and key points
— E.g., gender pay gap in industry due to (a), (b), (c) etc.



Help with Forming Arguments

— Talk about the things you want to mention in your essay

in tutorials

— How does your lecturer or peers make a point?

existing publications

— How do they establish their argument and
structure their paper?

— Ask questionsi.e., Why?

HAS A POINT
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Planning an Essay

e Set yourself a

— When have you achieved what?

— What are the key points/arguments you need to include
— Use sections and headings to make a plan

* make short notes under each section about what you
would like to include

— Decide on the order of your sections/paragraphs
— Can you make a link between each section
— What are you concluding



Learning

Queen’s University

Development Belfast

Service

This is an example of a mind map you can use as a reference when creating your own.

Main Idea

Main Idea
Your Main Topic

Main Idea Main Idea




Essay structure

Engage the reader by introducing your topic
Identify the issues you are about to explore
Preview how you plan to answer the question

Divided into paragraphs (1 paragraph = 1 argument!)
e Paragraph has an Introduction, Main Body and Conclusion

Structure set out by introduction and approach to question
Must cover everything you said you would cover in the introduction

Summarises your argument and the main themes
Do not present new arguments
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Paragraphing

Paragraphs give your writing structure: each
paragraph should cover one idea or aspect of
an idea so that every new paragraph marks a
pause in the writing and signals a progression
in your argument. Well-defined paragraphs
that focus on a particular idea improve the
flow of your essay and make the central
argument clear for the reader.

Like the essay itself, paragraphs have an internal structure of an introduction, main body
and conclusion. Paragraphs often include:

+ An opening topic sentence to express your main point. It may be useful to use
‘connecting words’ (such as: however, furthermore) or signposting sentences
(another point to consider is...)— see pp. our ‘Connecting Your Writing’ and
‘Signposting’ help-sheets.

+ Supporting sentences to develop and support the main point, give back up points,
give examples, provide relevant quotations, comment on the evidence, show the
implications, outline opposing theories etc.

+ A concluding sentence to show the significance of the point made, indicating how it
answers the question and possibly linking these ideas to the next paragraph.
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

. Writing your essay (draft)

Edit
Proofread



Writing your draft essay

: It is a draft
: Can | follow your argument
: Formal, objective,
impersonal, cautious, concise, specialist vocabulary etc.
: Is what you are writing
clearly relevant?
: Reference
straight away, otherwise you will get lost
: Be organised

: Use linking words & stick to
the structure
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Connecting Your Writing

Developing an argument

Within ONE sentence.  so, because, owing to, as a result of

Using TWO senfences: thus, therefore, consequently, for this reason,
it follows that, in view of this, moreover, in addition,
indeed, in short

To redirect an argument:

Within ONE sentence.  but, in spite of, despite, although, even though,

whereas, while
Using TWO senfences. however, nevertheless, on the other hand,
on the contrary, it has been suggested that,

it could be argued that

Addition
and, also, as well as, moreover, further, furthermore, in addition, additionally, next, firstly,
secondly etc.

Comparisons
similarly, likewise, in the same way

Contrasts
although, for all that, however, on the contrary, otherwise, yet, but, even so, despite,
conversely, alternatively



Critical Writing

States what happened
States what something is
like

Explains what a
theory/model of care says

Gives information

SOMEONE Sglll 1LACKA CRITICALVOICE

Explains why what
happened is significant

Evaluates strengths and
weaknesses

Shows why the
theory/model is relevant
or

Draws conclusions
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

Proofread



Edit

* Leave a in between writing and editing

e Put yourself into the
— Has everything been defined?
— Can the reader follow your thinking?

— Can you summarise the key point of each paragraph and
why it is relevant to your essay title?

— Is your language confident?
— Referenced correctly?

SII/(IGI(EII BY YOUR REFERENCING

* Read your essay & let it be read by
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Introductions

The infroduction

o . ) . and conclusion

As it is the first thing your examiner will read, lranll EEEn e
the introductory paragraph should demonstrate several approximately 10%

things: of your total word

count
¥ You understand the guestion, its background context,

and the complexities of its key words and/or phrases.

+ You can clearly apply those terms to the subject matter
of the essay (i.e. the chosen author, text, theory, timeframe, etc...).

¥ You can summarise your argument clearly and anticipate the main points of your
answer.

¥ That your essay/argument is worth the read.

Introductions are often comprised of some combination of the following:

Context: Introduce your essay by outlining significant background or contextual
information. This prepares the reader to fully understand the approach you take in
answering the question.

General Facts and Figures: By drawing upon a striking fact/quotation that addresses the
question quite broadly, you can convincingly illustrate your ‘take’ on the answer. Use
facts/quotations that link directly to the key words and phrases. Being imaginative and
adventurous with an opening quotation/fact can grab your reader's attention. You should be
sure, however, to keep it brief and relevant.

Definitions: |dentify the key words in the question and define them. Use dictionaries and
(peer-reviewed) encyclopaedias. This shows the examiner that you fully understand exactly
what you are being asked to write about.




Reduce Word Count

* If you find that you have written over the
word limit, you can reduce it by going back
over your assignment and cutting out
redundant words and phrases. (28 words)



Reduce Word Count

If you find that you have written over the
word limit, you can reduce it by going back
over your assignment and cutting out
redundant words and phrases. (28 words)

If you have written over the word limit, you
can reduce it by cutting out redundant words
and phrases. (19 words)
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

Writing your essay (draft)
Edit

. Proofread



Let

Proofreading

- Editor Catis
Spelling 3
Grammar =
Missing words !{ammatical |
Spacing shenanigans. |

Words used inappropriately or in the wrong context (use
dictionary to double-check meanings)

to proofread your assignment
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8 Stages of Essay Writing

Understanding the question
Research for your essay
Reading skills

Forming an argument
Planning essay

. Writing your essay (draft)

Edit
Proofread
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Essay Writing Checklist

Content

* Have you answered the question?

# Have you included all necessary points?

* s what you have written relevant and is your
meaning clear?

* [syour essay of the required length?

Structure

s s there a clear introduction, main body of argument and conclusion?

* |syour essay clearly divided into paragraphs with only one main point in each
paragraph?

e Are your ideas linked together in a logical order so the reader can follow your
argument?

e Have you uskd enough signposting or linking words?

s [syour argument back up with references and supporting statements?

Spelling
s Use spell checker.
s Read aloud: start at the end of the line and read backwards.

Punctuation
* Read your essay aloud. You need punctuation every time there is a pause or slight
drop in your voice. If you get out of breath, your sentence is too long!
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Checklist
Step  |Rate010 |Acton

. Understanding the question

. Research for your essay

. Reading skills

. Making an argument

. Planning essay

. Writing essay (draft and structure)
. Edit

. Proofread

. Time management
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Questions?



GOOD LUCK

WITH YOUR
STUDIES
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We can help you develop your academic skills.

Workshops / Resources

Contact us:
028 9097 3618

lds@qub.ac.uk
www.qub.ac.uk/lds



http://www.qub.ac.uk/lds

