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Above (left-right): Japanese knotweed on the River Faughan prior to treatment in 

year 1, 2011; during treatment work; and in year 4, 2014 

 

Giant hogweed on the 

River Dee 

Top left: Year 1, May 2011  

Above: Before control in 

June 2011 

Left: Year 4, May 2014 

Above: Lower Tweed 

giant hogweed site prior 

to treatment in 2003 

Below: Same site in 

summer 2013 

 

Japanese knotweed on 

the River Glyde in 2011

(far left) and 2012 (left) 

CIRB through the years… 



 
 

Control work for the 2014 season is now drawing to  

a close, as is the CIRB Project which finishes at the 

end of December 2014. 

Treatment, carried out by project staff, volunteers 

and also contractors in Scotland, is progressing 

according to schedule and should successfully meet 

the project’s targets for this final CIRB field season.  

 

In the island of Ireland, spraying has 

already been completed for giant hogweed 

and Himalayan balsam,  and Japanese 

knotweed treatment is expected to be 

completed over the coming weeks. 

In Scotland, control work is progressing 

well and Japanese knotweed treatment is 

expected to be completed on schedule. In 

the Galloway and Argyll catchments 

treatment has already been completed for 

this final CIRB season. 

Treatment Update 

At the beginning of the CIRB project, the town of 

Stewarton was identified as having a major problem 

with both Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed. 

The latter would be controlled using contractors 

but due to the enthusiasm of the locals to tackle the 

Japanese knotweed problem, we decided to work 

in this area using the project officer in Ayrshire  and 

volunteers. CIRB staff gave presentations to the 

local Gardening Club, Stewarton Wildlife Action Trust 

and spoke with the local angling club. Project signage 

was also erected in two key areas.  

Annick 

Water site 

before (left) 

and after 

(below) 

treatment 

Japanese knotweed Control in Ayrshire 

 

After these 

meetings, 

five volunteers came forward to take up the 

offer of PA6Aw training. Between 2012 and 

2014, the project officer coordinated volunteer 

work along the banks of the Annick Water. In 

total, the project officer and volunteers have 

undertaken over 100 hours of Japanese 

knotweed control. Huge areas have been treated 

with some so large it has taken this time to get 

near the centre of the stands. Volunteers are 

now fully equipped and will continue this work 

after the CIRB project has been completed.  

Annick Water site 

before (above left) 

and after (above 

right) treatment; 

and Ayrshire 

volunteers (right) 



 

CIRB Awareness & 

Education Events 
 

 July to September 2014 
 

 Presentation of the keynote 

address on Management of 

Invasive Species and 

Biosecurity at the European 

RINSE conference in Norwich 

 Training event on the island 

of Arran including 

demonstrations of Japanese 

knotweed treatment 

 Interview on invasive species 

and biosecurity for the 

Mooney Show on RTE 1 and 

the Connemara Community 

Radio  

 Interviews with local press in 

Ayrshire on the CIRB project 

and giant hogweed control 

 Biosecurity meeting with 

representatives from SEPA, 

SNH, the Tweed Foundation, 

the Environment Agency and 

Natural England. 

 Representation at the 

Galloway Fisheries Trust 

annual fishing competition 
 

 Meetings the River Ayr and 

River Stinchar District Salmon 

Fishery Boards 

 Representation at the 

Wigtown Agricultural Show, 

Lowther Show, Border Union 

Agricultural Show, Peebles 

Agricultural Show, Glendale 

Show, Yarrow Agricultural 

Show and Ellemford Show. 

 Representation at the Loch 

Awe Improvement Association 

Open Day. 

Tweed Forum represented the CIRB 

Project at the 2014 Kelso Show 

CIRB volunteers, Ron Foster 

and John Clark, with CIRB 

Project Officer at Galloway 

Fisheries Trust, Neil 

Dalrymple, on the Water of 

Fleet ready to spray the 

Japanese Knotweed 

 

Galloway Fisheries Trust’s stand 

at the 2014 Lowther Show  
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A major environmental conference and exhibition took place on Wednesday 8th October 

2014 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Dundalk. The conference, which was compered by Éanna 

Ni Lamhna from RTÉ, showcased a selection of the environmental cross-border focused 

projects funded by the INTERREG IVA Programme over recent years and Marine Biologist, 

Monty Halls delivered the keynote address at the conference. 

2014 INTERREG Conference 

In addition, the event also featured exhibitions of 

INTERREG IVA funded environmental projects, including 

the CIRB Project, from across Ireland and Western 

Scotland. The spending priorities, results and indicators 

of the proposed €72m environment theme for the next 

INTERREG Programme (2014-2020) was also presented 

and discussed during the event. The delegates present 

also had an opportunity to reflect on the success of the 

current programme and discuss the most pressing, 

current cross-border environmental issues. 

The CIRB Project Stand 
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