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Why does the NICRF charge for use?

The NICRF is funded for its first five years by the Wellcome Trust/Wolfson Foundation.  During this time it is expected to become self-funding to allow continuity of its services.  To do this, charges will be levied for research activity that uses NICRF space, staff, equipment and consumables.
What are the charges?

The NICRF is open to a wide range of users conducting many different kinds of study.  To reflect this, the NICRF has three tiers of charges.
Category A – Pilot studies with limited or no funding.

It is acknowledged that the NICRF should play an active role in encouraging increased levels of clinical research activity in Northern Ireland.  For some larger grant applications pilot data are required that can only be gathered before funding is in place.   For these pilot studies, which must satisfy a range of criteria, a small set-up fee will be charged with no additional charges or a reduced charge levied as appropriate.  
Pilot studies must satisfy the following criteria:

· The study will consume < 2 hours per week of consultant time (or other staff time to equivalent value).

· The study can feasibly be completed within 6 months of its start date. Start date is defined as the date of the first patient visit or equivalent marker.

· The study will consume < £5000 in direct support costs.

· The study will involve <50 patient visits / samples.

Category B – Non-Commercial grant funded projects.
For these studies there will be two charges.  The first will be a one-off set up fee and the second will be a standard non-commercial hourly rate.  This hourly rate will include reception services, the use of a clinical room for one hour and the use of general consumables within that room.  If the study requires specialised consumables or the use of specialised equipment, additional charges will be made.  All additional charges will be agreed before the study commences.

Category C –Projects initiated by a commercial organisation.

The NICRF will conduct commercial as well as non-commercial studies.  Because of our VAT status the amount of commercial work will be limited to 15%.  For commercial studies a commercial set up fee and a commercial hourly rate will be charged.  The Room Only Rate will only be permitted for non-clinical activity e.g. a monitoring visit, a research participant must not be in attendance.
How are payments collected?
All charges will be agreed before the study commences in the NICRF and the researcher will be required to sign a Service Level Agreement giving details of the account to which NICRF services will be charged. 
1. FACilities and equipment charges (2013/2014)
	
	Category A
(Pilot)
	Category B

(Non-Commercial)
	Category C

(Commercial)

	Study set-up fee
	£50.00
	£500.00
	£750.00

	Clinic Room1
	
	£25.00/hour

£150.00/day
	£50.00/hour

£300.00/day

	Clinic Room (Room Only)2
Non-clinical activity only
	
	 
	£25.00/hour

£150.00/day

	 Lab3 basic processing 

	
	£5.00/ hour
	£10.00 per hour

	Desk Space (hot desk only) in General Office
	
	£10.00/day
	£20.00/day

	Sample  Storage 

(-20°C freezer)
	
	£5.00 per box/month

£TBC per rack/month

£TBC per shelf/month
	£TBC per box/month

£TBC per rack/month

£TBC per shelf/month


1 Clinic Room costs include use of standard consumables, processing lab and desk space (hot desk)

2 Clinic Room Only covers the use of the room but no other facilities/consumables (e.g. for monitor visits). Research participants must not be in attendance. 
3 Lab charge will increase as more equipment is purchased and replacement costs accrue.
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