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Further Success with Giant Hogweed Control 
After the delayed start to the 
2013 control program, due to 
the prolonged cold weather of 
the 2012/13 winter, treatment 
of Giant Hogweed began 
across the CIRB catchments 
in April and May.  

Treatment has progressed 
very well across all of the 
CIRB catchments in Ireland, 
Northern Ireland and 
Scotland, and for many rivers 
the 2013 control programs for 
Giant Hogweed have already 
been completed. Indeed, a 
second spray is already 
scheduled for the Urr 
catchment in Galloway.  

Reductions in the number of 
Giant Hogweed plants from 
2012 have also been noted 
across many of the project 
catchments. 
 

Help from local volunteer 
groups and individuals has 
once again proved vital in the 
continued effort to tackle this 
and other harmful invasive 
species.  
 

Himalayan Balsam and 
Japanese Knotweed 
treatment will also take place 
in the coming months when 
herbicide control is optimally 
timed for these plant species.  

On-going Giant Hogweed 

treatment in the Newry 

catchment 

One year on in Ayrshire... 

Giant Hogweed on the 

Schaw Burn, in 2012 (top 

left) compared to 2013 

(bottom left); and on the 

Enterkine Banking 2012 

(top right) and 2013 

(bottom right) 



 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

 April to June 2013 

 

 Presentation and information stand 

at the IFI “Freshwater Invasives - 

Networking for Strategy” conference 

in Galway  

 Presentation at the 18th 

international conference on Aquatic 

Invasive Species in Niagara, Canada 

 Launch of IFI and CIRB disinfection 

station at Ballyhoe Lake on the 

River Glyde 

 Discussions with the BBC on the 

impacts of invasive species. A short 

film will be broadcast on The One 

Show in the coming months. 

 Presentation at the British Irish 

Council meeting on Invasive Species 

at London’s Kew Gardens 

 Awareness event at Mauchline Holy 

Fair 

 Presentations at the Invasive 

Species Ireland Forum in Belfast 

 Presentation at the Glasgow Natural 

History Society’s annual conference 

 Overseeing of biosecurity 

arrangements at the International 

Pike Angling Championships on 

Lough Ree 

 Representation at the Royal 

Highland Show in Scotland 

 Presentation at the International 

Ladies Fly Fishing Tournament in 

Glenbeigh, Co. Kerry 

 Presentation about the project to 

Dreghorn Angling Club 

 

For future events, log on  

to the website 

www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 

 

As part of the CIRB project, the 

Ayrshire Rivers Trust have been 

tackling Japanese Knotweed on 

the River Irvine. On completion 

of the 2012 treatment program, 

areas were cleared of  the dead 

stems to allow any regrowth of 

the invasive or native species to 

be closely monitored. 

Monitoring of these sites 

has revealed that 

control work has been 

very successful and a 

large number of native 

species have 

recolonised the 

previously infested 

areas. Treatment will 

continue in these 

areas to tackle any 

remaining Japanese 

Knotweed. 

Japanese Knotweed Control Success 

A large stand of 

Japanese Knotweed 

prior to control in 2012 

(above); after control in 

winter 2012 (left); after 

dead stem clearance 

(bottom left); and the 

same area in May 2013 

(below) 



The experiment will compare two different 

spray options: firstly 4 times per growing 

season from May to September, or once 

per growing season when the plant is in 

flower in late August or early September.  

 

 
 

Galloway Fisheries Trust has created an experimental site to investigate methods 
of control of Japanese Knotweed. Areas 
have been cordoned off and will be treated 
at different times over the coming months 
to investigate the most effective, and 
therefore cost effective, method of control.  

Research: Control of  Japanese Knotweed 

Above: Japanese Knotweed trial site 

Left: Japanese Knotweed site during experiment, 

after two of the four sprays  have been completed 

 

Research investigating the change in distribution of Giant Hogweed over the past 20 
years in Northern Ireland has also commenced as part of the CIRB Project. 
Historical surveys of 70 sites infested with Giant Hogweed across Northern Ireland 
were carried out in 1993 and again in 2004. 

Research: 20 year surveys of  Giant 

Hogweed in Northern Ireland 

If control is found to be more efficient by 
only spraying once when Japanese 
Knotweed is in flower, it could potentially 
be a more effective means of eradicating 
the plant, which would significantly cut 
the cost of control in the future. 

The team at Queen’s University have been 
carrying out a 2013 resurvey of these sites 
with the aim of investigating the change in 
density and distribution of this harmful 
invasive species.  Survey work was completed 
in early July, and the data will be analysed 
over the coming months. 

Left: Map 

showing the 70 

historical Giant 

Hogweed sites 

in Northern 

Ireland 

Right: Giant 

Hogweed 
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Bloom 2013 in Dublin’s Phoenix Park, saw a slightly 

different idea from one of the garden design teams.  

Silver-Gilt medal winning “Destination Bloom” highlighted 

Ireland’s worst invasive plant species in an alien crash 

land garden. 

Invasion at Bloom in the Park! 

Congratulations to the designers, Fiann 

Ó Nualláin and Lisa Kelly, who were 

supported by the National Biodiversity 

Data Centre and Invasive Species 

Ireland. They hope to raise awareness 

of invasive species and the impacts 

they can have on our environment, 

while encouraging gardeners to be 

both plant wise and proactive. 
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