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Welcome to this edition of the Queen's University Belfast Social Charter
Newsletter. In this volume: Queen's celebrates 175 years; research findings in
dementia, lupus and childhood cancer; free online training courses available;
Handy Helpers at work; Queen's secures British Business Award; COVID-19 and
Trauma; Green Flag awarded to the University; NI ESRC Festival of Social
Sciences; Pathway Opportunity Programme, and Queen’s academic appointed
to the EU Commission Platform on Sustainable Finance.

Queen's University Celebrates 175 Years!
2020 is a special anniversary year for Queen's University! It's 175 years since the
establishment of the Queen's Colleges in Belfast, Cork and Galway, and the
beginning of our history as a university.
Since 1845, our world-leading researchers, pioneering students and inspirational
alumni have been making a difference to society in Northern Ireland and across the
world.
In order to mark this important anniversary year, the University is hosting a special
anniversary event on Tuesday, 10 November at 7.00pm, and we would love if you
would join us online at www.qub.ac.uk/175 to join the celebrations!

Research with Impact:

Research finds common anticholinergic drugs increase risk of mortality in
people with dementia
A study led by researchers from Queen’s University Belfast has found
anticholinergic drugs significantly increase the risk of mortality in people with
dementia.
Anticholinergics are commonly used to treat a variety of conditions, including
urinary incontinence, allergies and depression. People with dementia are more
likely to be taking medications for a range of diseases and/or illnesses than people
without dementia, moreover, some of these comorbidity medications are likely to
have anticholinergic properties.
To conduct the study, the researchers looked at data from the Enhanced Prescribing
database for 25,418 people who were prescribed at least one dementia
management medication between 2010 and 2016.
"Our study has shown that drugs with a high anticholinergic burden increase mortality in people
with dementia. These findings are especially important for the people of Northern Ireland but, are
also highly relevant for people with dementia, their families, carers and healthcare professionals
world-wide. We hope this discovery will pave the way for better understanding of the effect of
anticholinergic drugs and leads to better treatment options for people with dementia"
Dr Bernadette McGuinness, Centre for Public Health, Queen's University Belfast

Queen’s research highlights effects of sun exposure on people with lupus
Research led by Queen’s University Belfast has found that the social impact of
having cutaneous lupus erythematosus (CLE), which is the term used for lupus
affecting the skin, has a dominant influence on how they take care in the sun.
These insights could help healthcare professionals tailor advice for people with CLE
to ensure they are protected correctly in the sun and has the potential to reduce sun
exposure related flare-ups of their skin and other features such as joint pain,
weakness and fatigue.
The study was led by medical student Bláithín McGarry at Queen’s University in
collaboration with two dermatologists from the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust
(Dr Collette McCourt and Dr Donal O’Kane) and Professor Gerry Gormley, a GP and
academic from the School of Medicine, Dentistry and Biomedical Sciences at
Queen’s University.
"CLE can have a profound impact on quality of life. Despite the benefits for disease control, many
individuals living with CLE do not practice optimal photoprotection which can cause flare ups
which are extremely painful and debilitating. In our study we were keen to not only gain insights
to patients' experiences but also the influences that shaped their experiences."
Bláithín McGarry, Medical Student, Queen's University Belfast

Education with Social Purpose:
Handy Helpers in Lennoxvale Tree Nursery
Handy Helpers returned to one of their favourite places in Belfast: Lennoxvale Tree
Nursery!
The student volunteers planted hundreds of native oak and cherry trees, which will
remain in the nursery until they turn into saplings ready to be rehomed in forests
across Belfast.

Queen’s announces over 400 places for online courses as part of Covid19 response
Queen’s has announced free online places to upskill and retrain individuals directly
affected by COVID-19. Applications are open until 11.59pm on 22 November 2020.
It follows the success of previous Department for the Economy funded COVID-19
response Postgraduate Certificates which began earlier this year, and were provided
to aid individuals impacted by furlough or job loss due to the current pandemic.
The Department for the Economy will be funding 410 places on the courses, which
will be delivered online to participants for free over a 12 week period.
The courses on offer include: Software Development, Applied Cyber Security, AudioVisual Post Production, Data Analytics, Biostatistics & Bioinformatics, Engineering a
Zero Carbon Transition, Advanced Chemical Analysis, and Materials Science &
Engineering.
For more information, click

HERE

"I am very much aware of the impact Covid-19 has had on the employment of so many people
across a wide range of sectors. This announcement today by Queen’s University Belfast of 410
free online training places for individuals directly affected by coronavirus will provide people with
the opportunity to upskill and reskill, enabling them to pursue a career in what are growing local
sectors. Developing the skills of our people right across Northern Ireland is a key priority for me
as we begin the process of rebuilding our economy and I am determined to keep skills at the
centre of our long term strategic plans"
Diane Dodds, Minister for the Economy

Breaking Boundaries to Produce New Knowledge:
Queen’s researchers investigate new ‘targeted therapy’ for Paediatric
Acute Myeloid Leukaemia
Researchers at the Patrick G Johnston Centre for Cancer Research at Queen’s have
identified a new drug combination which could be more time and cost effective in
fighting paediatric Acute Myeloid Leukaemia (AML) and could also spare young
patients the harsh side effects from treatment.
Leukaemia is the most common childhood cancer and paediatric AML can affect
any age group from new-born infants to young people aged 18 – 25 years. Around
70 new cases of paediatric AML are diagnosed every year in the UK, which accounts
for 15 per cent of children’s leukaemia cancer cases.
The research was funded by the Little Princess Trust, whose funding is
administered by the Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia Group.
"We’re delighted to have been able to support this work through our partnership with The Little
Princess Trust. Paediatric AML has significantly lower survival than some other paediatric
cancers, and children that do survive are often left with lifelong side effects as a result of harsh
treatments. This promising research offers hope for both reducing the side effects and improving
survival, and we look forward to seeing the next phase of this research getting underway."
Ashley Gamble, Chief Executive from the Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia Group

Queen’s University Belfast Wins Prestigious Award In China
A unique consortium of UK and Chinese universities led by Queen’s University
Belfast have been announced as winners of the Institutional Partnership of the Year
at the British Business Awards held in Shanghai.
The UK-China University Consortium on Engineering Education and Research
(UCEER) was formed to support UK wide ambitions to accelerate clean growth,
support advanced manufacturing and to build a deeper partnership with China to
address global challenges. The initiative, founded in 2017, includes nine UK Russell
Group universities in partnership with the China’s Excellence League of universities
and is commonly referred to as E9.
Organised by the British Chamber of Commerce Shanghai, the British Business
Awards recognise excellence in innovation, enterprise and endeavour in the British
and Chinese business communities.

Civic Culture and Intercultural Dialogue:
Coronavirus and Trauma: Lessons from the Troubles and other events
In the newly released podcast, Dr Michael Duffy and Dr Ciaran Mulholland discuss the
longer-term mental health implications of the pandemic and what lessons we might
learn from the Troubles, 9/11 and other events. The podcast is chaired by Dr Anne
Campbell.
Click on the image below to listen. Also available on Spotify.

Northern Ireland ESRC festival
The Northern Ireland ESRC festival, with Queen's and Ulster University starts
tomorrow, 7 November 2020. The festival runs for nine days and will see 20 events.
This year you don't have to leave the comfort of your sofa - click below to find out
more and get booking!

Sustainability:
Queen's receives prestigious Green Flag Awards
Queen's has been recognised for a second consecutive year in Northern Ireland's
prestigious Green Flag awards.
The University was awarded a Green Flag Award for maintaining high quality public
green space on the Lanyon site and a Heritage Award in recognition of the site's
celebration and promotion of unique elements of its heritage.
The Green Flag Award is the benchmark national standard for parks and green
spaces in the UK. It is an internationally recognised certification for environmental
quality management for parks and open spaces.
The University achieved Green Flag status for its Lanyon site through having a site
management plan in place and compliance with a range of strict criteria including
horticultural standards, cleanliness, environmental management, biodiversity,
community involvement and safety standards.

Equality and Excellence:
Pathway Opportunity Programme open for applications
Applications for the Pathway Opportunity Programme are still open!
The Pathway Opportunity Programme supports Year 13 students to experience
studying at university level, earn a potential grade reduction, £1000 bursary and meet
fellow students.
The programme has been supporting students since it began in 2017. Since then, it
has seen over 600 students pass through its Pathways, receiving support in study and
academic skills, university applications and confidence building activities.
Students who are currently receiving free school meals (FSM) and/or Education
Maintenance Allowance (EMA); are the main carer for a family member or dependant;
reside in postcode that is classified as being in a "disadvantaged neighbourhood”; are
a Newcomer, a Refugee or an Asylum Seeker or are care experienced are eligible to
apply.

Recognising and Rewarding Contributions from Staff and Students:
Queen’s academic appointed to the EU Commission Platform on
Sustainable Finance
An academic from Queen’s is one of two academics on the island of Ireland
appointed to the Platform on Sustainable Finance at the European Commission.
Dr Theodor Cojoianu, Lecturer in Finance from Queen’s Management School, has
been selected from over 500 applications. In total, the Commission selected 50
members and ten special observers based on their environmental, sustainable
finance or social/human rights expertise.
Dr Cojoianu, alongside Professor Andreas Hoepner from University College Dublin’s
(UCD) Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School, has been appointed for worldclass expertise related to environmental management and sustainable finance.
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