OUR MUTUAL FRIEND.

laid themselves down, and, in their|
innocent ueness snd incon-
uity, they might have stood for the
dren’s dreams.
The doctor came in foo, to see how
iltéofl;ared with Johnny. he and
cesmith stood together, looking
down with com onon him.
“What is it, Johnny 7"’ Rokesmith
was the questioner, and put an arm
round the poor baby as he made a

sl:ru%fls. f
“Him!" gaid the little fellow.

“Those | 3 _
The doctor was quick to understand

children, and, taking the horse, the
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ark, the yellow bird, and the man in
the Guards, from Johnny's bed, softly
placed them on that of his next
neighbour, the mite with the broken

‘xthawearyandyetapleanod
smile, and with an action as if he
stretched his li

ve{}d was . =
ticed many warps and |

the vineyard wherein he worked, and
did no{. p‘:vnhfgu %ﬁ;ﬂ sy made him
gavage 3 mly lea
the n%or%hhe himself k 3 : n
limited human y :

could diatantl{ ;."iénnm Omni-
science might know.

Wherefore, if the Reverend Frank
had had to read the words that
tmu'blm} zama h:é’ _his Tret]

fitably tone Mﬂm hearts,
goa {i:o);sc cago than Johnny
would have done g0 ouf of
and hum.ili:}.'y h:a}; hjlsl soul. o
them over Johnny, he ’Lhnllﬁl
own six children, but not of his

m

eyes. And very seriously did he and
his bright little wife, who had been

listening, look

ven up in your cause,

eth, Master George, Aunt Jane, and
Ulﬁ}h Purkur:h Al a

. Wegg chu consequently,

when he heard the ﬁd.lnfa. ay, ]i(t.
was afterwards affirmed by a witness
who shall at present be
that in the seclusion of the Bower he
poked out his wooden .leg, in the
stage-Dallet manner, and executed a
taunting or triumphant pironette on
the genuine leg remaining to him.
John Rokesmith’'s manner towards

¢ | Mxs, Boffin at this time, was more the

manner of a young man towards a
mother, than that of a Sec

pmrerby,&ndmd them with

towards his employer's wife. If
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always been marked & subdued| talk,” said Mrs. Boffin, “but tell me. husband’ : ..

oo dafeeor, that. scemed to| Aze’you quite sure, M. Rokesmith, thought two. hinga. . Fimt i |l thoughts of adopting o
havo sprang up o8 (e ey S8y S8 UM IERIaTec 108 8 istppolni” that I have timid of reviving | John T further nemed 40

John Harmeon's mame. It's an un-|my husband that it ‘ortin
fortunate and I fancy T should | to think that how tﬁo;:rcl?:;f wuuﬁ
reproach m if I gaveit to another | be benefited by John's own ‘money,
ii‘:a:.}:yc}}ﬂd, and it proved again un-|and protected from John's own fox-

his engagement; whatever wus odd | ment in
in her or her ways had seemed | “Qnuite sure. Why do you ask
to have no oddity for him; he had |me?” Y
gometimes borne & quietly amused| “Why, for this reason. Some-
face in her company, but sfill it had | times you have a kind of kept-down
seemed as if the her genial manner with you, which is not like
temper and radiant nature yielded your age. Youmq‘thentmrtyl’
him, could have been quite uﬁ- “Iqmtmm;a g e
rally expressed in a tear as in a smile. Deeming i ma
The completeness of his sympath: presence known, Bella coughed here
with her fancy for having a ﬁﬁﬁ to attract attention, begged pardon,
John Harmon to protect and rear, he | and said she would go, fearing that
had shown in every act and word, | she interrupted some matter of busi-
and now that the kind fancy was dis- | ness. A
Liamamly “No, don't go,” rejoined Mrs.

Secretary’s opinion; “whether one| “No,not Ancoar, Nodd o
3 _ 3 M, i mydtiar. _

E superstition

“It is a matter of feeling with | going to say somethi M,
311-3. Boffin," said Rokesmith, gently. | that, I am J;um,%nchmul?m gﬁ]t_l '

The name has llwltﬁhem-unfor- mean it. Buf this little death has
tunate. It has now this new unfor- | made me ask myself the questi
lunate association conneeted with it. | seriously, whether I wasn't too bent

appointed, he treated it wi The name ks n
obiernee and et o which | Bofln v o aro coming e Al i 1o Picking mywll” v iy did
o e Jin eneesits 3 :;.?..,&nm K vapting o b she thinks #"* » and & child quite to sy kgt
“ But thank yo s it as much now, T 1 Bt o ]
mam,"l' mido Mrs. oé‘n, “ and.si my Balh.maa I do. But I want for nfef"-".;‘{? Bella, el “or gru;ts mmg oo g b
thank you most kindly. You love | my Noddy toconsult with us. Would ut least it was oty until el - oo l’?" and put my tastes
BT B eviryiiad e i : ut that is not the “ Perhape,” suid Bella; and por
ev ]y lor o A 38 .
“Th:}”o i snid Mre. Boffin; % departed on that errand, ;‘i_lﬁpg eﬁ; said it with some little sen-
“hut wedg.on% all of us do what we | and preser ::t;::ed mmpaBn;ﬁ: e m'l:l'_ulmgm_out. of those &l:
t; s . Boffin Jog-trot. s ona of e topcasds,
ohn Roi'amth replied, *Some gﬁ little vague trepidation as to the w m.m c :Intﬂ!::;

elt a little
among us supply the shortcomings of subject-matter of this same consulta-
the rest. You have loved chil tion, until Mrs. Boffin announced it.
well, Mr. Boffin has told me.” “ Now,, ?w come and sit by me,
«Not a bit better than he has, but ' my dear,” said that worthy soul,
that's his way ; he puts all the good miins her comfortable place on a
me. You speak rather sadly, large otfoman in the centre of the
. Rokesmith.” |nm.mddumgher arm through
“Dolf” | Bella's ; “and Noddy, you sit here,
«Tt sounds to me so. Were you and Mr. Rokesmith you sit there.

liked to give it to a less interesti
ahﬂd\‘.hanthemgma.l." m:m
you very much.’

Bofin, airing. 14r . b S
boffin, giving her a “

-- K ol o ] i o
m. vy o an pe it may have been so,

. ‘I say aguin, it is a matter of feel- | indeed to a certain extent I believe i
ing,” returned the Secretary. “I mw,butlmghidnottothl:

one of many children?” Now, see, what I want to talk Miss Wilfer's. fesling L
He shookyhis head. l about, f:hu. Mr. and Mrs, Milvey womanly and Mﬁ Mm‘ baild :?J;:ée ﬂ:‘sﬁg‘l‘“"ﬁﬁb::t don't
+  %An only child?" . | have sent me the kindest note possi- “Now, give us your opinion, |have doneqwit.h thamw' Decause we

“No, thero was another, Dead ble (which Mr. Rokesmith just now
oy | read to me out loud, for I ain't

ago.
“ Father or mother alive?" at mdrﬁﬁngl)]hnﬂ'ering to find me
“ Dend."” another little to name and edu-
« And the rest of your relations?”" | cate and bring up. Well. This has
“ Dend—if T ever had any living. | set me thinking.

T never heard of mfi.” | (* And she is a steam-ingein at it,”
At this point of the dial Bella murmured Mr. Boffin, in an admiring

came in with alight step. paused parenthesis, * when she once bogins.

Noddrv," Mus. Bof - “TLaid it up as a brance,"

“My opinion, old lady,” returned Be.l.ﬁ, mg_mmem

the Golden Dustman, “Is your opi- mﬁﬁmb mh ufi"m- laid
o S, it up as a remembrance. - Well then ;
'I'het;, wsud Mrs. Boffin, “we | I have been thinking if I fakoth::):

agree got b ]met ive John Harmon's | orphan to provide for, let it not be n

?:T:'uqu. Rok;:m'::chm ﬁg'guw. pet t:;g a plaything for me, but a

tor of fecling, but Lor hos fpm?ﬁy m.” EWEN AP B Y own

W

at the door a moment, hestating It mayn't be so easy to start her; buf mattors are matters of feeling ! A ey L galp
whether to remain or refire; per- once started, she's a ingein.”) anid 30 T como to the mateil } "ggt' pretty th?;i #” said B%&mn g
plesed li‘y finding that she was mt] ! __Thi’t:dnslﬁ? ﬁl:ﬁmmkl?iﬁhl have thought of. You m‘ . Itmli]l‘y’ return: Mrs offin,
observed say,”” repea i n, cordially Bella, my dear, and Mr.w' know, outly. ) =

; that when I first named to my: 'f'-h,,_'m' | Iaeiag then?" said

#Now, d®n't mind an old lady’s | beaming under the influence of her
- P
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“No,"” returned Mrs. Boffin. “Not
nﬂmﬂy 0. That's as it may
happen. A well-disposed boy comes
in my way who may be even a little
wanting in such ad for get-

ust:-lil in llfz. but is honest and

ous, an uires a helpin; g

nnddw:?t. If T am
much in earnest and quite

‘;[ be unselfish, let me take care of

im.""

Hero the footman whose feelings
had been hurt on the former occasion,

announced the objec-
thonistle Slogpy.
The four members of Couneil

.

looked at one another, and paused. |

powers with which his legs” were
endowed, had already hi up
his glossy trousers at the ankles,
and bagged them at the knees;
while similar gifts in his arms|
had raised his coat-sleeves from
his wrists and accumulated them at

his elbows. Thus set forth, with the
additional embellishments of a
littlo tail to his coat, and a yawnin
gulf at his waistband, Sloppy stood

how is y My gOOd
fellow F** Mrs. Boﬁflx}xﬁed him.
“ Thankee, mum,” said Slo DY,
“sho do pretty nicely, and ng
her dooty and many thanks for the
tea and all faviours and wishing to
know the family’s healths.”

RERE0R [ust come, Sloppy P

“Then ;’n have not had your
dinmer yet 7"
, mum. But I mean to it
n't your handsome
mﬁu hv}n'?;u{lm to £0 away
without having a good "un off of
meat and beerand p —no: there
was four of "em, for I reckoned 'em up
’em; meat one, beer two,

pa, and which was four?
pdding, Ae was four!™
y threw his head back,
# _..ul hﬂg‘!«i

i

of Council, and then
with her finger :

Sloppe sai e, Boffin, *and. b [ Boiin's” hand, and then taching
be it Tramiwic F“ ' otherwise. mﬂ&mwmdmutmﬁztm
. hrndh“h th“. mmy.tﬁ;hmmmmhud.
?ﬁ:llhwmm‘zd 'be'ﬁlmm his mouth wide, and utfered a d
for life, and be made able to hagher howl. It was creditable to his ten-
in other ways than the tarning. derness of heart, but suggested that

« Even s to that, mum,"” answered | he might on occasion give some
the Mw , ‘“the turning offence to the neighbours: the rather

e e M‘d:“ o he 'Il:’x::?mntﬂ,
e e ol hohero a o dey ok

turn ! - 1 don't want excused elf, on ﬁ“’“‘d
:ddeq,g 'u‘hﬂ:‘i‘lw % that he thought it was Cats.
rub) flat CHAPTER XI.
. J'.I"u'-’.'n'v}'.-m:' APPAIRS OF THE HEART.

yme .Ir‘?m.l‘-' from her | Miss Peecher would commit tothecon-
little official d JHouse, with its | fidential slate an mﬁy degu:lp.
little wil ‘ udl:b tion of how, upon & I evening
and its little " the covers of | at dusk, two figures ve been
#chool-books, “w y observant | observed in themarket-garden ground
indeed of er quiot affec- round the corner, of whom one, being
tions. : a manly form, bent over the other,
wm‘. e Pﬁga“mdmd m
him on k"Ninalc-wvcil:u:t‘tmvuvuill.“‘l'!hn:ns-
Headstone Peqdwr,viltthnnbamym'!; after
naturally which the womanly form mhnd.s

apologetic

‘em turming. I've took "em turning

many o time, and enjoyed "em won-
lll

the

flying out of Vesuvius Zina
nmofthalaw.,mdwuuldboﬂun-
harmed in the hot springs of Iceland,
and would float majestically down the
Ganges and the ofila. D?nd History
chronicle a ki men

with his watch-guard round his necl.

Were copies to be written? In
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