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In this volume:
Queen's welcomes 21/22 postgraduate bursaries; Award for Cancer data
research; Research into child tooth decay; Alleyway Action Day; Asylum Seeker
Scholarship; Edge Computing Hub; Queen’s scientists unlock another mystery
of the Sun; Research programme devoted to vision and the SDGs; Education
Experiences in Minority Ethnic Groups; 'Mapping the Blitz', Queen's scientist
recognised for his research in food authenticity; Volunteer Week 2021.

Queen’s University welcomes funding of 50 postgraduate
bursaries for next academic year
The Department for the Economy has announced the provision of £1.8m worth of funding
as part of its Economic Recovery Action Plan which will create 100 Master’s places
across Queen’s and Ulster University.
The Department for the Economy funded 'Economic Recovery Master’s Studentship
Scheme', will see each student having their fees paid and receive a £10,000 payment.
The bursaries are open to graduates who who wish to study a full time Masters course in
2021/22, with full eligibility criteria available on the Queen’s website in due course.
With the support of the Economy Department, Queen's University has, across the course
of the past year, delivered a series of free upskilling courses in leadership and
management for individuals whose employment has been impacted by COVID-19.
Those wishing to register their interest in the postgraduate bursaries can do so

HERE

"The funding will help provide the critical skills that we need as part of our response to the Covid
pandemic, and will contribute to laying the foundations for economic recovery in Northern
Ireland......These new bursaries will support the skills policy objectives set out in my 10X Vision
for the Northern Ireland economy, by contributing to the development of a strong and relevant
pipeline of skills."
Economy Minister Diane Dodds

Research with Impact:
Cancer data research on the impact of COVID-19 wins major UK award
Work led by DATA-CAN, the UK’s Health Data Research Hub for Cancer, whose
Scientific Director is Professor Mark Lawler, Professor of Digital Health at Queen’s
University, has received a major UK award.
The prestigious Royal College of Physicians Excellence in Patient Care Awards
recognises the impressive work that doctors do to deliver patient-centred care
through education, policy, clinical practice and research.
DATA-CAN has won in the Research 2021 category for their work on the impact of
COVID-19 on cancer services and cancer patients.
This research was the first to highlight how the pandemic led to significant delays in
patient diagnosis and treatment in the UK, with seven out of ten people with
suspicious symptoms of cancer not being referred to specialist cancer services and
four out of ten cancer patients having their chemotherapy treatment delayed.
"We are proud to receive this prestigious award. Our research has shone a spotlight on the
disastrous impact of COVID on cancer – it is frightening to think that over one million European
citizens may be walking around with a ticking time bomb - an undiagnosed cancer. The UK has
been a powerhouse for cancer research over the last decade and this work continues to
emphasise our leadership role in cancer across Europe."
Professor Mark Lawler, Professor of Digital Health, Queen’s University Belfast

Researchers awarded £2.6m to tackle child tooth decay
Tooth decay is now the leading cause of planned hospital admissions for children
under the age of 11 in England and Northern Ireland. And now world-leading
researchers from Queen's University and the University of Liverpool have been
awarded £2.6 million to tackle the problem.
The researchers will be recruiting participants for the ‘CHOICE trial: Changing Habits
to Prevent Child Caries’ from across three regions in England and across Northern
Ireland, beginning in December this year with recruitment of dental practices.
Children taking part in the study will have at least one decayed tooth. The experts
aim to work with 40 dental practices and 900 parents and children over the next four
and a half years.
The CHOICE trial will begin recruiting patients in June 2022 and will be completed in
June 2026.

Education with Social Purpose:
Alleyway Action Day
In the past, Handy Helpers volunteers at Queen's University Students' Union have
teamed up with local residents to help transform alleyways around South Belfast
and Lower Ormeau areas.
This year, they're hoping to transform another gated alleyway into a beautiful green
space that can be enjoyed by students and local residents alike!
Thursday 10 June 2021, Alleyway Action Day, will see the planting of bulbs,
wildflower seeds and bedding plants that can be enjoyed by students and residents
for years to come, wall painting and perhaps even a mural!
So all student
volunteers with an artistic nature are more then welcome.

Equality and Excellence:
Undergraduate Asylum Seeker Scholarship - Deadline Approaching!
Queen's University is inviting applications to the Undergraduate Asylum Seeker
Scholarship scheme. A full scholarship will be awarded to one successful applicant
who is a registered asylum-seeker in the UK, and who will be starting their full-time
undergraduate studies at Queen’s University Belfast in the academic year 2021-22.
The deadline is approaching for those interested in applying and candidates must
return a completed scholarship application form, including documentary evidence
regarding immigration status, by 15.00 GMT on 10 June 2021
To qualify for a scholarship, students must first apply for, and receive an offer of
admission for the academic year 2021-22 to an undergraduate degree programme at
Queen’s University Belfast and meet the eligibility criteria available on the webpage
below.

Breaking Boundaries to Produce New Knowledge:
Belfast Hub paving the way for a faster and more sustainable internet
through Edge Computing
A new Edge Computing Hub, based at Queen's University, aims to unlock the
scientific and societal opportunities in the next Internet frontier, Edge computing.
Representatives from Rakuten Mobile, a Rakuten Group company responsible for
mobile communications headquartered in Japan, joined the official opening of the
Queen’s University Edge Computing Hub at ECIT’s annual Secure Connected
Intelligence Summit.
Edge computing will impact every Internet user in the world as it will become the
way the Internet will work behind the scenes. It is a next generation computing
model and will revolutionise the way society uses the Internet. It allows for
processing data closer to users, thus making Internet applications more responsive,
reliable and secure.
The hub’s vision was made a reality by the Institute of Electronics, Communications
and Information Technology (ECIT) and the School of Electronics, Electrical
Engineering and Computing Science (EEECS), both based at Queen's, who partnered
with Rakuten Mobile to deliver this exciting project.

Queen’s scientists unlock another mystery of the Sun
Scientists at Queen’s University are part of an international research team which has
made an exciting new discovery of how magnetic waves can help to heat the Sun.
The Sun is the source of energy that sustains life on Earth but there are still many
mysteries around how it works and why its outer layer is over 10 million degrees
while its solar surface - the region we see in the sky - is just 6,000.
For decades researchers have been developing new instruments to capture the
dynamics of the plasma – the gas which makes up the solar atmosphere. They have
been able to show that magnetic fields play an important role in transporting energy
to the corona but questions remain around how this happens.
Now, an international team involving a scientist from the School of Mathematics
and Physics at Queen’s has shed further light on the problem through the discovery
of elusive Alfvén waves, in an Earth-sized magnetic pore in the solar photosphere.

Sustainability:
First global research programme devoted to vision and the Sustainable
Development Goals announced
A new research programme co-led by Queen's University has launched, with £3.5
million in funding from the Wellcome Trust and Chen Yet-Sen Family Foundation.
Poor vision, the world’s largest unmet disability, affects 2.2 billion people. ENGINE
examines how an affordable, effective and widelyavailable treatment, glasses, can
help achieve the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals across the life
course in the following ways:
• Reduce road traffic injuries, the world’s leading cause of death in children and
young people.
• Enhance learning among the millions of African children with long-sightedness,
present at higher rates in Africa than any other global region.
• Slow the onset of cognitive decline and dementia among elderly persons
struggling with poor sight. Proven preventive strategies for cognitive decline and
dementia are desperately needed, and could reduce incidence by an estimated 41%.
• Improve economic independence by helping older people use online banking on
smartphones, as currently two thirds of adults in Bangladesh are excluded from
financial services.
Led by Professor Nathan Congdon from the Centre for Public Health at Queen’s
University Belfast and Professor Rohit Khanna of the LV Prasad Eye Institute
(LVPEI) in India, the multi-disciplinary ENGINE team draws from 29 collaborating
institutions in six countries, ranging from schools of public health to government
ministries, patient groups, companies and NGOs.

"700 years on from the invention of glasses, poor vision is still the largest unaddressed disability
in the world, and getting worse. We will never be able to complete the Sustainable Development
Goals unless this hurdle is faced"
James Chen, Chairman of the Chen Yet Sen Family Foundation

Civic Culture and Intercultural Dialogue:
'Mapping the Blitz'
Queen's University colleagues Dr Heather Montgomery of the Centre for
Archaeological Fieldwork (CAF) and Conor Graham of the Centre for Geographical
Information Systems and Geomatics (CGISG) have been working alongside
Northern Ireland War Memorial's Alan Freeburn on a 'Mapping the Blitz' project.
This collaborative project marks the 80th anniversary of the World War II Blitz in
Belfast by the Luftwaffe in 1941. It caused the deaths of over 900 people –
residents, civil defence and serving personnel – as German planes bombed Belfast
and other parts of Northern Ireland in April and May 1941.
The project, for the first time maps the specific location for each Blitz casualty to
create a publicly accessible interactive web map and parallel story map. Using
Geographical Information Science (GIS) techniques, combined with other
biographical and contemporary map and image resources, it will detail the human
impact of this historic event on Belfast as well as look at its legacy on the urban
fabric of the city, still present today.
'Mapping the Blitz', delivered as part of the Royal Geographic Society's Summer
Lecture Series, is available to view by clicking on the image below.

Education Experiences in Minority Ethnic Groups in Northern Ireland
Academics in The School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queen's
University have been awarded a grant of £246,000 by the Nuffield Foundation for a
project exploring experiences of education and school transition among minority
ethnic pupils and their parents.
The qualitative study will run from September 2021 until April 2023 and will
investigate how families from minority backgrounds perceive and navigate
educational provision in the distinctive context of Northern Ireland.
It is expected that the study will contribute significantly to our understanding of
education among minority ethnic groups in Northern Ireland, encompassing the
diverse experiences of newcomer families and those from established minority
communities. The outputs will include recommendations to enhance minority
groups’ educational experiences and outcomes and to address inequalities and/or
gaps in provision revealed by the research.

Recognising and Rewarding Contributions from Staff and Students:
Renowned Queen’s University scientist recognised for his research in
food authenticity
Chris Elliott, Professor of Food Safety from the School of Biological Sciences and
founder of the Institute for Global Food Security (IGFS) at Queen’s University has
received a prestigious Agilent Thought Leader Award.
The Agilent Thought Leader Award programme promotes fundamental scientific
advances by contributing financial support, products, and expertise to the research of
influential thought leaders in the life sciences, diagnostics, and chemical analysis
space.
Professor Elliott is a globally recognised expert on the global food supply system and
its vulnerability to accidental and deliberate contamination, both of which can cause
massive food safety and food fraud incidents.
This award recognises his contributions to the field of food authenticity and the
development of innovative approaches to the detection of complex food fraud.

Volunteer Week - A Time to Say Thanks
Volunteers' Week, 1 - 7 June, is an opportunity to celebrate and say thanks to all our
wonderful staff and students who are making a difference in our community.
During an exceptionally difficult year, students and staff have taken the time to
volunteer and made a huge difference
Our students, supported by Volunteer SU and its network of over 470 organisations
that welcome volunteers, have not been deterred by the COVID-19 pandemic. The
volunteering experience may have been altered, the past year has still seen a busy
programme of activities.
Approaching the summer, they have a range of opportunities for students, including
sessions with Volunteer Now which offer support as we move out of restrictions.
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