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discourse me arm, So-
phronia) usgzmthma l{eaﬂa. to make
it shorter and plainer. Firstly, it's
enough to have heen done, without the
mortification of being known to have

Youagml"
“giti' Wi Ih?}e’mdad
“ Possible ! (]
well en to one . Can't
we, uni to the world ¥
Agreed ly, we owe the
Vencerings & g and we owe
all other the of wish-

ing them to be talen in, as we our-
aelvt;g_hawbﬁlﬂtkﬂ.h. Agreed £

(13 o, lwﬂ!.

“We come smoothly to thirdly.
You have mgullm mﬁdw‘:ﬂuer.
Boph!unjn. am. un-
complimentary English, so 1 am. So
are you, my dear., Bo are many
people. 'We agree to keep our own
secrot, and fo work together in
furtheranee of our own schemes."”

“ What schemes F "’ :

“ Any scheme that will bring us
money. onr own schemes, I
mean our interest. ed P

She answers, after a little hesita-
tion, “I so. Agreed.”

i at once, you see !

Now,

7%

in, only half a dozen words
more. We know one another per-
fectly. Don't be tempted into twit-
ting me with the past knowledge
that you have of me, because it is
identical with the past knowledge
that I have of you, and in twitling
me, you twit yourself, and I don’t
want to hear you do it. With this
good understanding established be-
tween us, it is better mever done.
g‘;ﬂwiud up all:—You h&v%:hn?;
per to-day, Bophronia. m't
betrayed into doing so again, because
Ihsnovehg]%:vﬂoh.tmggm It
, the happy pair, wi s hope-

sealed, delivered, repair home=-
ward. If, when those infernal finger=
mmarks were on the white and breath-
less countenance of Alfred Lammle,
Esquire, they denoted that he con-
ceived the of subduing his
Alfred

presently executed. The mature
young lady has mighty little need of
powder, now, for her downeast face,
88 he escorts her in the light of the
setting sun to their abodo of bliss.

CHAPTER XT.

PODENAPPERY.

M=z. Popssar was well to do, and
stood very high in Mr. Podsnap's
opinion. inping with a good
inheritance, he had married a good
jnheritance, and bad thriven exceed-
ingly in the Marine Insurance way,

was quite sati He never

eould make out why everybody was

not quite satisfied, and he felt con-

acious. st he sct 8 hrillnnt}yao::hl
m-g ar

ed with most things, and, above

with himself.

sa
all other :
Thus y avquainted with his

own merit and importance, Mr, Pod-

snap settled that whatever ho put
hehind him he put out of existence.
There was a dignified conclusiveness
—not to add a grand convenience—in
this way of ﬁ'mg rid of disagree-
ables, wL.l:h' A :gonemuch htf!wmds
establishi . Podsnap in is lofty
place in ;Er Podsnap's safisfaction.
“T don't want to know about it; I
don’t choose to discuss it; I don't
Siibed s poouier Apesih of 1
by 3 s of hi
;Féum in often claaﬁnithewoﬂc_iof
itamostdifficult problems, by sweeping
them behind him (and consequ
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sheer away) with those words and
;iniiushcd fuce. For they affronted

Mr. Podsnap's world was not a
very large world, morally ; no, nor
even geographically : seeing that al-
though his business was sustained
upon commerce with other countries,
he considered other countries, with
that important reservation, a mistake,

and of their manners and customs | his

would conclusively observe, “Not
English!” when, Puesto! with a
flourish of the arm, and a flush of the
fuce, they were swept away., FElseo-
wise, the world got up at eight,
shaved close at a quarter-past, break-
fusted at nine, went to the City at
ten, came home at half-past five, and
dined at seven. Mr. Podsnap's no-
tions of the Arts in their integrity
might have been stated thus. Litera-
ture ; large print, respectively de-
seriptive of getting up at eight,
shaving close at a quarter-past, hreak-
fasting at nine, going to the City at
ten, coming home at half-past five,
ond dining at seven. Painting and
Sculpture ; models and m})orlnits re-
presenting Professors of getting up
at ai%ht, shaving close at a quarter-
past, breakfasting at nine, going to
the City at ten, coming home at half-
past five, and dining at seven. Music;
a respectable performance (without
viriations) on stringed and wind in-
struments, sedately expressive of get-
ting up at eiiht. shaving close at a
quurter-past, breakfasting at nine,
going to the City at tem, coming
home at half- five, and dining at
seven. Nothing else to be permitted
to those same vagrants the Arts, on
pain of excommunication. Nothing
clse To De—anywhere !

As a so eminently ble man,
AMr. Podsnap was sensible of its heing
required of him fo take Providence
under his protection. Consequently
he always knew exactly wha.?;ql’mn-
dence meant. Inferior and less re-
spectable men might fall short of that
mark, but Mr. Podsnap was alwa
up to it. And it was very remark-
‘able (and must have been very com-

fortable) that what Providence meant,
was invariably what DMr. Podsnap
meant.

These may be said to have been
the articles of a faith and school
which the present chapter takes the
liberty of ealling, after its represen-
tative man, Podsnappery. They were
confined within close bounds, as M.
Podsnap's own head was confined by
is shi ; and they were enun-
ciated with a sounding Fump that
smacked of the creaking of Mr. Pod-
snap's own boots.

ere was o Miss Podsnap, And
this ymmq rocking-horse was being
trained in her mother's art of pranc-
ing in a stl.talﬁ::m&r without ever
getting on. the high parental
action was not im to her,
and in truth she was but an under-
sized damsel, with high shoulders,
low spirits, chilled 8 and a
::;Ped aurifa&aagf nose, who saamatd t.of

0 0Ceash frosty 8 out o
childhood into mmm and fo
shrink back again, overcome by her
mother's head-dress and her father
from head to ﬁ)otn?u'n.lhad by the
mere dead-weight of Podsnappery.

A certain institution in Mr. Pod-
gnap’s mind whiah}]:.: ealled “thtg

joung person '’ ma considered
Lﬂw %ﬁm embod.ialm Miss Podsnap,
hinddaugh_tar. It was an inconvenient
and exac institution, as requ
avarythinlt:lsn the universe to be fi
d]t;own and fitted to it. T:It:iqu?tien
about everything would 1t bri

a blush i‘:l?: the cm of the yo?)flg
&amon? And the ihwnt;inience r:’:f

e young person was, that, accord-
ing to ﬁ . Podsnap, she seemed
always liable to burst into blushes
when there was no need at all. There
appeared to be no line of demarca-
tion between the young person’s ex-
cessive innocence, and another per-
son's guiltiest knowledge, Take Mr.
Podm:}:‘u word for it, ?1‘;:‘,. the s:lobere.st
tints of drab, white, lilac, and grey,
were all flaming red to this trouble-
some Bull of & young person.

The Podsnaps lived in a shady
angle adjoining Portman Square.
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They were a kind of people certain
to dwell in the shade, wherever they
dwelt. Miss Podsnap's life had been,
from her first appearance on this

et, al of a shady order;

S0 it eame to pass that Mr. and Mrs.
e l:i’qnwmao{thm
company  firi eir

lﬂrﬁeysubuﬁ-

5 of their souls for

f their souls as dee -'Wthut
0 o as 3
a prior @ m vented their
having the izomuoﬁ with Mr.
and Mrs. Podsnap, in pursuance of
their kind invitation ; and that Mrs.

. Podsnap said of all these inconsolable

onages, as she ch them off
Nith o pentil in her Jst, * Asked, of

mﬁhmﬂ dm”?nd tha.g
sul ¥y of a goo
many friends of their souls ing&is
I_raéa:;ttil.ﬁaltthm' consciences much

There were still other friends of
their souls who were not entitled to
be asked to dinner, but had a claim
]t;bihinvif.tedtcmmﬂhﬁea

un of mutton vapour- at
half-past nine. For the ing off
of these worthies, Mrs, Podsnap added
a small and early evening to the
dinner, and looked in at the music-
shop to bespeak a well-conducted
automaton to come and play quadrilles

for a carpet dance.

Mr. and Mrs. Veneering, and M.
and Mrs. Veneering’s bran-new bride
and bridegroom, were of the dinner

Mr. Podsna
could tolmhawmta in a mnxhroomp
man who stood in need of that sort of
thing, but was far above it himself.
Hideous solidity was the characteris-
tic of the Podsnap plate. Ev i
was made to look as heavy as it
and to take up as much room as pos-
gible. Everything said boastfully,
‘ Here you have as much of meinm
ugliness as if T were only lead; but

. | am 80 many ounces of

precious
worth so much an ounce ;—wounldn't
you like to melt me down?"” A cor-

ulent straddli blotehed
) Ellomran ﬂﬂifﬁndmouﬁnm

eruption ratherthan been ornamented,
delivered this address from an un-
htly silver platform in the centre
the table. Four silver wine-coolers,
each furnished with four staring
heads, each head obtrusively carrying
a big silver ring in each of its ears,
conveyed the sentiment up and down
the table, and handed it on to the pot-
bellied silver salt-cellars.  All the
big silver spoons and forks widened
< pemcbdyr e ey
i e senti-
mantdswn their throats with every
morsel they ate.
The majority of the were
like the plate, and included several
G
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heavy articles we ever somuch.
But there was ‘lg}lmg gentleman
among them: whom Mr. Podsnap

had invited after much debate with
himself—believing the whole Euro-
peancontmsnt inmorta.l alliance

against the young
on, not only on

wu sdmll
p,'butafmfury-

bndyelne,t.otmathimaaxfhawem
a child who was hard of hearing.

Asadeﬂuteoonomontothmun-
ﬁn‘bnnlﬁhly fme:l.g'ner,llr Pﬁ
snap, in recei presen
his wife as “ﬁ&dme Podsnap;”

“The (lonstitution Britannique,”
Mr. Podsnap explained, as if he were
tenchmgmm infant school. “We
Say British, But You Say Bri ua.

e ok + o Coneti

yees ; I kmow eem.
Ayonngishm.llomh entleman in
spectacles, with o lumpy forehead,
seated in & entary chair at a
corner of the here caused a pro-
found sensation by saying, in a raised
voice, “EskEr,” then stopping

also his daughter as “ Mademoiselle | dead.

Podsnap,” with some inclination to
add “ma fille,” in which bold venture,
lwwver he checked himself. The

bemgatthathmethecmly
othnr arrivals, he had added (in a

mndmcendl%g e:plamto manner),
% Monsieur Vey-nair- Py * and had

then subsided into
) Imdunf’"

Myr. Podsnap now inquired from
station of host, ulfl:stg:emadminfia
something in nature of a
mmd‘ir or n to the deaf child;
Bol’undm,mlqlmdm?"
The forei ‘genﬂnmanaﬂmimdit.
“You find it Very Large?" said
Mr. Podsnap, spaciously.
The iurmgngmﬁlmnfonnd:tvuy
“ And Very Rich?”

The gentleman found if,
without enormément ncha

Pronounce
o't ‘heﬁmait. ‘We Say Ritch.”
“ Reetch,” remarked the foreign

“A.nﬂDoYonFind,ﬁir“?‘m'med

Mr. with

Evidences Strike Y of m:r
British Constitution in the s Of
The World's Metropolis,

Londres, London £

. Thefomfnbngmaﬂim

Mais oui,"” gaid the foreign
man, turning towards him. “m
qn;? wmﬂmmr" with the lump;

ut
forehead ]mving for the time delxvered
himself of all that he found behind
his lumps, spake for the time no

more
"I'WanInqdﬂng,"n:er Pod-
snap, the thread of his
discourse, “ r You Have Ob-
served in our Eh'aﬂl as We should
say, Upon our inyu You would

say, am 2

"Ahl OfaOMP" inquired the

‘%’r‘ ‘Horse,”

“ ecaﬂlz ﬁdm Pcd-
m

Inm?,’
ﬂmﬂo'ﬂ;‘uﬂwc y Horse.
Olﬂm &y lompn
the foreign gentle-

man; “Iam ﬁn by
“ Our Mr. Pod-
snap, with a eonlmnmmaf

Omma(}oﬁvnﬁgna

boSh‘hmn. Iw:ll thnmue
Question.'"

nwmhmwgmﬂm.n
hmﬁmmmﬂymd,

“ Tomerely rolerod,? s, odsonp

m
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explained, with a sense of meritorious |

Empmt.orsh:  tg Our Ckmntktnﬁl!?
We Eng l.re Ve r{

of our Constitution,

Bestowed Upm; Us By Prov:dence.

No Other Oomtryuou Favoured as

This

Country.” »
“Andwemﬁu? ’t:; 5
“We gﬂ:ﬁn

Other: ﬁmkttetlm'i“md‘ll %

You Know ;'
g&nluy&'achwmi%‘& souot:t; is

wi
‘th';:ithl"’ countries,” said th
w : . 8ai ]
i ge:ii‘:xm- “They do how "'
“ﬂey do, Bir,” returned M.
P his head

vidence,™ ng‘ll ﬂmthemgxngantloman,

tier is not

"'Undmbhﬁiy ’ assented Mr. Pod-
o i

gnap; “But Bo it is. It was the
Charter of the Land. This Island
was Blest, 8ir, to the Direct Exclu-

sion of such Other Countrics as—as
there may happen to be. And if we
were all en present, I would
uay oy added Mr. Podsnap, looki
up(m his comEutnots. an

So,
mdu:ﬁgm with his theme,
 that is in tha Englishman a | Mrs.

mhmahon of qualities, a modesty,
# responsibility, a

bined with an absence of | min

er! sz calculated to call a blush

fnh'ﬂla cheek of a young person,

B ﬂﬂ;mld seck in vain among

rmnm'knhlc force to-day, bLecame
and conversational.

“ Has anything more been heard,
a8 | Veneering,”” he inquired, *of the
Iucky legntee "

N 0! m: moare,” returned Ve-
neering, * that he has come into
pomon of the property. I am told
Beopla now call him Golden

ustman. I mentioned to you some
time ago, 1 think, that the young
lady whose intended hus WS
' | murdered is daughter to a clerk of
m.me; : 1d that,” 1

“Yes, you told me ganil
Podsnup,y‘c"a.nd by-the-bye, I wish
you would tell it again here, for it's
a curious coincidence—curious that

; | the first news of the discovery should

have been brought atra:lght to your
table (when I was there), and curious
that one of your people should have
been go nearly interested in it. Just
relate ﬂm!:,wﬂlvou“" ds ;
Veneering was_mare rea
to do it, for he had prospered excu-d{
mgly upon the Harmon Murder, and
d turned the socinl distinetion it
couferwd upon him to the account of
making several dozen of bran-new
bosom-friends. Indeed, such another
lucky hit would almost have set him
up in that way to his satisfaction.
50, ad i imself to the most
desirable of neighbours, while
Venecring secured the next
most desirable, he plunged into the

_f.‘{t&ﬁ, and emerged from it fwenty

tes afterwards with a Bank Ih-
reetaor in his arms. In the mean
time, Mrs. Veneering had dived into
the same waters for a wealthy Ship-
Broker, and had brought him up, safe
and sound, by the hair, Then Mrs.
Venearmg had to relate, to a larger
circle, how she had been to see tho
girl, and how she was really pretty,

; | and (considering her atabm) presont-

able. And this shaf did mﬂﬁ such o
successful display of her eight aqui-
line fin, and their encm]&ng
jewels, that she happily laid hold of

|a drifti General ﬂi‘er his wife

- |and danghter, and not only restored
their animation which had become
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suspended, but made them lively |
friends within an hour.

Although Mr. Podsnap would in a
general way have highly dimrprovad '|
of Bodies in rivers as ineligible topics
with reference :: mdmek of the

oung person, as one may

zay, f ghare in this affair which made

him a part propriefor. As its returns

were immediate, too, in the way of

ining the company from speech-

less ation of the wine-coolers,
it paid, he was satisfied.

And now the haunch of mutton
vaj bath having received a gamey
infusion, and a few last touches of
sweots and coffee, was quite ready,
and the bathers came ; but not before
the discreet automaton had got behind
the bars of the piano music-desk, and |
there presented the appearance of n
captive languishing in a rosewood jail.

who now so pleasant or so well
assorted as Mr. and DMrs.

Lammle, he all sparkle, she ail gra- |

cious contentment, both at occasional
intervals exchanging looks like part-
ners at cards who played a game
against All d.

There was not much- youth among
the bathers, but there was no youth
(the young person always axoeligtodi
in the articles of Podsnappery. Bal
bathers fﬁdf;lﬂ their ammhand talked
to Mr. P on the hearthrug;
snlaela:-wrhial:e«retfJ bathers, with hats in
their hands, lunged at Mrs. Podsnap
and retreated ; prowling bathers went
about looking into ornamental boxes
and bowls as if they had suspicions
«of lareeny on the E;x; of the P P8,

-and to something they
Thad lost at the bottom; bathers of
the gentler sex sat silently comparin
_ivory shoulders. All this time an
always, poor little Miss Podsnap,
~whose tiny efforts (if she had o
) were swallowed up in the mag-
ce of her mother's rocking,
kept herself as much out of sight and
mind as she could, and appeared fo
be counting on many roturns
of the d.sy%' It was somehow under-
as a secret article in the stato

Ehing must be u:t;d about the day.
onsequent]; is young damscl's
natiﬁy wu.sy hushed up and looked
over, as if it were on all hands
that it would have been better that
she had never been born.

The Lammles were so fond of the
dear Vene g that they could not
for some themselves from
those excellent friends ; butat

cither a very open smile on 5
Lammle's or a very secret ele-
vation of ome of his gingerous eye-
brows—eertainly the one or the other
—seemed to say to Mrs. Lammle,
“Why don’t you play?” And so,
looking about her, she saw Miss
Podsnap, and to say respon-
sively, “That card?” and to be
answered “Yes,” went and sat beside

Mrs. Lammle was overjoyed fo es-
chc into a corner for a little quict
talk.

It promised to be a very quiet talk,
for Miss Podsnap replied in a flutter,
“(Oh! Indeed, it's very kind of you,
but I am afraid T don't talk.”'

“TLet us make a ing," said
the insinuating Mrs. with
her best smile.

«QOh! I am afraid "1 find me
\'er’i‘yh dull. Put Ma 5 ]:;' &
at was i seen,

Ma was t:llk;%nﬂiim at her usual
canter, with head and mane,
open;dc et}anﬂnomﬂl._ il '

“ Fond o } i

R ool |
that so much,” refurned Miss Pod-
snap.

“ M—m-—m—m—music.” So in-
sinuating was Mps, Lammle that she
g:t half a dozen ms into the word

fore she got it out.

“T haven't nerve to play even if T
could. Ma plays.”

(At exactl same canter, and

with a certain flourishing a
- of doingsmnﬂﬁing,ﬂadict in fact,

oecasionally take a rock upon the in-

strument.)

proprieties of Podsnappery, that no-

“ Of course you like dancing ?"'
“Oh no, I m’t," said Miss Pod-
snap.
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“No? With your and at-
tractions? Truly, my dear, you sur-
Prise me !

“T can't say,”" observed Miss Pod-
mdp. hesitating considerably,

after
an ing several timid locks at
Mrs.mo'l carefully arran

pinionnd attitude, as if she wers try-
g to hide her elbows. But this
latter Utopian object (in short sleeves)
always appeared to be the great in-
offensive aim of her existence.

“ It sounds horrid, don't it f** said

ged [ Miss Podsnap, with a penitential

face, “how I might have liked it if I
had been a—you won't mention it,

will B

“ﬂ;“d!url Never!”

“No, I am sure won't, I
can't say then how I should have
liked it, if I had been a chimney-
EW ml[grdny."
¢ " was the exclamation
which amazement elicited from Mrs,
Lammle.

“There! I knew you'd wonder.

Butﬁw.yi_m'tmﬁcm it, will ;ruu?"
* Upon my word, my love,” said
Mrs, Lammle, “you make me ten

times more desirous, now I talk to
you, to know you well, than I was
when I sat over yonder looking at
Ezﬂ. How I wish we could be real
ends! Try mo as a real friend,
Come! Don't fancy me a frumpy old
married woman, my dear; )E.'ywau
married but the other day, you kmow;
I am dressed as a bride now, see,
About the chimney-sweeps £
“Hush! Ma'll hear.”
ﬂ;ﬁha can't hear from where she

“Don’'t you be too sure of that,”

n%_hﬂn 'odsnap, in a lower voice.
“Well, what I mean is, that they

fice.
- Mrs. Lammle, not very well know-
ing what to answer, resolved herself
into a look of smiling encouragement.
“But it is, and it always has
been,” pursued Miss Podsnap, “such
a trial to me! I so being
awful. And it isso awful! No one
knows what I suffered at Madame
Sautense's, where I learnt to dance
and make presentation-curtseys, and
other dreadful things—or at least
where they tried to teach me. Ma
can do it."”
““ At any rate, my love,” said Mrs.
Lammle, goothingly,  that's over.”
“Yes, it's over,” returned Miss
Podsnap, “but there's nothing gained
g{ that. It's worse here than at
adame Sauteuse’s. Ma was there,
and Ma's here ; but Pa wasn't there,
and company wasn't there, and there
were not real partners there. Oh,
there's Ma speaking to the man at
the piano! Oh, there's Ma going up
to-somebol(]ly! &hﬁ I know she's
going to bring him fo me! Oh,
slen’m don't, please don’t, please
on't! Oh, keep away, keep away,
keep away !" @ pious ejaculi-
tions Miss Podsnap uttered with her
head leaning

back against the wall.
_But the Ogre advanced under the
pilotage of and Ma said, *“ Geor-

- | giana, Mr. Grompus,” and the Ogre

clutched his victim and bore her off

Miss | to his castle in the top couple. Then

the discreet automaton who had sur-
veyed his ground, played a blossom-
less tuneless “ set,” and sixteen dis-
ciples of Podsnap went through
the fi of—1, Getting up at cight
and shaving close at a quarter past
—2, Breaklasting at nine—3, Going
to the City at ten—4, Coming home
at half-past five—5, Dining at seven,

and the grand chain.
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While these solemnities were in
iaruqrees, Myr. Alfred Lammle (most
oving of hushands) sf‘ the
chair of Mrd, Alfred Lammle (most
loving of wives), and hending over
the back of it, trifled for some few
seconds with Mrs, Lammle's brace-
{et‘ Slightly in contrast “%i;h ht;ms
rief al , one ve
noticed aua'lymwymg dark ;.Itltlegnﬁnn in
Mrs. Lammle's face as ghe said some
waords with her eyes on Mr. Lammle's
waisteont, and seemed in return to
receive somo lesson. But it was all
done as & breath passes from a

mirror.

And now, the grand chain riveted
to the last link, the discreet automa-
ton ceased, and the sixteen, two and
two, took a walk among the furniture.
And herein the unconsciousness of
the Ogre Grompus was pleasantly
conspicuous; for, that complacent
‘monster, believing that he was giving
Miss Podsnap a treat, prolonged to
the utmost stretch of possibility a
peripatetic account of sn
moeting ; while his victim, heading
the procession of sixteen as it !l?::f
cireled about, like a revolving funeral,
never raised her eyes except once to
steal a glance at Mrs. Lammle, ex-

ive of intense despair.

At length the procession was dis-
solved by the “mt un'i{{:‘} of a
bl . before which the wing-
mmqrbounced open a8 if it were
a cannon-ball; and while that fragrant
article, . dispersed through several
glasses of eoloured warm water, was
going the round of society, Miss Pod-
snap returned to her seat by her
new friend.

“0Oh, my goodness," sgaid Miss
Podm:ﬁ & That's over! I hope
you didn't look at me.”

“ My dear, why not F*

“0Oh, I know all about myself,”
guid Misﬁodmnp. o

@ I'll tell you something ow
about you, my dear,” returned Mrs.
Lammle in her winning way, “and
that is, you are most unnecessarily
thy "

{‘Ha. ain't,”’ said Miss Podsnap,

“_T detest you! Go along !" This
shot was levelled underfharb'lge;th at
the gallant Grompus for wing
an insinuating smile upon her in

«Pardon me if T scarcely see, my
dear Miss Podsnap,” Mrs. Lammle
was beginning when the young lady

« If we are going to be real friends
(and I suppose 1;9 are, for you n}:;
the person who ever pro it)
dcn’m us be awful. It's awful
enough to f¢ Miss Podsnap, with-
out being called so. Call me Geor-

ann."”

began again.

“Thank you,” said Miss Podsnap.
“ Denrest Georg pardon me if
I scarcely see, love, why your
mamma’s nmdnqlhy is a reason

wh! u should be."
on't really seo that?”
asked Miss Bodsnap, phucking at her
fingers in a manner, and

archery | furtively casting her eyes now on

Mrs. Lammle, now on the ground.
“Then perhaps it isn't #"

“ My dearest Georgiana, you defer
much too readily fo my poor opinion.
Indeed it is not even an opinion,
darling, for it is only & confession of
my dulness.” i [

“0h, yow are not dull,” returned
Miss Podsnap. ®Jam dull, but you
couldn’t have made me talk if you
were." 2

e Bmt:is w\sa;'ﬁm f'a;ea
ANSWETING C of her
having gained @ purpose, called
bloom enough into Mrs. Lammle's
face to make it look brighter as she
sat smiling her best emile on her
dear Georginna, @nd shaking her
head with an affectionate playful-
ness. Not that it meant anything,
but that Georgiana seemed to like
it.

1.

“What I mean is,” pursued Geor-
giana, “that Ma being so endowed
with awfulness, and Pa being so en-
dowed with awfulness, and” there
being so much awfulness everywhers
—1 mean, at least; everywhere whers
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“ Oh, there's Ma being awful with
somebody a glass in his eye!
Oh, I know she's to bring him

! Oh, don't him, don't

the captive at the fiho - Hiased
another “set,” expreisiva &y_
mournful aspirations after freedom,
and other sixi‘iani went, t.hruzﬁg ;.Jﬁ:
melancholy motions,
mmm}lm odsnap for a fur-
niture walk, as if he had struck out
an entively original conception.
aﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂgﬁastmypmngs
: meek eanour, who ha

wag, e p e B
= ited Mr. p's

and flourish by a highly unpolite
remark; no les ﬁﬂ}:l.ugn rgfamp{;s to
the circ that some half-
streots,

The meek man was afraid we must
take it as proved, because there were

I |the Inquests and the Registrar's ro-

turns.

“Then it was their own fault,”
said Mr. Podsnap.

Veneering and other elders of

i | tribes commended this way out of it.

At once a short cut and a broad
road.

. The man of meek demeanour in-
timated that truly it would seem

!{from the facts as if starvation had

been forced upon the eulprits in
quostion—as if.poin their wretched
manner, they had made their weak
against it—as if they would

ve taken the liberty of staving it
off if they could—as if they would
rather not have been starved upon
the whole, if perfectly agroeable to

pe | all parties.

“There is not," said Mr. Podsnap,
flushing angrily, “there is not a
country in the world, sir, where so
noble & provision is made for the
poor as in this country.”

The meek man was quite willing
to concede that, but perhaps it ren<
d matter even worse, as
showing that there must be some-

ingl
i | A T e

The meek man hinted W 't it
be well to try, very seriously, to find
out :!ﬁm Pwn:l e

[ l" T > "
to say somewhere ; nm tf::;
where! But I see what you are
driving at. I knew it from the first.
Centralization. No. Never with my
consent. Not English.”

An a ing murmur arcse from
the h of tribes; as sayinq’,
“There you have him! Hold him!

He was not aware (the meek man
submitted of himself) that he was
driving at any ization. He had no
favourite ization that he knew of.
But he certainly was more staggered
by these terrible occurrences than he
was by names, of howsoever so many
syllables. Might he nsk, was dying

. | of destitution and neglect necessarily

English ?
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“You know what the Pom:tlntion
of London is, I suppose,” said Mr
Podsnap, g

The meek man wﬁ:ﬂd he did,
but supposed that absolutely
nothing to do with it, if its laws were
well administered.

“And know ; at least I hope

you know{gnuid Mr. Podsnap, with |

severity, “that Providence has de-
clared ‘that you shall have the poor
always with you ?"

The meek man also hoped he knew
that.

“Yam glad to hear it,” said Mr.
Podsnap with a portentous air. “T
am glad to hear it. It will render
you cautious how you fly in the face
of Providence."

In reference to that absurd and
irreverent conventional the
meek man said, for which Mr. Pod-
snap was not responsible, he the meek
man had no fear of doing anything
80 impossible ; but——

But Mr. Podsnap felt that the time
had come for flushing and flourishing
gmaekmandownfor good. So he

“I must decline to pursue this

i Eh'scu.uaioan.lt Itis not pleasant
my feelings; it is ugnant to
my foilinga. I have s:l]g ﬂt Ido
not admit these things. I have also
said that if they do occur (not that T
admit it), tho fault lies with the
sufferers themselves. It is not for
me"'—Mr. Podsnap pointed “me™
forcibly, as adding by implication
it may be all very well for
you—-**it is not for me to impugn the

worki of Providence. know | yo

better that, I trust, and T have
mentioned what the intentions of
Fodumaey Sabing hieh wp: anvos
up am

his ]:lm.tl:"brush.m with a stl?ong c‘:;EE
sciousness of personal affront, “the
subject is a very disagreenble one.
I will go so far as to say it is an
odious one. It is not one to be in-
troduced among our wives and y
persons, and [—" He

-with that flourish of his arm which
added more expressively than any

words, And I remove it from the face

. | of the earth.

Simultaneously with this quench-
ing of the man's ineffectual
fire, Georginna having left the ambler
up a lane of sofa, in a No Thorough-
fare of back drawing-room, to find
his own way out, came back to Mrs.

Lammle. who should be with

Mrs. Lammle, but Mr. Lammle. So
fond of her!

“Alfred, my love, here is my
friend. dearest girl, you
must like my husband next to me."”

Mr. Lammle was Pm:l:l to be so
coon | AR 2 i
commendation to Podsnap's
favour. But if Mr. Lammle were
prone to be jealous of his dear
Sophronia's friendships, he would be
jralous of her feeling towards Miss
A - e

(13 "' in
poseg lfiu wifo. X

6 ‘o ! l! l]l ? GEE'E‘HDH "»
Mr. Lammle uttered the name, with
a delicate curve of his right hand,
from his lips outwird, * For never
have I known in (who is not

apt to take likings) so at-
tracted and so.mpﬁvahdg:s she is
by——shall I once more *—Georgi-
ana.

The object of this homage sat un-
casily enough in meig:f it, and
then said, ing to Lammle,
much emba; 4

“I wonder what you like me for!
I am sure I c&.n’t m"ﬁu‘

For your difference from all around

.

“«Well! That oy be. For 1

think I like you for your difference
from all around me,"” said Georgiana
with a smile of relief.

“ We must be with the rest,’”
observed Mrs. Lar , rising with a

sshm:;;Ill of unwilli o%a; amidst m&
dlml " © Aare
gﬁ:mh, Georgiana dear ?”

:: Gﬂod’;ﬂ&hg dm irl! "

She had established an attraction
over the shrinking nature upon
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which her smiling eyes were fixed, to scale the region bounded on
for Georg-iu::ulm {er hand while th.hi north, mth,rggt, and west, by
she answered in a secret and half- | the plate; was a monstrous imagina-
frightened tone ; tion which he would on the spothave
“ Don’t forget me when you are | flourished into space. This perhaps
one away, And come again soon. | in some sort arose from Mr. Podsnap's
Eood night!" blunhi::.g“};m person heing, so to
Charming to see Mr. and Mrs. | speak, : whereas there is a
Lammle tai{.ng leave so gmmfuﬂr, possibility that there may be young
and going down the stairs so lovingly | persons of a rather more complex
and sweetly, Not quite so ckmwmg organization.
to see thenr ing faces fall Mr. P pulling up his
brood ag they moodily into | shirt-collar, could only have gﬂard.
separate corners of their little car- | himself called “that fellow” in a
ringe. But to be sure that was a | certain short dialogue which passed
sight behind the scenes, which no- | between Mr. and Mrs, Lammle in
body saw, and which nobody was | their opposite corners of their little
meant to see. carriage, rolling home !
Certain big, heavy wvehicles, built | “Sophronia, are you awake P
on the model of the Podsnap plate, | “Am I likely to Ve asleep, sir 9"
took away the heavy articles of | “Very likely, I should think, after
guests ing ever 8o much; and | that fellow's company. Attend to
the less 1 e articles got away | what I am going to say.”
after their various manners ; and the “1 have attended to what von have
Podsnap plate was put to bed. As | already said, have I not ¥ What else
Mr. Podsnap stood with his back to | have I been doing all to-night?"
the m fire, pulling “ Attend, I ou,” (in a raised
his shi y like a veritable cock | voice), ““to what 1 am goin? to say.
of the walk literally pluming himself | Keep close to that idiot girl. Keep
in the midst of his possessions, | her under your thumb. You have
nothing would have astonished him | her fast, ou are not to let her

an:re an intl;:;atian that Miss go.. ]i’:g‘z‘ou ear £

odsnap, or any other young person you.

properly born n{ul hmd.y cou:ﬁ not be | “I foresee there is money to be
metlgput away like the plate, | made out of this, besides taking that
hm‘uﬁltoutliko the plate, polished | fellow down n peg. We owe each
like the counted, weighed, and | other money, yon know."”

valued like the plate. 'I‘l'l:iu.t ];i:ch a Mﬂdm' o z;;inced a llilttle :ltmﬂkm
young person could i ve a | remin i y enough to o
morbid vacancy tﬁm thgf?si;iior af:y- her scents ﬂ.nc;lf ats;enlm anew into the
m younger or less thm 2] e curmage, as
monotonous than the 1£te; or that | she settled herself afresh into her own
such s young person’'s thoughts could | dark corner.

THE SWEAT OF AN HONEST MAN'S BROW.

Mr. Mommnen Licurwoop and |together. had taken a bachelor
Mr. Engene Wrayburn took a coffee- | cottage near pton, on the brink
house dinner in Mr. Light- | of the Thames, with & lawn, and a
wood's office. ~ They had newly | boat-house, and all things fitting,
agroed to set up a joinf establishment | and were to float with stream
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