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This year’s annual CIRB 
conference took place at the 
Clandeboye Estate, Co. 
Down in Northern Ireland on 
the 19th-20th February 2013. 
The conference titled 
“Invasive Species Control 
and Biosecurity” was 
attended by 70 stakeholders 

including project 
partners, governmental 
organisations and public 
bodies.  

The conference opening 
address was given by 
Professor Christine 
Maggs, Head of the 
School of Biological 
Sciences in Queen’s 
University Belfast (lead 
partners of CIRB).  

Invasive species seminars 
and workshops were given 
by UK and ROI leading 
experts providing practical 
information on invasive 
species treatment methods, 
biosecurity, native plant 
restoration and also the 
future threats to local 
waterways.  

Informative talks were 
given by Dr Dario Fornara 
(University of Ulster) and 
Alba Bonas Piella (Ayrshire 
Rivers Trust) detailing 
research being carried out 
as part of the project.  

The guest speaker from 
CABI, Dr Robert Tanner, 
enlightened the conference 
with news and progress of 
biological control 
mechanisms and previous 
success stories in this field of 
research.  
 

The conference was a great 
success. We thank all 
participants and look forward 
to seeing you all at next 
year’s CIRB conference!  

Photos (above): Professor Christine Maggs opens the CIRB Invasive Species Control and Biosecurity 

Conference; (below L to R): Alba Bonas Piella (ART) gives informative talk on her research; Networking 

over lunch; Round table discussion with a panel of leading UK and ROI experts 



 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

 January to March 2013 
 

 

 The annual CIRB conference 

entitled “Invasive Species 

Control and Biosecurity was 

held on 19th & 20th February 

 Presentation at the annual 

RAFTS Conference in Perth, 

Scotland in March 

 Launch of IFI and CIRB 

disinfection station and angler 

disinfection kits 

 Presentation on invasive species  

work by IFI at the Irish Angling 

Development Alliance AGM 

 Radio interviews on BBC Radio 

Foyle and Good Morning Ulster 

to raise awareness of IAS 

 Invasive Species display at the 

annual Fly Fishing Fair in City 

West, Dublin 

 Awareness stand at the Ireland 

Angling Show 

 Collaborative meetings with 

Derry City Council to discuss 

biosecurity signs and 

disinfection equipment  

 Presentation on invasive species 

at Thornhill College 

 

For future events, log on  

to the website 

www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 

These signs will be 

erected in all CIRB 

project catchments in the coming 

months. It is hoped that the information 

they provide will be invaluable in 

helping prevent the spread of these 

harmful invasive plants. 

 

Raising public awareness of the 

threat of invasive species is one of 

the key aims of the CIRB project. As 

such the project has been 

developing catchment 

specific signs that will 

give important 

information on invasive 

species, as well as key 

ID features and what to 

do if you spot an 

invasive species in 

your area. 

New CIRB catchment signs 



 

Individual Angler Disinfection Kits produced by Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 

and funded by the INTERREG IVA CIRB Project were launched by Minister 

Fergus O’Dowd at the Ireland Angling 

Show in the National Show Centre, 

Swords in February 2013.  

The kit comprises an instruction leaflet, 

20 Virkon Aquatic (50 g) tablets, a 500 ml 

plastic trigger spray bottle, disposable 

gloves, a stiff bristle brush for cleaning 

boots, invasive species identification 

cards on a key ring, a metal ‘Stop the 

spread of invasive species’ badge, and 

an array of pertinent invasive species 

literature. All is contained in a convenient and durable carrier bag. This kit is the 

first of its type in the world and is now available from IFI and CIRB. It will help 

ensure that harmful aquatic invasive species are not spread by unsuspecting 

anglers as they move from one 

watercourse to another.  

Biosecurity Kits: A First for IFI and the CIRB Project 

 

In addition to these individual kits, IFI 

have developed permanent disinfection 

facilities to cater for large groups of 

anglers attending organised 

competitions. These facilities were 

launched at Ballyhoe Lake in April and 

have been well received.  

For further information log on to the 

CIRB website: www.qub.ac.uk/cirb Dr Ciaran Byrne, Minister Fergus O'Dowd, Dr Catherine 

McGavigan and Dr Joe Caffrey launch Ireland's first purpose 

built angling disinfection facility   

 

Aerial drones are now in use by the CIRB project as a 
valuable surveying tool and a means to carry out risk 
assessments on potentially unsafe terrain in inaccessible 
areas prior to treatment.  

Flight training took place in 
Ayrshire in March 2013 and it 
is hoped the drones will be in 
use over the coming months 
to maximise the potential of 
invasive species discovery 
and therefore increase the 
success of control work. 

Survey drones 
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CIRB Project 

Queen's University Belfast  

School of Biological Sciences  

Medical Biology Centre 

97 Lisburn Road 

Belfast 

BT9 7BL 

www.facebook.com/CIRBProject 

The project is part financed by the European Union's European Regional Development Fund through the INTERREG IVA 

Cross-border Programme, managed by the Special EU Programmes Body and part financed by the Department of the 

Environment (Northern Ireland) and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government (Ireland). 

 

Volunteering with CIRB is a great way to help 

conserve your local environment and actively protect 

it from one of the biggest dangers to biodiversity 

worldwide - the threat of invasive species. 

VOLUNTEERING WITH CIRB 

If you are interested in finding out 

how to get involved in this important 

work, with the opportunity to receive 

a certified qualification in pesticide 

spraying, contact the project team 

by email at: 
 

cirb@qub.ac.uk 

http://qub.ac.uk/
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/

