
GRADUATE SCHOOL
PROGRAMME

2022 - 2023



THE GATEWAY TO YOUR
POSTGRADUATE EXPERIENCE



YOUR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

We are delighted to welcome you to the Graduate School at Queen's
University Belfast. This programme is your guide to the opportunities available
to you as a member of our postgraduate community. You will become one of
the exceptional local, national and international students who join us each year.
The Graduate School will assist you to become a Thinker, Innovator, Leader and
Communicator who is Future Ready. 

HOW TO GET STARTED

Many of our programmes are open to both postgraduate taught
(PGT) and postgraduate research (PGR) students.
 
Any that are limited to either Doctoral or Master’s students are
flagged with these icons.

PGR

PGT

The Graduate School is your building, with facilities and services
designed to support your studies. The building is open daily from
7:00am - 11:00pm and group study rooms can be booked via QOL.

All events and training can be booked via MyFuture, under 'Events'.
Search 'GS' to access the full list: qub.ac.uk/myfuture 

Visit the Graduate School website for a full list of opportunities:
qub.ac.uk/graduate-school

Top Tip
If registration for an event is full, you can add your name to a waiting
list to be contacted should a space become available.
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THINKER
Reflective, Critical, Flexible, Disruptive

INNOVATOR
Creative, Business Aware, Risk Manager, Insight Driven

COMMUNICATOR
Academic Writers, Publicly Engaged, Socially Networked,
Professional Presenters

LEADER
Visionary, Strategic, Self-Aware, Collaborative

FUTURE READY
Confident, Resilient, Employer-Focused, Networked

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL PILLARS 

Our pillars reflect our ambitions for your development. Every opportunity we
offer you is interconnected and designed to make you a stronger leader,
communicator, thinker and innovator, and an individual who is ready for
whatever the future might hold. These pillars do not stand in isolation, but
merge to enhance your experience. 
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PGR

ACADEMIC ESSENTIALS
These training events and workshops will help you navigate your academic
journey and develop the high level skills needed to succeed as a postgraduate
student.

Academic Writing Series

Peer Proofreading Forum

Transition Skills

Develop your academic writing skills for all aspects of your academic journey
in this series of workshops. Topics include writing an abstract and introduction,
performing a literature search, conducting a critical literature review, right
through to drafting your method and results section.

The Peer Proofreading Forum helps students enhance their academic writing.
Students are required to bring copies of their own academic writing to
facilitate their learning within a peer-based environment. Sessions include
short seminars, followed by participants proofreading each other's work.

Preparing for Differentiation and APR
Preparing for the Viva
Writing Funding Proposals
How to Peer Review 

This series of workshops is designed to assist you at each stage of your
postgraduate researcher journey. 

Topics include:
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Writing Retreats 

Our Graduate School writing retreats are the perfect way to boost your
writing productivity for your PhD. Throughout the sessions you have the
opportunity to use techniques such as free writing and pomodoro to make
significant writing progress, set your own writing goals and bond with your
peers.

How to Manage your Study Time Effectively 

Optimise your Writing

This workshop will help you understand how and when you work best and share
tips on how to manage your time to increase productivity. It will cover
planning and organising your work to meet deadlines, prioritising your
activities, what works for you and what hinders you, and what you can do to
manage your time more effectively. 

Inspired by the book ‘Turbocharge your writing’ (written by Maria Gardiner and
Hugh Kearns), this workshop provides an overview of practical strategies you
can adopt to maximise your writing productivity. It explores why it is  difficult
to put pen to paper, how we deliberately make excuses to avoid writing; and
how to set realistic writing plans and goals
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POSTGRADUATE PRODUCTIVITY 



COMMUNICATING WITH IMPACT

 

Tell Your Research Story PGR

How to Create and Present an Academic Poster
How to Identify Appropriate Academic Conferences
How to Network and Collaborate Effectively
How to Organise and Facilitate a Conference

This set of workshops will develop your communication skills and help you
become a publicly engaged, socially networked, professional presenter. 

Research is central to what we do as a university. Take time to learn how to
communicate your research and the impact of your work. 

Publications
Learn the process behind getting your work published, from writing strategies
to defining the responsibilities of editors, publishers, editorial boards and peer
reviewers.

Three Minute Thesis Competition
The 3MT challenges doctoral candidates to present a compelling spoken
presentation on their research in just three minutes. This workshop will provide
more information about taking part and how to apply the art of storytelling to
your research.  

Conferences
A winning conference proposal begins with the ability to communicate your
research and its relevance. This workshop will cover the main elements of a
successful conference submission. 

Media
Communicating research findings to audiences outside the academic
community, media or general public, is a vital part of researcher’s work. You
will gain insights into the world of the media and explore what type of content
is deemed newsworthy.  
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY

 

Develop readiness for the future and manage your own career, whether in
academia or beyond. As well as central career and employer events, our
employability programmes prepare postgraduate students for the next step of
their career journey.

Master Your Future Success

Employability Masterclasses

Prepare today, for tomorrow's job market. This programme will cover
everything you need to consider when applying for jobs, from your CV, a
strategy for competency based questions, right through to the interview. You
can also complete the Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) questionnaire,
which is used to determine your differing strengths. On successful completion
of this programme, you will be eligible for Graduate Plus accreditation. 

PGT

PGT

How to Write a Successful CV
This presentation will provide you with a guide on how to market yourself on
paper whether you are just starting your CV or want to update it.

How to Complete a Competency Based Application Form
This workshop will provide you with examples of competency-based questions
and give you the opportunity to practise your technique with your peers. 

Ten Tips for Acing Your Next Virtual Interview
Learn about the key elements you need to consider when being interviewed
virtually and how you can make a good impression through a screen.

How to Start Your LinkedIn Profile 
This workshop is aimed at students who don’t yet have a LinkedIn profile, and
will give you the chance to start creating one. 
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PGR

 

Develop an understanding of their values and motivations and how they
shape career planning. 
Explore current labour market trends and learn how to market their skills
to be successful in academic and non-academic roles.
Perfect their CV, Cover Letter and interview technique for academic and
non-academic roles.
Develop key skills to support their future career.
Network with alumni, academic staff and employers to find out more about
the range of opportunities open to candidates with a PhD.

The Future Ready Programme is a careers and employability programme
tailored for postgraduate research students. 

During the programme students will:

Students who attend all workshops under the “Future Ready Employability
Programme” banner, will be eligible for the Researcher Plus (Future Ready
Award)

Future Ready Employability Programme
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Future Ready Employability Programme PGR

If you're a PGR student considering a Post Doc as your next step, this informal
networking event, which brings together PhD students and current QUB Post
Docs, can help you find out more about what a Post Doc does on a day-to-day
basis. The event will give you the chance to network with Post-Doctoral staff
from QUB to find out more about their career paths and what you can do now
to ensure your future success in academia.

 1-2-1 Career Consultations 

Postgraduate students can access 1-2-1 career consultations to discuss all areas
of career planning and to get individual feedback on their CV. These can be
booked via MyFuture.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fqub-csm.symplicity.com%2Fstudents%2F%3Fsignin_tab%3D0&data=05%7C01%7Candrew.maguire%40qub.ac.uk%7C5848e92e77e6462c150e08dafe2a9ba8%7Ceaab77eab4a549e3a1e8d6dd23a1f286%7C0%7C0%7C638101756190585945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2PzRHCT3QJ%2Fu9x5PUctVBw%2B8TmcKdraj6IGcm9K69JI%3D&reserved=0




About the Programme

Master Your Leadership is the Graduate School's leadership development
programme for postgraduate taught students. Using an active learning
pedagogy, students learn about, experience and apply personal leadership skills
in a simulated reality of ‘work’ that builds confidence, communication and
team-working skills. 

What's Involved?

You will complete the Kouzes and Posner 360° Student Leadership Challenge
(LPI) which will help you to tailor a personal development plan. During the
programme, students participate in a range of interactive workshops and work
in multidisciplinary teams on a real world employer challenge set by a public,
private or third sector organisation. 

PGT

'The LPI 360° Challenge
is recognised as world
class coaching. I have
already recommended
the programme to
friends, I can’t commend
it highly enough.'
- PGT Student 

PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Master Your Leadership
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About the Qualification

The Graduate School, in partnership with the Chartered Management Institute
(CMI), offers you a unique opportunity to gain a Level 7 Certificate in Strategic
Management and Leadership Practice. 

Enhance your employability and become an affiliate member of CMI with
access to a library of online resources. CMI is the only  chartered professional
body in the field of management and leadership, and its qualifications are of
the highest quality.  The qualification requires you to complete two of the
three CMI units offered at the Graduate School:

Strategic Leadership
This qualification helps you understand the complexities of leadership from an
individual and organisational perspective. 

Strategic Management Project
Understand the key processes in successful project management from
initiation to delivery. 

Entrepreneurial Practice
Develop creative skills and the know-how to bring viable ventures to life. 

Course Fee: £995

Register your interest via email:
gs.cmi@qub.ac.uk

Chartered Management Institute
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OPPORTUNITIES AND SUPPORT 

Make it Happen Fund

Start Up Visa

Are you currently working on a business idea
but need some funding to make it a reality?
You could apply for the ‘Make it Happen Fund’
and get up to £1,000 to help start or diversify
your business! 

For more information, contact: 
su.enterprise@qub.ac.uk  

Are you a non EU/EEA postgraduate student?
Do you have an innovative business idea?
Would you like to establish a business in the
UK after graduation? The Start-Up Visa might
be an option for you. Keep an eye out for
Start-Up Visa information sessions and book a
place via MyFuture.

The Brilliant Club

If you are a current doctoral student or PhD
graduate, you could work with The Brilliant
Club Researcher Development Programme as
an Early Career Researcher and enjoy a
meaningful, paid, professional development
opportunity. The Brilliant Club’s mission is to
support pupils from underrepresented
backgrounds to have fair access to university.

mailto:su.enterprise@qub.ac.uk


FourSight Thinking Profile measures thinking
preferences, where you gain and lose energy
when you try to solve a complex challenge,
helping you understand how your thinking
preferences affect our decision making, your
perceptions, your stress levels and your
interactions with others.
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COMMUNITY AND INNOVATION
FourSight Thinking Profile 
(Solving Complex Challenges Effectively)

 

 Impact Programme 

IMPACT: Local provides an exciting
opportunity to utilise your skills as a
postgraduate student for the benefit of wider
society. 

This unique programme blends postgraduate
students and members of the local community
to work together in teams to co-design new
approaches to challenges faced by our
partners. 

Using a design thinking methodology you will
develop an understanding of the needs of the
local community and create innovative
solutions to take forward.



Throughout the year there are a series of
social and community gatherings in the
Graduate School social space, celebrating
national and international holidays and special
occasions and encouraging connection and
networking between students. 
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COMMUNITY AND INNOVATION

Curiosity Breakfast 

Graduate School Community 

 Follow us on Social Media to stay up to date with community events

The Graduate School

qubgradschool

@qubgradschool 

The Graduate School at Queen's

The Curiosity Breakfast Club brings together
the wider PG community to connect, network
and hear from guest speakers. At each event, a
secret guest speaker will talk about a new and
interesting subject and share their own story
of how developing a curious and inquisitive
nature helped them on their own academic
and professional journey.



OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
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Graduate Plus and Researcher Plus (Future Ready Award)

Postgraduate Led Initiative Funding

The Graduate School has funding available to
assist current postgraduate students in
organising academic events and cultural
exchanges which bring together the
postgraduate taught and research student
communities at Queen's.

As a current postgraduate student of Queen’s
University, you will have the opportunity to
gain official recognition by the University as a
result of developing your own skills and
research in addition to your studies. The
training and development opportunities
available at the Graduate School can help you
achieve this accreditation. 

Visit the Graduate School website: 
qub.ac.uk/graduate-school

Contact us via email: 
graduateschool@qub.ac.uk

For more information on these opportunities:
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING
These events are designed to help you take a break from your studies, connect
with your Postgraduate community and improve your wellbeing. 

Wellbeing Wednesday: Coffee Chats

Rejuvenation Yoga Mindful Meditation

Take a short break from your studies each week and pop into the Graduate
School to have a coffee with fellow postgraduates. Our weekly meet-ups take
place at 10:00am every Wednesday in the Graduate School Social Space. Just
drop in, take a seat and join the conversation! 

Join us for a free, Rejuvenation Yoga
session every month with qualified
yoga teacher and yoga therapist, Gill
Henderson. A typical class will cover
yoga postures, breathing practices,
deep relaxation, meditation and
revitalisation; helping to break cycles
of stress and anxiety in a welcoming
and supportive environment.

This interactive series will cover a
different topic each month based on
the foundations of mindfulness
practice. Join Dr Carolyn Blair for a
15-20 minute discussion on the
chosen topic and a 20-25 minute
period of mindfulness based practice.
Topics include focus, stress reduction
and creativity. 



Stay connected... 
028 9097 2585
graduateschool@qub.ac.uk

The Graduate School
Queen's University Belfast
University Road
Belfast
BT7 1NN


