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INTRODUCTION

The historic environment plays an important role in providing a sense of place and ideumpiparting
well-being, and promoting economic growth anohamunity cohesion. As such, itdacrucialrole to

play in society but this can only be realised if our built heritagenderstood, valued, protected and
madeaccessibleCollectively referred | &l WK NIR & arcBdedloQidal skedzmdl monuments,
historic buildings, industrial sites, artefacésd historic gardenare atangibleconnectionto our past

Such assets, however, aadfinite resource. Tprovide effectiveprotection it is important to collate
information to understand what heritage assets we have and what organisational assets are available

to help them reach theipotential.

This report has evolved from a series of meetings with representatives of the Greater Shankill

Party SNEKAL) oD{t 0 YR vdsSSyQa ! yA@SNmrAGE . SfTlal

Community Archaeology (CCiA the School of Naturaand Built Environmentat dzZSSy Qa ! yA @
Belfast. The reparcontainsan audit of the built heritage withithe Greater Shankill Area (GS@)g.

1)with the aim of building a picture of the locality, and identifying opportunities for development that
can further support the historic environment while strengthening community coheaiwh welt

being and generéing opportunities for economic growth

This project establishes strong links for the development of a mutually beneficial and sustainable long
term research partnership working with éhGSPEstablished in 1996he GSHs a communityled
regeneration gency in the Greater Shankill area of Belfake GSBoard brings together community,
elected and private sector representatives, along with public sector officials. At its core, GSP facilitates
and coordinates regeneration efforts in thedal area, whild { t Qa 2 LISN} A2y & | yR
to drive forward a regeneration agenda, alongside sustainable development for the wider area,
including adjacent communitiesnd across Belfast, facilitating at a senior leibe policy

developmentplanning and joint initiativegequiredto address deprivation in thetg.

The QUB and &P partnership can work to create ampact through excellere in research and
innovation, therebyhelping to buildand shae a better society through the bu#ind altural heritage

of the Greater Shankill area.
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This audit can be&iewed as the ifrst component ofa research programmébéased on e heritage

resources within the GSAhe audit will providethe basis on which an appliéah mightbe made to

the National LotteryHeritage Fund (NLHF)to undertake aprogramme of heritage activitieand

projects over a threeyear period that would help contribute to the better understanding and

promotion of the localhistory and heritage of the Shankill aramong its inhabitants

Aims
1
1

To contributeto the creation ofa vibrant andsustainableurbaneconomywithin the GSA.
To connect local people in the GSA with the heritage resource within thiaén landscape
by providing them with the skills, trainingnd confidenceto undertaketheir own researh
projects, while enabling the local community to influence fhure managemenof their
heritage resource

Reconnechabitats, conserve built heritagand enliven the unique landscape

Create and improve physical and intelledtaacess to théuilt heritage of the GSA
Encourage communities to have pride in their area, celebrate épimeinvolved, enthuse

others and work together to make their area a better place to live, visit and invest.

Thebaseline datawithin this reportwill assist with the development of communibasedprojects

within the GSAhat mightthen form part of an application for funding from the NLHF.

Objectives:

1 To undertake a baseline condition and nagement survey of builberitage assets
throughout the GSAwith brief condition rating to inform future management actions.

1 To develop a mapped catgoe of identified builheritage assets thnaghout the GSA

f To pomote the GS@& | NOKI S2f 23A 0Kt KSNARGI 3IST | yR
these monuments and sites.

9 To support and facilitate ongoing research and education on the areas of heritage,
sustainable development and community regeneratigithin the GSA

1 To encourage future involvement of the community and develop participation
opportunities within the GSA

1 To promote thehealth and wellbeindpenefits of heriage engagemenwithin the GSA

9 To support recreatioal activitiesand the development of sustainable education and

tourism for the benefit of the GSA

Ay

ON.



Thereport comprises a Built Heritage Revigrages9 to 57) supported by a series of appendices
that summarisedetails of eachcategory otuilt heritageto be found within the GSA building (pages
58 to 83.




BUILT HERITAGE REVIEW

What is builtheritage and why is it important?

Built heritage featureswithin the GSAare the physical remains that have been left e tpast
inhabitants of this area within Belfastind its immediate surrounding environs Our historic
monuments and buildings are part tife modernurban landscape, each ormdfering testimonyto
the rich and vibranthistory of the areaApparent today, for example, are theirns, megalithic
tombs, ringforts churchestown housesmills, brickworksand lridges that were constructely the
people living in theshankill area across the past, andmy of the built heritage features in tH8SA

area have been recognised laaving local and regionalgnificance.

These built heritage remains avaluablenot only in helping us to examineur past, but also in the
essentialrole theycan play in developingnoderncommunities. Built heritage can adglue to the
cultural and eonomt experience of the areand can help to generatevenue through tourism and
recreationactivities. In addition, our built heritage can also be used as a means of generating a position
impact on personal and societal wading, andquality of lifehas increased in priority for local and
national governmentiepartments (Sger 2015) Wellbeing nowfeatures high on the agenda in central

and local gogrnment and is listed asne of thekey aimswithin the Greater ShankiNeighbourhood

Rerewal Area Action Plan, 202018

The importance of built heritage washe subject of asymposium entitledFuture Places: Using
Heritageto Build Resilient Communitibeld on 23 November 2016 arwbsted by the Council for
Nature Conservation and the Countryside, the Historic Buildings Counc¢haftistoric Monuments
Cound. The session condered how our built heritage could provide an opportunity féorthern

L N5 f degbigreikers to takean integrated approach to the richness and diversity of our heritage

assets wherplanning for the future.

In the current postCovid environmentpuilt heritage hasan important rolein the widerframework

2 T & 2 @doiy,eh€lging to provide sustainable and world class visitor experiences which can
meet the expectatias of the visitorand tourists, as set out in thBourism [Rcovery Action Plan 2021
(DfC, TNI & TI 2018)nd viewed asessential to enhancing the competitiveness of the regidn
recognition of the value of built heritage thhe postCovidrecovery schemeDfE have launched a
number of actions and investment strategies to provide greater access taasaets,including

investment in infastructure, whilesmultaneously ensuring thaesources are in place to ensure that




they are managed sustainably for fwe generations.This action plartranslatesbroady to the
following points.
1 Recognisepportunities to regenerate and revivmmunitiesthrough heritage
1 Continue to improve our built environment and heritage, creating authentic, inclusive,
sustainableand animated spaces for people to visit.
M Continue to invest in thel90 State Care Monuments dscal and international visitor

destinations

Over the course of the past decathere has been an increasetbsire among communitiescross the
island of Irelad to engage directly with their local archaeologibafitage (Baker 2020, vji An
evolving practicecommunity archaeologig of interest to people from all wadlof life, andhree main
areas ofouilt heritagevalue andmpact havebeen identified(English Heritag2014, 4)
w Individual impacts such as pleasure and fulfilment, meaning and identity, challenge and
learning and the relationships between heritage participation and health and wellbeing.
w Communityimpacts including sodiaapital, community cohesion and citizenship.

w Economidmpacts such as job creation and tourism.

The value of visiting or participating in heritage has been widely recognised since the groundbreaking
report conducted by Fujiwa et al (2014) whicHound that the positive outcomes from engagement

with heritage were slightly higher than the impacts from papiéing in sports and the art€nglish
Heritagealso assessed the role of archaeological initiatives in enhancing wellbeinggtigll the
oAt AGE 2F F NOKIFS2f23&8 (2 ONBFIGS WLINARSQ:S Wi

joint community activity andtiking the present with the past

Built heritageis important for how local communities perceive themselves aan contribute to
communityconceptssuch acommunity cohesiorgocial inclusiomand civic prideThe effects of taking
part in heritage actiities have wider community benefitsh areas such akearning, identity and
belonging. Tis is of particular reonance for a postonflict societysuch as Northern Ireland, where
communities cariogetherexploresharedheritage contributingto increasedespect and community
cohesion Participating in heritage projects enaldpeople to connect with each other and farnew

friendships and networks, with positive effects on local commun{izsmley 2017, 8)

The significance of history in Northern Ireland is well known, and our links to the past compelling. Our

understandingof our history is often based on the landscapes around us today, and the historic sites

10
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and environments from different periods of our past; as such, our heritage has a wide, positive impact
across many aspects of our ggtg, economy and environment P019-2020 a study on the economic
value of Northern Irelan@ heritage value was undertaken for the Department for Communibés) (
which highlighted thavisiting historic sites is a pafar activity among adults across Northern Ireland
with 58% of the ppulation reportedly doingso. Additionally, the 2020 NI Visitor Attraction Survey
published by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Reseagdncy (NISRA)dicatedan upward trend

in visitor nunbers since 2013 and it is evidethiat the contribution that heritage is making to the

Northern Irishtourism economy has increased significantly over the last eight years.

To conclude, our built heritage assets are importance to Northern Ireland for the positive impact that
they can bring to individuals, commuigi$ and local economic activity. Projects that focus on the built
heritage within the GSA will help to deliver a range of benefits incluctimgmunity development
enabling local communities to reconnect with theinilt heritage Sy 02 dzZNJ} 3Ay 3 LINA RS
history and heritageforging new connectionsand helping to develop and deliver economic benefits

to the host communi.
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How isbuilt heritagemanaged in Northern Ireland?

Introduction

In Northern Irelandhe Historic Environment Division (HED) of the Department for Commurii€} (

is responsible for the protection of the histeri Sy @A NRB Y Y Sy (i T supporiirg andl K S
sustaining vibrant communities and a strong economyptigh realising the significawihgoing viue

2T 2dzNJ KA & 2. NFeHED/G ki chllBbyratiSn/itréindividuals and organisations in the
public and private sectors to record, protect, conserve and promote heritbifeD collate and
maintain a number of registers relating twilt heritage, including those foristoric Monuments,
Historic BuildingsHistoric ParksGardensand Demesns, Maritime Heritage Industrial Heritageand

Defence Heritage

The planning systeralsohas a considerable role in the management of bldtitagein Northern
Ireland Folowing local government reforrim Apri 2015 many planning powers have been devolved
G2 0(KS 2dzNR disRikt ColinkiRBTheBS At aR@fSlighithin the boundary of theBelfast
City Council who holdesponsbility for the cityQ planning decisions as well &sr preparing and
publishing a Local Development Plan (LfoP}their area. As a documenthich sets out how the
councilarea should lookn the future, the LDP establishe$at type and scale of development should
be encouragedrd where it should be located. As suthe LDP i&ey in themanagemenbof the built
heritage of theGSA Historic buildingsvill havesome prdection iftheir locationisin a Conservation
Area or arArea of Townscape or Ndge Character, whileuildings of local importance may also be
designated within a Local Landscape Policy Area (LbRA)gh the LDP.LLPA consistof those
features and aras within and adjoining settlementbhat are considered to be of greatest amenity
value, landscape quality or local significance and therefore worthy of protection from undesirable or
damaging development. This is significant for the management diuilt heritage as the LLPAs will
include archaeologidasites and monumentdistedbuildings andocally important lildings(Fig. 2;
Historic Environment Division 20121; Fig3). A buildingof local inportance isdefinedl aa budilding,

structure or feature, whilst not statutorily listefthat] has been identified by the council as an important

part of their heritage, due to its local archidgl dzNJ f 2 NJ K S NOOWI2@L %, 4% fodhgtd A Ol y

and may alste idenified through adcalHEDist (Historic Buildings of Local Importarga guide to their
identification and protection2017. This is in linavith the Convention forthe Protection of the

Architectural Heritage of Euroff@985).

12
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Designation

Drescription

Legislation/ Policy

Designation

Body

Character |ATC)

histasic built form or layout.”

Warld Heritape | Sites which have "Ouisfending Uaivarsal Vefue” ‘Dpearatianal United Mations
Sites degigrabad for sither their ‘culturel’ o falunal” Guidalines far the Educational,
[WHS] significance. implementation of Scientific and
Wi has casreally ene WHS, the Gignls Couwsawry, Cultural
the Warld Herita
desigrabed for its ‘neturel’ GULL c i Be O ganizatian
arvention |UNESCO)
SPPE, PPSE, LDMs and
palicias
Condarvation “ovens of speciol erefitectural av isbaric inderest Saction 104, Planning | District Councils-,
Areag o bhe charaeter aor appearancs of wihich i i et [MI) 2011, Tallawing
[CA) desirable [ prasone of enhonce. cansultation with
HAC
|DIC has a parallel
SPPS, PPSE, LDPs and | pawer for use in
palicies exceptional
GReumEtances)
Areas ol oress within owr cifies, fowns ond villoges which SPPE, PPSE, LD and | District Councils
Townscape exlilid & aistinct charectar mormally based on their | palicies

undesinalils or domaoging develtpmant. They mey

inciuga:

- foﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁﬂ.ﬂﬂfi‘ﬂl’ sites and monwments and

- Hhai surrouncings;

- lished and athar locally important buildings’ ond
Efaaiy .'iur'r'r.'lum:l.i.rrgs:

Areas of ‘designotions seak b fﬂ'e.rrr.iﬁ- particwlosy distivetive SPPS, PPSE, LD and | District Councils
dignificant greas of Lhe histose londscops i Marthern frefond. | palicies through LOP
Archaeclogical They ore likely to include o aumber af indivwdoal PAOCED,-
Inke st end related sites and manurments and may olse be |prapased by HED
[asa) distinguished by their landscope character and with adhice fom
topagraphy’ MG
Areas of -Hhose areds within the Wstarie cores of taiws EPRE, PPSE, LDPs and | District Councils
Archaeolagical | prg viloges, where, an the basis of eurrent palicies thazugh LOP
Petential [AAP] | goniadge, it s ikely that archosalogicel remins process-
will Be encowntered i the course af continuing Iprapased by
development and ebange.” HED}
Leseal .eonsist af shase feabures and areas within and SPPS, PPSE, LDF s and | Distriet Councils
Lanidseaps edjpining selliements eansidered fo be of greatest palicies thigugh LOPF
Paolicy Area emenily value, lendscege guality or facel profecs
[LLPA) significance and thevefore warthy of protaction fram

Figure2. Other heritage designations (sourcé4ED Services & StandarBseamework Issue 22019, page 11, Figure 3)

Listedbuildings

Listed buildings are protected under the provisions of Section 80 of the Planning Act (NI) 2011.HED is
NBalLlyaArofS FT2NJ RSairAaylidAy3a tAaG6SR odzAit RAy3a |
or historic interest which records the best dlorthern Ireland's historic buildings. Listed Building
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Consent(LBC) is required for any wook alteration which would affdcthe essential character of a

listed building. HED is a statutory consultee for all LBC applications, determined by planning

authorities.District Council planning authorities are the decision making authority for Listed Building

Consent Over 8,500 buildings are listed Morthern leland Theyare divided into four categories

(Grade A, B+, B1 and BBat givethe buildingsan indication of thé relative importance:
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Figure3. Listed buildings in th&sSAReproduced from Land and Property Services data with the permission of the
/2y ONREESNI 2F | SNJ alaSadeqQa {iGlQGA2ySNE hFFAOS:

Grade A:Buildings of national importancencluding both outstanaig grand buildings antittle

altered examples of some importaatchitectural style or period

Grade B+:Buildings that might have merite@Grade A status but for relatively minor detracting
features such as impurities of design lower qualityadditions or alterations. The category also
includesbuildings that stanaut above the general mass ofdele B1 buildings because of egtienal
interiors or some externdeatures.

Grade B1 and BZBuildings oflocal importanceand/or good examples ad particulararchitectural

style or period Some degree of alteration or imperfection may be acceptable.
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A wide range of differenbuilding typesare included on the list, and it ranges from mansions to

thatchedvernacular housesand from churches tgates and bridges. Within th&SAthere are48
listed buildings1 Grade A4 Grade B+ and 2Grade B1 and B2n addition thereare 23 buildings
includedontts f AaG NBO2 NR@ppendixl) a NEO2NR 2y f &¢é

BuiltHeritage at Riskegister(BHARNI)

The Built Heitage at Risk Northern Irelan(BHARNIYegister has been compiledy the Ulster
Architectural Heritage SocietfJAHS)in partnership withthe HED The egiger highlights 650
buildings and monuments of architectural and historic interest whosaréuseems threatenedbut
may be suitable for restoration and repalihere arenine buildings in theGSAncluded inthe BHARNI
register(Fig. 4and Appendix 2)
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Figure4. Buildingswithin the GSAon the BHARN Iegister (Reproduced from Land and Property Services data with the permission of
GKS /2yGNRttSNI 2F |1 SNJalaSaideqa {GFILiGA2ySNE hFFAOS:

Conservation Areas

Section £f the Planning (NIAct 2011states that aeas of special arctiectural or historic interest can

6

be designatedas Conservation Areghie character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve
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maintainor enhance Conservation Area Conseistrequired under the Planningonservation Areas
(Demdition) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, before demolishing an unlisted building within a
Conservation Area (Historic Environment Division 2016, Ti®)e are currentlpver 60consenation
areas in Northern IrelandAlthough none of these conservati@reas are within the GSA boundary,

there are 13within the Belfast City Council zonacludingthe Linen Conservation Area, ti@athedral

Conservation areand the Belfast City Cent@onservation AreéFigs. 5 t08).
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Figure 6.TheLinen Conservation Area (belfastcity.gov.uk/planning)
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Areas of dwn orVillageCharacter

Areasof Townor VillageCharacterare assigneddue to the distinct characterof a settlement, often
basedon its historic built form or layout, and are designatedin order tointroduce control over the
demolition of an unlisted buildingn assessing pteing applications within ATQsroposalsshould
respect theappearance and qualities of each townscape area and maintain or enhance their

distinctive character.

Within the GSAthere arethree Areas of Townscape Charact¢ATC) (i) TwaddellATCandthe zone
between Donaldson Crescent and Woodvale PafeefeBT0B), (ii) he Woodvale ATGncludingpart

of the BallygomartinRoadaround thenorth-east boundary ofVoodvale Parlanddown to Woodvale
Avenue(Ref: BT062), and (iii) the Shankill ABGveen Azamor Stréeunning northeast towards
Bootle Stree(Ref:BT®2).
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Figure9. Areasof Townscape Character (ATC), Local Landscape Planning Areas élridP3ijes of Local Natural
Conservation Importancevithin the Belfast Local Government Distri¢Belfast City Counciielfastcity.gov.uk/planning)
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Archaeological Sites and Monuments

Over 16,000 historisites andnonuments have been identified in Northern Ireland and are recorded
on the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), managed by HED. Included are a ranggpeissitem
megalithic tanbs to castles, crannogs, ringfoead monasteries. The sites can be found inyglés

of rural landscapeand urban locations. Some are well preserved, with ithajority of their remains
upstanding whilst others have been largelremoved, perhaps due to field clearance aist
development. These sites and monuments are altfiormally protected but aresubject to planning
policies primarily throughPlanning Policy Statemen) 6 ensure that theilinterest is taken into
accourt when change to them or their setting is proposed. Thare 27 archaeological sitem the

GSAhat arerecorded on the Sites and MonumerRecord (FigLO; see alsdAppendix3).
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Scheduled Monuments

A percentage of our sites and monumerdse provided witha degree of legal protection thugh
scheduling, with wer 1,900 historic monumentcheduledunder Article 3 othe Historic Monuments

and Archaeological Objects (Northern Ireland) Order 198Bsmeaningthat it is anoffence to carry
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out changes to these sites and monuments withfitgt receiving consent to do so from the HED who
are the decision making authority fapplications forScheduledMonument Consent (SMCYUnder
Article 4 of theHistoric Monuments and Arcbalogical Object$NI) Order (1995hese changes are
defined as:
1 any works resulting in the demolition, destruction, or disturbance of, or any damage to
scheduledmonument,
1 any works for the purpose of removing or repairingcheduledmonument or any part of it
or of making any alterations or additions thereto,
1 Anyflooding or tipping operations on land in, or under which, thereSgleduleadnonument.

Archaeological excatian andthe use of detecting devices at scheduled séssalsosubject toSMC

When a monument ischeduledthe owner or occupier is responsible for its good maintenamgéh
the sitevisited every four years by Rield Monument Warden who will cheds condition Survey
work undertaken in 200demonstrated the value of scheduling monuments and noted that trey
more likely to be in better conditiorf93% in an excellent, good or fair conditioman those
monumentswith no such protectiorf43% in an excellent, good or fair conditig@ormleyet al2002,
74, Table 23)There arehree schedulednonuments¢ ANT060:022, ANT060:020 and ANT060921
within the GSA(Fig. 11seeAppendix 4).

Monuments m State Care

Our most important historimonumentsmay also be under thevanership or guardianship of the HED
and there arenow 190 monuments in State Card@here are noState CardMonuments, however,

within the footprint of the GSA
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Industrial Heritage Register

Over 16,000ndustrial heritage features have beddtentified in Northern Ireland and are registered

in the Industrial Heritage Record, maintained by the HED throughMbauments and Buildings

Record.There are56 sites recorded on the Industrial Heritage Betwithin the GSAincluding

bridges, bleach work®rickfields and brickworksnills, foundries, glass works and lime ki(f$g12;
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Figurel2.Industrial Heritage Record Sites in tt@SA(Reproduced from Land and Property Services data with the
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Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes
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| SNJ al2Saideqa {idlFrGdA2yS

TheRegisterof Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesddestifies sites that are considered of

exceptimal importance within Northern Irelandinclusion in theegister affords these sites protection

through Planning Policy Statement 6 which specifies that historic parks and gardens included within

the register should be considered in tldetermination of planning consenthere arethree areas

registeredwithin the GSAstudy area including Glencairn Park and Fernhill House, WoodvaleRdrk

Glenbankark(Figl3; Appendixg).
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https://www.communities-ni.gov.uk/publications/register-parks-gardens-and-demesnes-special-historic-interest
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Battlefield $tes
Battle stes are listed irthe Sites and Monuments Recondthin the BattlefieldRecord.There are no

knownbattle sites recordd to be directly within the GSA, althougme sitesare identified within the
greater Belfast ared o thenorth-westof the GSAs Cave Hill were battles were fought in AD 674 and
AD 1468, while to the southeastbattles are recorded irBelfastin the years15521573, 1649 and
1770
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Defence Heritage
The HED is responsible fire conservationand protection of Norhern Ireland® modern defence

heritage. There arecurrenty 1,352 features registered, includng training trenches, gun and
searchlight emplacements, pillboxes, observation posts, airfields, harbours, naval and flying boat
bases,and air raid sheltersThe majority of these arderelict; some have been reused orl@red,

while others arerecordedasdemolished There arefour recorded defence heritage sitagithin the

GSAAY Of dzZRAY 3 2y S YA X&NBENRARYG A SWRSRNEFpArToKiNeS $A 4 Q
defence oBelfast during the Second World Ward comprised part ad network of leavily defended,
selfcontained defensive positions, intended to withstand an invasion long enougali@vingtroops

to reach the cityfrom elsewhere(Fig. 1% Appendix?).
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Areas of Archaeological Potential

Development plankighlightareas within the histdc cores of towns and villagesereit is likely that
archaeological remains will be encourgd in the course of development and workhesearenon-
statutory designations and ameferredto asAreas ofArchaeologicaPotential. Figure 16shows the

Areaof Archaeological PotentiéhAP)within the Belfast Metropolitan Areavhich includes the Lower
Shankill and BrowsiSquare.
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Area of3gnificantArchaeologicalnterest(ASAI)

There are nind\reas of Significant Archaeological Inter@SAl)n Northern Ireland, a designation

intended to protect the individual sites or monuments and their settings and the essential character
of eacharea from inappropriate developmerithere ae no ASAls, howevearjthin Belfas.
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The AuditMethodology

Introduction

There are a number dfighly relevant publications thavere consultedduring the ourse of the
research for this reportincludingThe Town Book of th€orporation of Belfast, 161B316 (Young
1892) The Industrial Archaeology of Northern IrelgiMtCutcheon 1980}he special edition of the
Ulster Journal of Archaeologgvoted to Belfas{Bourke 2006)Early Belfast: The origins and growth
of anUlster town to 175@Gillespie 2007Hidden History Below our Fe&he Archaeological Story of
Belfast(O Baoill2011) and Belfast 400: People, Place and Histt®@pnnolly 2012)These volumes

provide a detailed overview dfe archaeologyhistory and development ot city.

GIS

The initial phase of the project concentrated on the creation of a Geographical Information System
(GIS) for the bilt heritage of the GSAThis is effectively a system of spatiafifegrated databases
whichcombine and synthesisdl existing dataf the area into a single recordihe use of a GIS enable

both the scale and the nature of the resource in the study area to be analijsadby allowing for a
statement of the overall built heritage character and significance to be reaghéli heitage for the
purposes of the adit, has been defined as those buildings, sites and monuments which have been
identified and classified by HE&Bccading to established criteria and detained significance by

regional and national values.

Data Sources

HEDhave undertaken systematic survédyroughthe First and Se@mnd BuildingSurve in order to
record the architecturaheritage of Northern Irelandthe process by which buildings can then be
judged for listing There ae over 8,90 Listel Buildings in Northern Ireland, each one designated
because it has been judged to begpfecial achitectural or historic interestinder Section 80 of the
Planning Act (NI) 201and listed buildings rangeom grand houses and churcheswarehouses and
cottages Statutory listing of buildings began in Northern Ireland in 1974 with the First Suhiely w
took 20 years to complete. TH&econd Survey started in 1984d is ongoingwith its records much
more comprehensive in detail than those die First Survey, including internal and external
descriptiorsof each building. The recordse publiclyavailable and can be accessed i® 5BRiklings

Database(Home | Buildingss| nidirect (communities.gov.uk). As noted, due to the incomplete

nature of theSecond Survegot all buildings in the GSA have fulsome online records available.
order to address thighe markedup paperbased maps held by the HED wensulted to identify
built heritage features inite GSAvhich may be of interest.
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https://apps.communities-ni.gov.uk/Buildings/

Archaeological survey has taken the form of cartographic and aerial photograph analysis as well as
historical documentary investigations to identify and study potential archaeological agdets.
information on sites and onuments is available through the Sites and Monuments Re&irels and

Monuments Record | Department for Communities (communimesiov.uk). Information on all

designated sites can be accessed through the online Historic Environment Map Viewer

(www.communitiesni.gov.uk/articles/historieenvironmentmap-viewer). Datasets are available

through the Open Dataervice(www.opendatani.gov.uk

Consultation

An important aspect of the current projeatasthe consultation process thatas primarily facilitated
through conversationsand group discussionsith the Greater Shankill Partnership (GSR)oking
forward, it is htended that a wider range of stakeholdeand Iccal heritage organisationsill be

invited to come forward to discuss the contents of the current document with representatives of the

GSPandtheC@A2 FIF OAtAGIGS FdzZNIHKSNJ O2YYdzyAlG& RA&Odz ¢
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Regional Ladiscape Character AssessmeRECA)

Introduction

In 1999, the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) commissioned Landscape Character
Assessments of Northern Irelarthsed upon geology, landforrand landuse as well as cultural and
ecologicalfeatures. This resulted in the production of Northern Ireland Regional Landscape
Character Assessment (NIRL@A)provide baseline evidence which could be uded planners,
developers ad the publicto make informed deisions concerning theanagement and ptection of
ourlandscapesThe process led to Northern Ireland being divided Rfigegional landscape character
areas. The NIRLCA draws together information on peoplekate, and the combinations afture,

culture and perception whicimake each part of Northern Ireland unique. This ladantity can be

referred to withthe Irish worddinnseanchas Y SI yAy 3 af 2 NB 2tNdirtéfattinS ¢ = |

of natural and human processes over tingeprocesses which continue today, givehat our

landscape aredynamicentities.

NIRLCA 2Belfast and Lagan Valley
The GSA rests within NIRLCA No.21 Belfast and Lagan Mallthe(n Ireland Regional Landscape

Character Assessment (arcgis.comhich compriseshe city andits associated satellite settlements

and includeghe scarps of the Belfast IHi and Castlereagh Hill§he area exterslsouthwest alog
the Lagan Valley tMoira, following the flow of the River Lagathrough Finaghy, Dunmurry and
Lisburn, moving from urban and suburban areas through to agricultural landscapes. To thevestrth
is NIRLCA No0.19: South Antrim Hills ardvile Water, and to theauth-eastis NIRLCA No.22: Down
Drumlins and Holywood Hills.
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Figure 17NIRLCA No.21: Belfast and Lagan Valley

NIRLCA No.21 Belfast and Lagan Vé&tlkgws the lower part of the River Lagan from Moira near
Lough Neagheastwards to the sea at Belfadthe valley is framed in theorth by theslopes of the
Belfast Hillsincludingthe Black Mountain and Cave Hill, with a sharp contrast between the keavil
urbanisedarea ofthe valley and the exposedpland character athe hills. To the south, the landform
change is less dramatic, rising gently to undulating drufalimland south of Newtownbreda, while
further eastthe Craigantlet Escarpment runs beten Dundonald and Holywood, forming part of the
backdrop to BelfastPrimary settlementincludes B f F lindusti@Bport andairport, its city centre
andits surrounding residential areas, whileetregionhas adense road network, railway linend
power lines(Fig. 18) The surrounding hillshowever, frame the extent afirban development and
providea clear boundary between the city and its rural and upland hinterland. Indeadywsg of the
Belfasthills are & important feature oflife inthe city and are generally visibldrom eventhe most

urbanised areas

30




\ ‘ .
N &%&
(‘w; Cliftonville Golf 3
e Course
|9
(B3 y ¢
% £ =
380m
R 2l
) 1
. \
a /, loverelrorggrer—Hell
“~ !
yal Victori S gLl
Hospital £ ﬁ) / [ 4
g
360m ) e (
D % Esgffftermep, KA S iy iy, RETIRASA [USGS
L Falls Park ¥ g )

0 1 2 3
s Kilometers

Figure 18 Density of transport infrastucture within the GSAReproduced from Land and Property Services data with the
LISNXYAaaAzy 2F GKS /2yGNRBEtEtSNI2F | SNJ alaSaideqa {dlrdGdAaz2ySs

Key Characteristics

1 Theoverriding urban character of the cities of Belfast, Lisburn and associated suburbs.

1 Historic core of Belfast, and itslationship with the River Lagan and Belfast Lough

1 The basalBlack Mountainwhich rises to 390m AQ&hd overlooks the city of Beka Cave
Hill, named for its large caves, is another dramatic basaltic hill overlooking Belfast. Cave Hill
Country Park, Belfast Castle and Belfast Zoo are all attractions on its slopes.

1 Former estate parklands are a key influence betweentlopil areas,often forming a
recreational resource for the urban population.

1 Linear features of motorway, transmission lines and large industrial buildings within and
between urban fringe areas.

1 Seminatural habitats are fragmented. To the west there are hummocky laxtands, and
areas of long standing woodland along the river valley. The slopes of the hills are also valuable

for woodland, heathland and moorland habitats, and associated biodiversity.
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Natural Influences

The geologicallevelopment2 ¥ (G KS | NS OFy 6S @AS6SR G . St ack

whichdemonstrateghe visiblegeological succession dfiassic mudstone, Cretaceous limestone and
Palaeogene basalt typical of the Belfast Hills. The basalt escarpments of the Beéi$aate rugged

and broken by steep glens, in contrast to the more rounded sandstone slopes of the Castlereagh Hills
to the south.TheRiver Lagan originates at Slie¥ob in the middle of County Down in the Dromara
Hills to the north of the Mourne Mautains andoccupies a broad, rolling valley as it flows towards
Belfast Lough. The river broadens amthds around Lisburn andhe Lagan Vally Regional Park,

becoming heavilurbanised as it channekhrough Belfast.

Seminatural habitats found in CavHlill Country Park include mature woodland, meadows and
moorland, comprisinga variety of species includingeregrine falcors. The wodland at Colin Glen
includes beech as well as oak and ash woodl#matssupport red squirrelsTheBog Meadows Nature
Re®rve protects the largest remaining wetland in the area, comprising ponds, wet woodland reed
beds and meadowand attractsa range of overwintering bird©pen spaces within greater Belfast
also provide important biodiversity reservoirs within the built wgrea. Past ppulation growth,
industry and poor water qualityausedhe dying outof Atlanticsalmonfrom the River Lagan, although

efforts have been made sindbe 1990s to reintroduce stockstmthe river.

Cultural Influences

Belfast citycentre contains a ealth of architectural heritagenainly dating from the industrial and
commercialpeak of the late 18th to early 20th century. This can be seen in Georgian houses and
OKdzZNOKSAa> 3INIYR *AO002NAIY O2YY SHohkyall SquareJsiB dUuk & S a
around the Edwardian Baroque City Hall. Following a declipeosperityduring the 20thcentury,
investmenthas focused orhigh quality publicspaceand architecturewithin the city centre.The

Belfast and Lagan Valley RLE#mprises around 50 public parksncluding historic designed
landscapegreviouslyassociated witHarge estates includingWoodvale Park, Glenbank Paakd
Glencairn Parkvithin the GSAMoving keyond the city, farmland itypicallymedium scale pastoral
farming bounded by hedgerows, although there ammelarge arable fields to the wedNumerous

hedgerow trees are foundithin field boundaries includingsh, oak and beech.

The Lagan Canal was constructed in the 18th century, connecting the port of Belfast to Lough Neagh.
It was formerly important for trade with coal, timber and linen being transporfdthough he canal

closed in 1958so0me parts havasincebeen restored ad are beingbrought kack into use. Th€olin
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GlenParkincludes woodland along a watercourse that flows down from the Belfast Hills to tha.Laga
Although mostly culvertedhe Forth Rivealsoflows from the Belfast Hillgravellingthrough estate
landsaround Brth River House to thBallygpmartin Road, where a publealkwayrunsalongside the
steep sided stream and woodlantihe Forth River parklaridmostlyowned andmanaged by Belfast
City Council,hosting a range of habitats and recreational oppamities, providing diverse

opportunities foractive recreationimportant for physical anthental wellbeing

The Belfast Hilld.andscape Partnership works to promote and protect the landscape of the hills from
Slievenacloy in theouth to Carnmoney irhe north, including the atstanding views over Belfast from

YdzE GALE S LX I OSa Ff2y3a (GKS a2dzikKSNYy SR3IS 2F (K

scarps of the Belfast Hills have an iconic role in providing a unigue and dréraakidropto Belfast

includingthned a G Ay QU A GBS I yRT2N)¥A& 2 With Mediéval origiris fis alsrgaR Wb |

settlement next a ford over the River Lag&wlfast(from the IrishBéal Feirsteand meaning either
G¢KS az2dziK 2F (GKS { I yRO |ds\elopadib & towkis thellZthaiemtury? T
but only gainedts regional importance durinthe industrialrevolution. The cityquickly became the
industrid capital of Ireland, and saaheritage of industrial and commercial buildings. Kejustrial
activities included shipbuilding, tobacco processing, whiskey distillatiopnropemaking, heavy

engineering and linen maracturing

Past, Present and Future ForéesChange

Climate chage: Warmer, drier summers may lead to drying of upland soils on the hills which frame
Belfast. Wildfires could result that could damage biodiversity as well as impacting on the recreational
value of the hills. Imeased flooding may lead &rosion of thehillsides impacting adverselynlocal
communities and infrastruatre, includingecreational open spaces, atttk historic fabric of theity.
Conversely, ibught may affect the management and appearance of public open spaces, including

parklandtrees and grass.

Urban Renewal
The citysape ofBefast continues tahange however, the 19th-century core of the city igaluedand
where possible, protected. @ertain amount ofP K S | federeatidnis an importantfeature of a

dynamic citynevertheless this must respect the historic importarafats core
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Suburban Development

The population of Belfast declined dramatically from a peak of over 400,000 in th20thictentury,

to less than 300,000 today. Although the populati® risingin numbers once againthere are
continuing shifts between # city centre andurrounding suburbs and satellite towns, which dictate

development pressures for housing, commercial and industrial premises.

Planning
Development planning in this area includes teaiion of key open spaces and rural wedges, aiming
to retain the separation of Belfast and Lisburn, although some development pressure will always be

present at the urban edges.
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Paishes, Townlands and Placenames

The study area i®cated within the ancient Parish of Shanldiived from the Iristseanchill
YSIFyYyAy3 a3t batokydaNBalfast Uppé& Lower, and previously comprised almost the
entirety of modernday BelfastFig. 19) The parish was a Mediewadclesiatical unit of territoy,

later used by the Established Church of Ireland afterRieformation when it waalsoadopted as a
civil administrative areécivil parish)however, awertime some civil and ecclesiastical boundaries

have changed.
Barony of BelHst Uppe& Lower

A barony is amdministative area that has its origins in the Medieval period and was often part or
whole of a preexisting lordship During the Plantation period in the early "L Zentury these
administrative units became reconstituted as baronies, with each of the new counties comprising
groups of baronies; County Antrim comprises of 15 baroofeshich Belfast Uppe& Lowerhas an

area of c. 156.4 km?, 38,658.9 acres &04 sqgare miles

ShankilCivil Parish, Counfntrim
The Shankill Civil Parish is within the Barony of Belfast Upper & Lower and comprises 32 townlands.
Originating as an ecclesiastical ufftacenamesni.org), thearishalso came to be adopted as a civil

administrative area; over tim¢he limits of someareas have changed.

Shankill Townlands

The townland is the smallest administrative division throughout the islaricetaind that is still in

use. Predatinghe arrival of the AngleNormans in the late 12th ggury, the size of @ownland
(Ballyboe, from the Irishaile bg meaning "cow land'\vasgenerally related to the quality of the
land, areas of good land having more townland divisions than areas of poor land. There are over
60,000 townlands in Ireland and anything from around five to thirty cagrbaped together to

form a parish. ese sml divisions of land werkater used as thévuilding blocks for new estates
during the Rantation in the early 17th centunyfrhe majority of them retained their Irish language

names, but in phonetically anglicised formats.
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W Study Area
A 0 2 4 6 8 [ Belfast Barony

Kilometers [ Shankill Civil Parish

Figure 190rthophotographtc view of the GSAyellow), within the tistoric Barony of Belfast Uppe& Lower (blue) and
Shankill Civil Parish (pink). (Reproduced from Land and Property Services data with the permission of the Controller of
I SNJ al 2 Signérgdifice, ® Arowih copyright and database rights MOU203).

¢t KS 6 2NR Wickdtedi traiftae thé Irish ternbaile fearainninto the English language
(Baille | aFFN¥adaSkR feahihng S b ff R S ¥ 8jBéfSEaNNafid® Neainithe
oldest surviving divisions in the cifpelfasthills.org) There are 32ownlands contained irshankill

CivilParish (townlands.ie).

Shankill Wards

The electoral wards of Belfast are subdivisions of the city used primarily for isgtsid elections.
Historically theShankillCivil Parish comprisetie greater parof presentday Belfast (Figs. 1Z0),
the majority of which is beyond the scope of this studyevioussocial development and

regeneration stdies undertaken within the &Ahave to a certain extent, establishembnesof
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analysis basedn the layout of interface barrie within the district{Hogarth 2008, p.3; NISRA &DFC
2018/19, p.2). This study however, moves beyond sty established boundaries opening up the
scaleof the project and recognising the greatichaeologicavalue of thelandscapeThe 2012
Belfast ward®of Ballymurphy(N08000305)BallygomartinN08000303)Forth Rive(N08000327)
Shankil(NO8000348)and Woodval§NO8000360have been selectedsthe focus for this
archaeological audit, and forthe basis forsetting outthe discussion of the built heritage the

following section.

FORTH RIVER

WOODVALE
SHAMNKILL

BALLYGOMARTIN

BALLYMURPHY Belfast

Study Area
Connecting Wands_1

3 Kilemeters

Eirl LG Eovi, HERE, Ganmin, METIHASE, USGS

Figure20. Wards within the study area. (Reproduced from Land and Property Services data withehmaission of the
/ 2YGNREESNI 2F | SNJ ala2SaieqQa {dFiA2ySNE hTFAOST 6
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Figure 22.Thestudy area in reference to current interface barrierst{ps://data.nicva.org/dataset/interface -barriers)
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Analysis ad Gharacterisation offte Built Heritage

Introduction

Belfast has a long and rich heritage of settlem@tBaoill 2011 Fig 23. There is archaeological
evidence for people living on the hjliselldrained gravel ridgeand close to the rivers of Bast since
Mesolithic times 10,000 years ago. Alf this excitingarchaeological evidence haf shed light on

the evolution anddevelopment of settlement in Belfast.

Every archaeological excavation in Belfast unearths more about the history and lives of the people
who have gone before. Understanding the archaeology of Belfast helps us to appreciate not just our
shared past butlso to look forward with betr perspectives on who we aréhere is still much to

find out about the development of Belfastnd archaeology is centrab this discoverprocess The
archaeological record brings life the predecessors of Belfa 1 Qa OdzZNNBy i OAGAT Sy a
are not availablegiving us access to the actual material culture and sites that those people used and

occupied through millennia.

Literacy and the written descriptions of pgle and places in Irelandriginatedwith the coming of
Christianity to Ireland roughly 1,500 yeago, but cur earliest detailed map of Belfast only dates to
the 1685, less than 350 years ago. The oldest standing building in what is now the c&ettastf
Clifton House, only dates to the 1770s. This means that for the vast majority of théhtineeople

have been living in thBelfastregionour only evidence for their lives comes from the discovery and
study of the archaeological remains thaely have left betd. And unlike written sourcesvhich so

often only describe the lives of the powerful and privileged, archaeological remains tell us about the
lives of ordinary people and swovide us with a more balanced pictur&herefore,archaeobgy is

crucialto our understandingof the story of Belfast

The importance of the rivers &elfast

Running through what is now the centre of modern Belfast are tneénrivers ¢ the RiverFarset
and theRiverBlackstaff (also known as ti@wenvarra), both of which run into the larger River Lagan
at a point whee it is tidal and estuarine. There are also many streanustributaries running down

to the main rivers from the Belfast Hills and these have greatly influenced how the settlerhent o

Belfast developedespecially in recent centurigsh Q wSAf & HAMAO @ ¢KS Yz2ai

for the GSA is the RivEarset.TheFarset(derived from the IristAn Fhearsaidr AbhainnnaFeirsteg
whichrisesoni KS af 21JS&a 2F {ljdzZANBQa | Aff>X gKSNBE (g2
Legonielit flowed past the Medieval parish churchStankill through Millfield and under High Street,
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where it is culverted, and giving High Street its curving appearance. The River Farset enters the River
Lagan to the east of thalbert Clockand High StreefThe settlement in what is no®elfast city centre
was bunded at a sandfpord across theRiver Lagan and the smaller River Farset enters the Lagan close

to this point and gets its name from the fo(ificKay 1999.21; 2011).

All these physical featuregspecially the riverdiave influenced the development of settlement at
Belfast From the known archaeological sites and find spots, it is clear that in prehistoric times
settlement around Belfast was predominantly in the upland parts ofstimeounding hillsand on the
well-drained glacial Malone Ridge. There does not seem to have aeeattempt to settle the area

we understand as central Belfast until the Medieval periddst of what is now the historic core of
Belfast was built on alluvial estuarine clays (called Belfast sleech), deposited after the last glaciation.
The centre oimodern Belfast is low lying, less than 6m above sea level, and thestastistbhave
always been liable to flooding, which probably explains the apparent lack of nucleated settlement

there until Medieval times.

The modern Shankill Roadfollows the routeof an ancient road that once provided the main
communication route from what is now County Down, across the Belfast hills and into what is now
County Antrim. This routewayhas always occupied an important position in the history and

development of Belfds

It is clear that the Belfast Hills were well populated in prehistoric siemel that this continued to be
the case duringhe Early Medieval period with some 20 ringforts once in existence, such as the
exampleat the junctionof the Ballygomartin and Forth rivers andadher at the point where the
Shankill Road joins Woodvale Road, while the antiquith@fSSA finds resonaa in theplacename
Shankil(Seanchilld h f R /).Rdphinkréasng industrialisatiorduring the 19th centuryed to

this area becoming the home for a large working class population, and one that was predominantly
Protestant in religion. In recentedades a combination of industrial decline and unemployment has
led to urbandecling exacerbatecby i K S W ¢, i a#icof whidhas caused seemnomic

decline within the GSAhE legacy of thikas been the stigmatisation of the Shankill and ésple,

and the area has a poor public perception across wider society in Northern Ir@ta&hankill
community, however, have a heritage geurce that can be put to uder the health and wébeing

of its people, and the following section of the repprovidesan overview of the built heritage

within the GSA.
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Figure 23 Sketch map by Philip Armstrong of some of the archaeological sites around Belfast (from O Baoill20198-199).
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Prehstory

The Mesolithic

The earliest phase of human activity on the island of Ireland belongisetd/iesolithicperiod (circa

8000 BC tocirca4,000 BGandis characterised by a lifestyllbat wascentred on fishing, hunting and

the gatheringof food from whatever sources were availabl&€he Mesolithic(from the Greek for
WaARREt S {pdplafich woulll Ba@ Bave been great numbers and would haveeomprised
numerous extended family units maong across the countrysidstayingclose tothe river network and

living in sempermanent huts. Our greatest source of information on the period and its people came
GKNRdzZaK t SGSNJ 222RYlyQa SEOI QI (A2ya shiheBivrS S
Bann outside Colerain@Voodman 1985; 2015)To date,evidence of Mesolithic activity has been
found at several locations around Belfast including at the Ormeau Bridge, Botanic Gardens, Malone,
Old Forge and at two sites close to the George Bestnational Airport (O Baoill 2011, @8-21; O

Baoill2012) To dateno Mesolithic material habeen discovered within the GSA

The Neolithic

The Neolithic periogcirca4000BCto circa2500 BC) saw the introduction @hewfarming population

who lived in permanent settlemeniggrew cereal cropkept livestockand produced pottery vessels.
They also raised large stone (megalithic) monuments to their ancestors, many of which can still be
seen around Belfasfhe timber houses #t peopleconstructed could be substantial in size and they
tended to settle on higlguality and weltdrainedland. The Neolithidd FN2Y G KS DNBS] ¥
I 3 Sedtiers use a variety of tools includiniijint arrowheads, javelins for hunting, astbne querns
for the processingf cereals O Baoill 2011, pp.231). There issomeevidence of Neolithic occupation

within the audit areancludingthe discovery ofNeolithicflint workingand findspotsat Ballymurphy

(ANT060:07DANT060:07), Black MountainANT060:07p Divis ANT060:038 the WD A | y (i a D NI

megalithic tomblocated atAltigarron (ANT060:017)and the prehistoric @irn recorded atDivis
(ANT060:061)Excavations carried out 20162 y { l|j dZA NBQa | Af f = OfFasetS (2
have uncovered the remains of a Neolithic structtivat dates to the Early Nedhiic, circa4000BCto
circa3500 BC (githousand years ago) and currently represehts oldeststructure found at Belfast

(O Baoill 2018Fig. 24
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The Bronze Age

The Bronze Age periodifca2500BCto circa500BQ saw the introduction of metatorking,with the
production oftools and weapons made of bronze. This period saw an increase in population and
prosperity, leading to a more warlike society as people sought to protect their welditre have
been no sites of this period recordedthin the GSA buthere is evidence odccupation in the wider
north Belfast areand evidenceof Bronze Age settlement can Been on Divis Mountain in the form

of circular hut sites and burial cairns. Virtually every hill at this time had cairns where important
leaders or tribal chiefs wedaid to rest. Furthermore, in the townland of Baitoag,a circular hut site

was excavad in 1982. Radearbon dating returned dates to suggest people were living there around
the Late Bronze Age, perhaps between 1@8D and 75BC A Bronze Age gold dss fastener (ANT
056: 095) was discovered close to the summit of Cave Hill in 1993, and isspbayed in the Ulster
Museum, while d_ate Bronze Age field systemdagettlement site(ANT056:073) was discovered at
Ballyutoag.

The Iron Age

The Iron Agedrca500BCto circaAD 500 saw the introductin ofironinto Ireland and ibecame the
main metal for tool making, due to its strengthis probable that this involved the movement of new
people into Ireland and that this was also the period whema Celtic language was introcked from

the European continentyhich would become known as IriskVoodland clearance increased at this
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time, most likely due to the improvement in axe technology with the use of iron. There is no exvidenc
of this period wihinthe GSAbuk it A& 0SSt ASOSR GKIFG aO! NI Qn C2 NI

Ageinauguration sitd a O! NIiQad C2NIi Syz22eéada | LINRPYAYSyYy(d LIaani

also a prehistoric round cairn netire summit of Cavehill (ANT056:016

Early Medieval

TheEarly Medieval perio¢tirca AD500to AD1177) is the most heavily represented period in terms
of surviving archaeological sites in Irelahds also the period when literacy was introduced to Ireland
via the Christian Church, smat we now have another strand of evidenal®ng with archaeology that
provides information about events, places and people at Belfdss period experienced a significant
increase in farming, partially due to the advanaats in agricultural technology. The improved
design of the plough opened up new types of land to cultivation avike soils could now be used
The most common site examples in Ireland are circular enclosures, known as riagifisrts or
cashelsEvidencdrom the 5th centry ADof both secular aneécclesiastical life is apparemigarly a
time when the aredlourished.The ringfortsand monastic remains left from this time are an essential
part of the landscape in the area todand recorded examples includdose at Balygomartin
(ANTO060:022[Schedulell and ANT060:02), Town Parks(ANT061:018 and Ballysillan Lower
(ANTO060:042 In 1876, a wooden horizontal mill, for grinding corn, is recorded as having been
uncovered on the western side of Dover Street, close to tren&h Road@ Baoill 2011, 62). This

mill was almost certainly powered by one of the rivers or streams flowing down from the Belfast Hills.

Shankill Church and Graveyard

The first recorded use of the name Shankill is in a document of aroundth&6 Sy G A 2 ya WG KS
2 NJ OK dzNDOK (Mvbrfon 1957bwhile@adotufent of 1604escribes the church at Shankill as

W NIMzA ifig kgalpivbable, however, that the church (ANT 060:040) had its origins at a much earlier

date, and thedctthal G KS y I YS { KI y 1 Jdabichiln Sishyvauld $Lgided thabits dzNID K

origins predate the later establishment of the Capella de Vado (the Chapel of the ,Foyds St.
DS2NHS QA / KdzNJakthedafishichuiof HelfaptBedMedieval period after the 1306
Papal Taxation records. A bullaun stone (a deep hemisphericalaged hollow in a rock, peaps
used as a holy water fontyas recovead from the graveyard in 1855 andrisw locatedoutside the
Sy i NI yOS (i 2Chyrdhon thé ShankillSRéad.An additiothree crozier mounts knowfrom
Shankill Churchuggest that the church datés the Early Medievagperiod (Fige5-27; O Baoill 2011,
pp.63-65; Macdonald 201p
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Figure 5. The bullaun stone from Shankiiraveyard now located in the grounds of nearby St. Matthé Qlurch Fom

O Baoill 2011p.63.

FONT IN SHANKILL CHURCHYARD.

Figure 26! a1 SGOK 2F GKS odz tldzy aitz2ys
FNIIAOf S5 WEKE|AF NREKLIEG A &
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Figure 27. Thedecorative crozier mounts dating to the eighth or ninth centuries AD found in Shankill Graveyard and
currently in the National Museum of Ireland, Dublin. From Macdonald 2012, 1.

LateMedieval
TheLateMedieval PeriodAD 1177 toAD1603)saw a period of great change Belfastinitiated by
0KS T NNRGIf 27F ADKIS7 The first Serldm2ritdvvhay i& now Belfast city centre
was established by them, probably to protect the important crossing point of the River Lagan, near
0KS Y2RSNY vdzZ$SSyQa NAR3ISO ¢ K S NBto sedklal chiRFe$S NB y
in 1306 and that Bedfst was a borough town and the site af@nor with a watermill in 13380 Baoill
2011, p.66-95; Macdonald 2008and 2012). Although none of the principal buildings of Medieval
Belfasthave so far been discovered duriagcavations in the city, Medievattefacts, skeletons and
archaeological fatures have been uncoverg@ig 28) There are no sites of this period within the

audit area.

A Papal taxation document from 1306 mentions the Ecclesia Alba or White Church [Shankill] along

with the Capella de Vado or the Chapel of the Fas well as several other Medieval churches at
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Belfast.The other churches at Belfast were dependent churches to the principal one at Shaskill.
with the church from the Early Christian perjdbdere is no aboveground remains of this Medieval
church survivingbut both are almost certainly located in Shankill Graveyard, now knowtheas
Shankill RegBarden.An Edward | penny, produced in 1280, was found during works being cantied

at the graveyard in 1959t is uncertain when or why the church at Shankill became less important
than the Chapel of the Ford. Perhaps it is the fact that it was a little distance out from the centre of

Belfast. The Bruce Wars and subsequent anarchy after 1315 were highly distapiingloNorman

power. The last Earl of Ulster was assassinated in 1333 and the subsequent rise in influence of the
Clandeboyéh Qb SA f f & iftéd aitentioh t@@herzaféas.

Figure 3 aSRAS@If LI2GG§SNE ¥F2dzyR R dzNAhdyBHrtorSEuidihgdn Bélfast gityicertrélin (i K S
2003 (Macdonald 2008b).

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, following the decline of the Amgoman earldom in Ulster

and the resurgence of Gaelitshpower in Ireland, Belfast came undéet control of the Clandeboye

h Reills. The townstood strategically between thelands of Upper Clandeboye (in Coubiywn) and

Lower Clandeboye (in Counfyntrim). Theh Reillshad two tower housecastles at Belfastone in

what is nowthe Corn Markein Belfast city centre, and the other at Castlereagh. Although no above
ground renains of either survive there are portrayalshafth on 16th centurymaps and references to

the castles in both Irish and English written sources. Artefacts from this second settlement at Belfast
have also been recovered from excavatiaaral the stone Inaguration Chair of the Clandeboye
hQbSAff f2NR&a adAftf adiaNBAGS&a yR Aa 2y RAALX |

EarlyModernPeriod

TheEarly Modern Periot represented in the audit aregith the 17th century development of Belfast
4 GKS &2 dalokitre udifialieSvNdyithe stichssfuliglishgeneral, Sir Arthur Chichester,
ga 3ANFYGIGSR . StFrad |G {HXB4%H3R Machk of wWhatSwve wdu S

recognise ashe modern layout of Belfast city centre wastout in this period and the first map of

N
(v
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the town drawn up by Thomas Phillipdating to 1685, reflectthis(Fig29) ¢ KS t KA f f A LJA Q
GKS G266y RSTSyOS zindthe MarketkHBuBe] WitEe tolvrt corpdraion met
upstairs. The town is shown laid out around the Riamset, flowing at right angles to tiRiverLagan,

and with a bendhat caused the rightangle alignment of North Street and Hercules Street (modern

Royal Avenue) formingtaangle.

The houses in the centre are shown as two to three stories high, with slate or tile roofs, in terraces
with long rear gardens. Those shown on the roads leading out from the centre were probably thatched
cabins.On the right of the map @arobable mill poois illustrated, roughly in the area of where modern
Millfield is nowlocated showing the continued exploitation of rivers running down from the Belfast
hillsto power millsfrom the Early Christian through the Medieval pergahd into the seventeenth
century. This exploitation of the Belfast rivers reached its industrial zenith in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuriesSignificant archaeological excavations have taken place in Belfast city centre
since the 1980svhich have uncovered the remains of seventeenth and eighteenth century houses,
docks and portions of the miskeventeenth century defensive town ditc® Baoill 2008b; 2011, 96

135; 2012).
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Figure29hy S 2F ¢ K2 Yl & t KA f(Rhilies 1;MBatighpLibrerivitizmoderm annddatichd fér tise as an archaeological tour map of Belfast city centre by RQa&aoill
The modern street names of the city have been overlaid on thepraad the line of the migseventeenth century town defences are outlined in purple.
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There are no above ground remains of either the Early Christian or Medieval chigicletoday at
Shankil Graveyard However, within the welnaintained modern garden are a large number of very
interesting gravestones, mostly of eighteerthntury date, set into theurroundingwalls Theearliest

of these gravestonedates to 1685, which is the same datetls first ever map of BelfagEig. 300
Baoill 2011, pp.645).

Figure 30. Gravestone dated 1685 from Shankill Graveyard (from O Baoill 2011, p.65).

In the first half of the 19th century, Shankill was still rural, but with the developmeshipfyards,
ropeworks, engineering works, limeworks and linen manufacture in the, arekers flooded in. The

area became an industrial heartland with terrace houdingt to accomodatehe workers.
Acase of bodi y I G OKAyYy 3 FNRY CNK repored in Jadziad 18DONEhdAtSvas feltR
ySOSaal NE (2 0 dzi thduselat Shankill Graveyasd aa nazbr dRamily, to guard

against grave robbers who dug recent burials to setbr dissection(Fig 3). This was the period of
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