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Wet weather hinders balsam control 

After a successful start to the 

2012 control season, the 

wettest summer on record in 

one hundred years greatly 

hindered Himalayan balsam 

control. 

With over 370 mm of rain 

falling across the UK in the 

three month period between 

June and August, which also 

followed the wettest April to 

June period ever recorded 

in the UK (metoffice.gov.uk), 

only slight progress was 

made in the control of 

Himalayan balsam in the 

Newry and Faughan 

catchments in Northern 

Ireland. 

In addition, a new area of 

Himalayan balsam was 

located in the Dee and Glyde 

catchment on the River Lagan 

near Kingscourt, Co. Cavan. 

This area will be surveyed 

next year to determine the 

extent of this invasive plant 

species and will be added to 

the 2013 control program. 
 

In Ayrshire, despite 

unfavourable weather 

conditions, multiple balsam 

bashing events were 

organised and volunteers 

have achieved significant 

reductions in several areas. 

Control work has also been 

successfully completed in the 

Tweed catchment. 

Above: Himalayan balsam 

leaves 
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in flower 
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Himalayan balsam control 

Control plot one week after 1st (left) and 2nd 

(above) treatment of Roundup Pro Biactive 



 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

July to September 2012 

 

 An awareness stand in the 

Environmental Exhibition at 

the Clipper Festival, 

Londonderry attended by 

10,000 people 

 Awareness event and invasive 

species presentation in 

Stewarton, Ayrshire 

 Presentation on the CIRB 

project and invasive species 

given by the Ayrshire Trust  

Manager to the Scottish Water 

Environmental Advisory Team 

 Meeting between the Irish 

Angling Development Alliance 

and Inland Fisheries Ireland to 

develop biosecurity measures 

 Poster presentation at the 

Neobiota conference, Spain 

 Balsam bash on the Fenwick 

Water, Ayrshire 

 Volunteer meeting in Ayrshire 
 

For future events, log on  

to the website 

www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 

 

A recent research project was carried out by Siobhan 

Byrne, a MSc student at Queen’s University Belfast. This 

project investigated the use of an organic herbicide, 

Burnout II, and compared its effect to that of the widely 

used Roundup Pro Biactive. Trials took place on the 

Faughan catchment in Northern Ireland on two invasive 

species, Himalayan balsam and Japanese knotweed. 

Burnout II achieved 

a 100% kill rate of 

Himalayan balsam after only one spray. 

However only a 5.3% reduction in cover of 

Japanese knotweed was recorded after one 

spray, increasing slightly to 26.6% after two 

sprays. Roundup Pro Biactive 

proved more effective in controlling 

Japanese knotweed (50% reduction 

after 1st spray, 99% after 2nd), but 

not with Himalayan balsam (63.3% 

reduction after 1st spray, 99% after 

2nd) requiring two sprays to achieve 

similar results to Burnout II.  

RESEARCH: Organic Herbicide trials 

Himalayan 

balsam  plot 

before (above) 

and one week 

after (right) 1st 

Burnout spray 

Japanese knotweed one week after 

2nd Roundup Pro Biactive spray 



 

An adjuvant is a sticking agent that can be added to a herbicide to improve rain-

fastness and uptake. As the effectiveness of the herbicide is improved, control of the 

target plant should require a less frequent application and 

less herbicide, therefore saving both time and money. 

RESEARCH: To stick or not to stick? 

The CIRB project team have started initial trials with 

Topfilm. This cereal based adjuvant is made up of 

microsponges that absorb the herbicide and stick to the 

surface of the target plant. They create a natural layer 

that dries within 10 to 30 minutes and protects the 

application from wash off by rain, while optimising 

herbicide delivery by slowly released it straight into the 

target plant. 

Initial trials with Topfilm are being carried out in Northern 

Ireland on both giant hogweed and Japanese knotweed to investigate the 

adjuvant’s efficacy and level of rain-fastness. 

 Awareness Event Success in Ayrshire 

CIRB Project Officer Gordon 

Macdermid talking at Stewarton 

Invasive Plant Species talk to Scottish 

Waters 

The Ayrshire Trust Manager, Stuart Brabbs,  

gave a presentation to Scottish water staff on 

the CIRB project and the impacts of invasive 

plant species on the 31st August. Following on 

from this meeting, Scottish Water have booked 

pesticide training for 79 members of staff. 

CIRB talk to Stewarton Gardening Club & 

Community Group. 

Gordon Macdermid, CIRB project officer for Ayrshire, gave a talk to the Stewarton 

Gardening Club and Community Group on the 24th September. This presentation 

outlined the objectives of the CIRB project and the impacts of invasive species, 

focusing on Japanese Knotweed in particular. The Town of Stewarton has major 

problems with Japanese Knotweed and it was essential that awareness was raised in 

the community. Following this talk, the local Scout group has volunteered to help with 

the clearing of dead Japanese Knotweed stems to aid the control process.  

See the next issue for an update on the research of Ayrshire’s Alba Bonas Piella on the 

development of giant hogweed and its implications for future control.  

    For regular updates log on to Ayrshire’s blog:     

       http://www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/blog/tag/cirb/ 
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The project is part financed by the European Union's European Regional Development Fund through the INTERREG IVA 

Cross-border Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body and part financed by the Department of the 

Environment (Northern Ireland) and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Ireland). 

 

Volunteering with CIRB is a great way to help 

conserve your local environment and actively protect 

it from one of the biggest dangers to biodiversity 

worldwide - the threat of invasive species. 

VOLUNTEERING WITH CIRB 

If you are interested in finding out 

how to get involved in this important 

work, with the opportunity to receive 

a certified qualification in pesticide 

spraying, contact the project team 

by email at: 
 

cirb@qub.ac.uk 

http://qub.ac.uk/
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/

