
When to apply
If you’re starting college in Academic Year 2019-2020, you can submit the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) beginning October 1, 2018.

What you need
A copy of your and/or your family’s 2017 tax return.

Why the FAFSA
The FAFSA gives you access to federal loans, as well as any available state and college aid. 
Even if your family thinks they know what you’ll qualify for, it’s always a good idea to submit an 
application to make sure you don’t walk away from financial aid.

Things to remember
Financial aid dates are different than college admission dates. States and colleges may also 
have different financial deadlines than the FAFSA. Be sure to check fafsa.ed.gov for your state’s 
deadlines and your colleges’ websites for their deadlines. 

Source: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa. Sallie Mae, the Sallie Mae Logo and other Sallie Mae names and logos are service marks or registered 
service marks of Sallie Mae Bank or its subsidiaries. All other names and logos used are the trademarks or service marks of their respective 
owners. SLM Corporation and its subsidiaries, including Sallie Mae Bank, are not sponsored by or agencies of the United States of America. 
©2018 Sallie Mae Bank. All rights reserved. SMSCH MKT13547B 0618

Want to know more? Visit SallieMae.com/CollegePlanning

Filing the FAFSA  
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Use your income tax info from

2017
Use your income tax info from

2018

Submit your FAFSA beginning

October 1, 2018
through June 30, 2019

Submit your FAFSA beginning

October 1, 2019
through June 30, 2020
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