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CIRB Project in the News 
Raising awareness of the threats and impacts of invasive plant species is one of the key 

goals of the CIRB Project. Over the past few months, CIRB Project partners have been 

spotted in many local and national news stories, bringing the problems of invasive 

species to the forefront of public interest. 

On the 16th April, CIRB project manager Dr 

Catherine McGavigan (pictured right) gave an 

interview with the SKY News Sunrise team. 

This was a great opportunity to discuss 

invasive plant species and their threats, and 

to raise awareness of the work being carried 

out by the CIRB Project. 

 

Neil Dalrymple (pictured left) from Galloway 

Fisheries Trust, one of the Scottish CIRB 

Project partners, was also on the banks on 

Loch Ken to illustrate the Check, Clean, Dry 

campaign in an interview with ITV Border 

News. To view the film on the ITV Border 

website, please follow the link on the news 

section of our website (webpage below). 

Tweed Forum, 

another Scottish 

CIRB Project partner  

was recently 

interviewed for an 

article (pictured 

right) in the Border 

Telegraph,  

highlighting invasive 

plant species, 

detailing their 

impacts as well as 

key identification 

features. 

For more news log on to our website 

www.qub.ac.uk/cirb/News 



 
 

Control of the target invasive plant species on 

the CIRB Project catchments is well underway 

for the 2014 season. Treatment of giant 

hogweed (right) has now been completed in 

many catchments, and noticeable reductions 

have been observed  in terms of plant density 

and distribution. 

 

Treatment of Himalayan balsam (left) is 

also progressing well. Weather permitting, 

Himalayan balsam control should be 

completed over the coming weeks. 

Japanese knotweed control is scheduled 

to commence soon, as the plant has 

already started to flower in many areas. 

Targeted timing of treatment is necessary 

to ensure the herbicide is taken down into 

the rhizome of Japanese knotweed plants. 

Spraying Update 

 

Over the past number of weeks a film crew 

has been on site with the CIRB Project team 

to document the work that has been taking 

place across the island of Ireland and 

Scotland.   

As the project nears its completion date, the 

aim of this film is to document the 

management and biosecurity techniques that 

have been put in place across the project 

catchments for the four target invasive 

species. In addition it will detail the project’s 

successes and the opinions and insights of 

local landowners, anglers and other 

stakeholders. It is hoped that the film will be 

completed over the coming months and ready 

for viewing by the end of the year. 

CIRB Project Documentary 



 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

 April to June 2014 
 

 Keynote address on invasive 

species control and 

management at the Science 

for the New Regulation in 

Ghent, Belgium and the 

Environmental Weeds and 

Invasive Plant Conference in 

Montpellier, France 

 Awareness stand in the 

environmental exhibition at 

the Clipper Homecoming 

Festival 

 Interview with ITV News to 

promote the Check Clean 

Dry Campaign in Galloway 

 Interview with the SKY News 

Sunrise Team 

 Presentation on invasive 

species and biosecurity at 

the Yorkshire Dales 

Environment Network 

 Meeting with CABI to discuss 

biological control agents 

against Himalayan balsam 

 Representation at the Royal 

Highland Show 

 

 Presentations to Argyll 

District Salmon Fishery Board 

and Awe District Rivers 

Improvement Association 

 Interview for an article in the 

Border Telegraph 

 

For future events, log on  

to the website 

www.qub.ac.uk/cirb 

 

The biggest international sailing event recently 

returned to the shores of Lough Foyle. The festival 

lasted for over a week and was visited by over  

230,000 people. The CIRB project team manned  

a stand in the environmental exhibition from the 23rd  

to the 26th June 2014. 

 

Once 

again this 

provided a great opportunity to 

raise awareness of the threat 

and impacts of invasive species 

in the local area, while 

discussing the importance of 

the project with members of the 

general public. 

Clipper Homecoming Festival 
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Volunteering with CIRB is a great way to help 

conserve your local environment and actively protect 

it from one of the biggest dangers to biodiversity 

worldwide - the threat of invasive species. 

VOLUNTEERING WITH CIRB 

If you are interested in finding out 

how to get involved in this important 

work, with the opportunity to receive 

a certified qualification in pesticide 

spraying, contact the project team 

by email at: 
 

cirb@qub.ac.uk 

http://qub.ac.uk/
http://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofBiologicalSciences/

