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Free Asymptomatic Testing Continues
On Campus
Queen's University is encouraging all staff and students who need to be
on campus, to take a test when they don’t have symptoms, to help stop
the spread of the virus, protect other people and save lives.
The lateral flow testing programme, ongoing at the Whitla Hall, does not
replace current testing policy for those with symptoms. But by testing
those who are asymptomatic, it will help to protect those at high risk, fight
the virus and ultimately help enable us to go back to as normal a way of
life as possible.
Click on the image below to learn more!

Research with Impact:
Queen’s research answers the goalkeeper’s wall conundrum in free
kicks
Newly published scientific research from Queen’s University Belfast might provide
comfort to goalkeepers who have had their talents questioned!
The new evidence shows that stopping a free kick in football is harder if the goalie’s
initial view of it is blocked by a defensive wall.
Dr Joost Dessing and Theofilos Valkanidis from the School of Psychology at
Queen’s led a research project to create a goalkeeping simulator using virtual reality
that allows comparing performance for identical free kicks with and without a
defensive wall being present.
"While the defensive wall strategy is effective in some cases, the wall frequently obstructs the
goalkeeper’s initial view of the moving ball. Although the negative effects of this obstruction
have been assumed by experts, they have not been scientifically quantified until now"
Dr Joost Dessing, School of Psychology, Queen's University Belfast

The Science in Motion Lab in Queen’s University’s School of Psychology is a Social
Charter Signature Project, conducting research into human movement, from elite
sports to developing ways to improve gait and balance in older people.

Education with Social Purpose:
Ormeau Parklet longlisted for MacEwen Prize
Previously featured in this newsletter, The Ormeau Parklet project, run by partners
including staff from Queen’s School of Natural and Built Environment, has been
added to the longlist for the 2021 MacEwen Prize for urban and rural revitalisation.
The Ormeau Parklet, a partnership between Belfast Buildings Trust, Queen’s
University Belfast, OGU Architects, MMAS Architects, the Department for
Infrastructure, Belfast City Council, and four local hospitality businesses, saw the
conversion of five on-street parking spaces into designed public space to aid
physical distancing but also exploring possibilities for future public realm
interventions.

Breaking Boundaries to Produce New Knowledge:
Queen’s University to research how COVID-19 damages blood vessels
Queen’s University has been awarded a grant from Science Foundation Ireland and
the Northern Ireland Department for the Economy to research how COVID-19
damages blood vessels.
The research project is led by Professor Alan Stitt from Queen’s University Belfast
and Dr Roger Preston from The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI).
COVID-19 is thought of as a disease of the lungs, but it can also damage blood
vessels elsewhere in the body, including in the brain and retina, causing serious
damage leading to stroke and vision loss. This new study will look into how and why
this damage is caused by examining what happens to endothelial cells (that
normally line blood vessels) when they are infected with the coronavirus.
With a particular emphasis on how vessels in the brain and retina become prone to
inflammation and promoting blood clots, the study will help to inform treatment
strategies to protect blood vessels from COVID-19, and thereby help to avoid
serious symptoms, particularly in the brain and retina.

"We are delighted to participate in this North-South research collaboration between Queen’s
University and RCSI. We know that COVID-19 has a profound impact on the blood vessels of the
central nervous system although the precise mechanisms of how this coronavirus causes
damage in these organs remains ill-defined."
Professor Alan Stitt, Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences (MHLS), Queen's University Belfast

Civic Culture and Intercultural Dialogue:
Reflections on the Centenary of the Government of Ireland Act
In case you missed it!
Queen’s University Belfast, with the support of both the UK and Irish Governments,
hosted an event marking the centenary of the Government of Ireland Act last
month.
The anniversary of this profoundly significant event represents a key moment in the
Decade of Centenaries and provides an opportunity to reflect on the shared history
of these islands, as well as to consider the progress made since the Belfast/Good
Friday Agreement.
To view, click on the image below.

Sustainability:
PCAN Net-Zero Carbon Roadmaps
Researchers from Queen's University along with colleagues in the Place-Based
Climate Action Network (PCAN) have produced a suite of net-zero carbon roadmaps
for the three cities covered by the Network’s core climate commissions in Leeds,
Edinburgh and Belfast.
Each of the roadmaps shows the pathway to net-zero emissions for the respective
city's climate change target. For Leeds and Edinburgh, this is 2030; Belfast has the
national UK target of net-zero emissions by 2050.
The Belfast roadmap was launched alongside Belfast’s Resilience Strategy at an
online event featuring noted environmental campaigner Jonathon Porritt.

Equality and Excellence:
Queen’s collaborate on new Implementation Guide on the Rights of Child
Human Rights Defenders
Guidance on the Rights of Child Human Rights Defenders, written by Professor Laura
Lundy from the Centre for Children’s Rights at Queen’s University Belfast, has recently
been launched by Child Rights Connect.
The launch comes after a year-long consultative process in collaboration with Child
Rights Connect, Queen’s University, the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC
Committee), the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human rights defenders (SR
on HRDs), many international child and human rights organisations and experts and
child human rights defenders (CHRDs).
The 2018 Day of General Discussion of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on
“Protecting and empowering children as human rights defenders”, for which
Professor Lundy acted as an expert advisor, shed light on the generalised lack of
understanding of the rights of CHRDs and identified major protection gaps at all
levels.

Queen’s University Belfast launches new Online Open Learning
Programme
Following on from a successful pilot programme for the autumn term, Queen’s Open
Learning are running 50 courses online.
The majority of the courses are live and interactive, allowing adult learners to
participate directly with comments and questions, recreating a familiar ‘classroom’
experience. A selection of others will be pre-recorded, allowing the learners to dip in
and out and their own convenience during the week.
This blended learning opens up the courses to those with busy schedules, or further
away from the University, who have never been able to attend before.
Classes commence week beginning 25 January 2021. Click HERE for information.

Recognising and Rewarding Contributions from Staff and Students:
Queen’s academic announced as winner of Herschel Medal by Royal
Astronomical Society
A Queen’s University astronomer has been announced as the winner of a prestigious
award from the Royal Astronomical Society.
Professor Stephen Smartt will be awarded the Herschel Medal, which is presented to
leading academics for a single investigation, or a series of closely linked
investigations, of outstanding merit.
The Royal Astronomical Society announced the winners of this year’s medals and
prizes, awarded to scientists around the world for significant achievements in the
fields of astronomy and geophysics, at an online event.
Based at the Astrophysics Research Centre at the School of Mathematics and
Physics, Professor Smartt leads teams that scan the sky with large digital cameras to
find anything that rapidly changes.
Professor Smartt was a PhD graduate of Queen’s in 1996 and has worked at the
University since 2004. Last year he received the highest recognition of scientific
endeavour in the UK, being elected a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) 2020.
Professor Smartt is a Member of the Royal Irish Academy and a Leverhulme Prize
winner. In 2018 he was awarded the George Darwin lectureship from the Royal
Astronomical Society and the Royal Irish Academy’s Gold Medal in the physical and
mathematical sciences.
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