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Queen’s hosts Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton,
'In Conversation'
Queen's University was delighted to host Secretary Hillary Rodham Clinton, in
“Beyond Decision 2020”, for an 'in conversation' event with US Consul General
Elizabeth Kennedy Trudeau.
During the event Secretary Clinton reflected on her political career, the view of
America in the world and the new Biden-Harris Administration, the importance of
Northern Ireland and the broader UK, and the key role of women and diversity in
politics today.
To watch a recording of the event, which was delivered in partnership with
University College London’s Centre on US Politics, with support from the US
Department of State, please click on the image below.

Research with Impact:
Research shows scale of mental health challenges for veterans in
Northern Ireland for first time
A research report launched on 23 April shows that over a third of veterans (36%)
living in Northern Ireland who responded to a survey about their mental health and
wellbeing are likely to be suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).
A similar number reported problematic alcohol usage (36%).
The survey was carried out by academics at Queen’s University Belfast, as part of a
five-year programme of research, the Northern Ireland Veterans Health and
Wellbeing Study. It was funded by Forces in Mind Trust, which aims to enable exService personnel and their families to make a successful and sustainable transition
to civilian life.
This is the first survey that focuses specifically on the mental health and wellbeing
of veterans living in Northern Ireland, and it is hoped it will help to shape the
development of services to support those affected.

Opinion Panel poll underlines concerns of impact of Northern Ireland
Protocol
There are wide concerns and polarised views among voters in Northern Ireland
about the political impact of the Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, a new opinion
poll conducted by Lucid Talk on behalf of Queen’s University has revealed.
Conducted from 24-28 March 2021, prior to the recent civil unrest, the poll also
showed low levels of trust in political and official actors to manage Northern
Ireland’s (NI) interests with respect to the Protocol.
From a weighted sample of over 2,100 respondents, the opinion Panel poll was
conducted for researchers at Queen’s University Belfast as part of a three-year
(2021-2023) ESRC-funded research project entitled "Governance for 'a place
between’: the Multilevel Dynamics of Implementing the Protocol on Ireland/Northern
Ireland".
Survey participants were asked six sets of questions covering attitudes towards
Brexit and the Protocol, assessments of the impact of the Protocol, degrees of
concern about related matters, and trust in different actors to manage it. The survey
also asked participants how they would like their MLAs to vote in the ‘democratic
consent vote’ on the Protocol that will be held by the NI Assembly at the end of
2024.
"This poll shows us that the Protocol is a live and contested issue among voters as well as
political parties in Northern Ireland. The political debate in Northern Ireland in the lead-up to the
Assembly elections in May next year could very well centre upon the Protocol. The results of this
poll suggest that the debate would be both impassioned and polarised"
Professor David Phinnemore, Principal Investigator, School of HAPP, Queen’s University Belfast

Education with Social Purpose:
The Graduate School welcomes new cohort of CITI-GENS doctoral
scholars
The Graduate School at Queen’s has welcomed 20 international CITI-GENS doctoral
scholars.
Collaboration in Training and Innovation for Growing, Evolving and Networked
Societies (CITI-GENS) is a Marie Skłodowska-Curie doctoral training programme
that supports interdisciplinary Early Career Researchers, combining ground-breaking
research projects with higher-level skills development. It seeks to produce creative
thinkers and problem-solvers who will lead and inspire innovation in their fields.
The programme is co-funded by the Horizon2020 Programme of the European
Union and the Department for the Economy in Northern Ireland. Over 400 applicants
applied to the scheme from which 20 excellent scholars emerged.
The new cohort will address global challenges centred on the Innovation strand of
the £850million Belfast Region City Deal of which Queen’s University Belfast is a key
partner to drive inclusive economic growth in the region and deliver 20,000 new and
better jobs.
"We are delighted to welcome the next cohort of Early Career Researchers from multiple
disciplines who will gain a unique interdisciplinary, inter-sectoral and international training
experience while contributing to the University’s research on the CITI-GENS doctoral training
programme"
Professor Margaret Topping, Dean of the Graduate School, Queen’s University Belfast

Breaking Boundaries to Produce New Knowledge:
Queen’s researchers leading projects to study factors affecting brain
health as we age
Researchers from Queen’s University Belfast are conducting three new research
projects which will study the various factors affecting brain health as we age.
The number of people worldwide living with dementia and cognitive impairment is
increasing, mainly due to people living longer. It is therefore important for
researchers to gather much needed data to try and understand who is more likely to
develop cognitive ill-health, such as dementia, and what may have caused them to
develop it.
The first study will look at in-depth cognitive assessments of 1000 participants over
65 years old; the second will look at how where we live affects dementia and brain
health as we get older; and the third aims to gather data from adults aged over 40
years in Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, and Scotland, to better understand
awareness, attitudes, and behaviours surrounding brain health.

New book explains how famous Mummy was murdered
A new book published this month explains how the famous mummy Takabuti was
likely to have been murdered over 2,600 years ago.
Editors Professor Rosalie David from The University of Manchester and Professor
Eileen Murphy Queen's University Belfast, say a military axe was probably used from
behind as she was running away from her assailant.
According to the team’s latest research, the most likely weapon was an axe rather
than a knife as previously suggested.
A range of techniques, including DNA analysis, x-rays, CT scans, analyses of the hair
and mummification packing materials, proteomics and radio carbon dating, were all
used on tiny fragments of material. This enabled the teams at The University of
Manchester and Queen’s University Belfast to unravel the mystery of Takabuti’s life
and times.
The book, called 'The Life and times of Takabuti in ancient Egypt: investigating the
Belfast mummy', is published by Liverpool University Press.

Sustainability:
Queen's University ranked 43rd in the global Times Higher Education
Impact Rankings
Queen's University ranked 43rd in the global Times Higher Education Impact
Rankings, the only global performance tables that assess universities against the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Key areas of impact included Life Below Water, Life on Land and Sustainable Cities
and Communities.
The 2021 Impact Rankings is the third edition and the overall ranking includes 1,115
universities from 94 countries/regions.

Equality and Excellence:
PRISM Celebrates Lesbian Day of Visibility
PRISM, the University's network for staff who identify as part of the LGBT+
community, are encouraging Queen’s staff to mark Lesbian Day of Visibility on
Monday 26 April 2021, flagging up a range of training sessions.
The day starts a week of events designed to celebrate lesbians and show solidarity
with all LGBTQI women and non binary people. To mark the occasion, Stonewall have
partnered with DIVA to deliver a number of free events, across the week, centred
around lesbian experiences.
The training includes sessions on Lesbian Inclusion at Work; Reimagining Lesbian
Leadership; and The Community and Me: Self and Collective Care at Work.
PRISM is open to all Queen's staff who identify as part of the LGBT+ community, and
the network particularly welcomes new membership from marginalised and underrepresented LGBT+ groups, including those from the transgender, non-binary, and
bisexual communities.

Civic Culture and Intercultural Dialogue:
Queen’s hosts major online series 'The Partition of Ireland'
The first of a series of weekly public talks, organised by Queen's University Belfast
to mark the 100th anniversary of the Partition of Ireland, will be available at
12.00pm Monday 26 April, 2021.
Entitled 'The Partition of Ireland: Causes and Consequences', the series is
supported by the UK Government and Irish Government, and by the Royal Irish
Academy and the British Academy. The talks have been developed with broadcast
support from the BBC.
In each online talk a leading academic will address a major theme. Subjects covered
in the series include the complex origins and legacies of partition, the experience of
minorities, the Irish border in literature, and class-based and gender-based
dimensions.
Lord Bew will begin the series with Home Rule and the Ulster crisis. He will be
followed by other contributors including Mary Daly, Alvin Jackson, Jennifer Todd,
Marianne Elliott, Diarmaid Ferriter, Roy Foster, Brendan O'Leary, Fearghal McGarry,
Jane Ohlmeyer, Graham Walker, Marie Coleman, Margaret O'Callaghan, Henry
Patterson and Diane Urquhart.
"Queen's University is delighted to be hosting this major series of talks about such an important
subject. The support of the Irish and UK governments, and of the British and Royal Irish
Academies, reflects the collaborative approach adopted here to the understanding of partition's
causes and consequences".
Professor Richard English, Pro Vice-Chancellor for Internationalisation and Engagement,
Queen’s University Belfast

To learn more about the series, and to listen in, please click HERE

Queen’s hosts virtual Political Studies Annual International Conference
2021
The Politics and International Relations department from the School of History,
Anthropology, Philosophy and Politics at Queen’s this week (29 - 31 March) hosted
the Political Studies Association (PSA) International Conference 2021.
The theme of this year’s conference, which took place virtually due to the coronavirus
pandemic, was ‘Resilience. Expertise. Hope’.
Attendees from across the world discussed some of the most pressing global
challenges of our times including issues of ethnic conflict, peace building and
reconciliation while responding to fundamental disruption such as the current Covid19 pandemic.

Recognising and Rewarding Contributions from Staff and Students:
SU Awards 2021
Congratulations to all the nominees and winners at the SU Awards 2021, which took
place virtually on 22 April 2021!
The SU Awards celebrate the incredible students and societies whose passion and
brilliance has delivered amazing things, both within and outside of the Queen's
Community, in what has been an incredibly difficult year.
5 award categories included: Supporting Our Community; Championing Wellbeing;
Adapting to Challenging Times; Celebrating Innovative Online Activities; and We’re All
Stars Here.
To find out more, click on the image below.

Professor wins All-Ireland Award for outstanding contribution to cancer
research and cancer care
Professor Mark Lawler has received the prestigious ‘Irish Association for Cancer
Research Outstanding Contribution to Cancer Medicine and Research’ Award.
The award recognises Professor Lawler’s outstanding contribution to cancer research
and cancer care on the island of Ireland.
As the current Scientific Director of DATA-CAN, the UK’s Health Data Research Hub
for Cancer, Professor Lawler’s work on COVID-19 and its impact on cancer has
received international attention. Based on his work, he was invited to co-chair the
European Cancer Organisation’s Special Focussed Network on COVID-19 and Cancer,
which under his stewardship launched its 7-Point Plan to mitigate the impact of
COVID-19 on cancer services and cancer patients.
He also led the Critical Gaps in Colorectal Cancer Research Initiative, which has
defined research priorities in this common cancer over the next decade.
For further information on any story featured in this newsletter, please contact publicengagement@qub.ac.uk

