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Giant Hogweed Control Success! 
After an extremely  mild winter, 

this year’s control of giant 

hogweed was well underway by 

February, a considerable head 

start on the previous year. 

Noticeable differences in density 

and spread were observed in 

areas that had been successfully 

controlled last year. However the 

second generation of plants were 

quick to take the place of the 

larger plants dying back. 

In the island of Ireland, all three 

catchments have been 

completely sprayed, with some 

areas receiving a second spray 

where time allows. The Dee and 

Glyde catchment is already 

showing some regeneration of 

non-invasive plants, after 

receiving two full sprays during 

2011 (see next page). In Newry, 

control progressed rapidly with 

the help of very able and 

enthusiastic members of the 

Newry and Portadown branch of 

Inland Waterways Association of 

Ireland, members of which have 

now been trained to PA6AW 

standard, funded by the CIRB 

project. 

In Scotland, control of giant 

hogweed by contractors has 

proved to be very effective with 

notable reductions in plant 

numbers since last year. 

In addition, Argyll Fisheries 

Trust has reported that 

Japanese Knotweed treatment 

during 2011 has been very 

successful and there are very 

encouraging signs of native plant 

regrowth after the treatment of 

Rhododendron ponticum. 

Above: Giant Hogweed after  

treatment 

Below: Second generation 

begins to take over 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

Awareness events are vital in increasing 

the understanding of the threat of invasive 

plant species and preventing further 

invasions. Between April and June this 

year, the CIRB project has held numerous  

events (story continues on next page)... 
Balsam Bash on the River Barrow 



Before and After: one year on…. 

2011 to 2012 

 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

April to June 2012 

 7 Balsam bashing events 

 A plant ID course in Scotland 

 3 IFI stakeholder awareness 

events with oral presentations 

and hands-on training 

sessions 

 An awareness stand at Holy 

Fair, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

attended by 12,000 people 

 A stakeholder IAS and 

biosecurity workshop 

 Radio Interview with BBC Radio 

Foyle 

 A public education and 

awareness evening 

 

For future events, log on to the 

website - www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 



 Balsam Bashing! 
The CIRB project recently held several 

balsam bashes on the River Faughan, 

which were well supported by members of 

the general public, anglers, local business 

and community groups, and pupils and 

teachers from St. Joseph's School, Derry. 

Further events took place on rivers in the 

south of Ireland (coordinated by  Dr Joe 

Caffrey, IFI). 

 

In addition to starting to tackle the threat 

of Himalayan balsam in the local area, 

these events are being held to raise public 

awareness about the impact of invasive 

species and to re-engage communities 

with their natural environment. 
 

Read the full story on the news section 

of our website - www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 

The University of Ulster team embarked upon a project in 

April 2011 to investigate how invasive species alter key 

supporting and regulating services within the 

soil, and the cycling of carbon and key 

nutrients, such as nitrogen and phosphorus. 

The team have also been studying 

decomposition processes to see if these 

invasive species are altering this important 

component of the nutrient cycling process.  

Shading, a 

primary mechanism by which invasive species 

out-compete their neighbouring natives, is also 

a key focus of research. A better understanding 

of their mechanisms of out-competing native 

species will inform decisions regarding the 

restoration of native communities. 

Installing equipment to measure root production 

Decomposition litter setup 
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  Clipper Homecoming Festival 
           Environmental Exhibition , 5th - 8th July 2012 
 

 

The biggest international sailing event recently came to the 

shores of Lough Foyle. The festival which lasted for over a week 

was visited by more than 200,000 people, while the environmental 

exhibition saw over 10,000 people walk through their doors 

during its four days. 

The CIRB project team manned a stand at this exhibition. This  

provided a great opportunity to raise awareness of the threat and 

impacts of invasive species in the local area, while discussing the 

importance of the project with stakeholders and members of the 

general public.  
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